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Property 
rights vs. 
quality of life 

Dixie County 
ripped by 
change 

 
Dixie County building 
Official Leon Wright 
points to a map showing 
where a property owner 
wants to increase the 
density for dwellings to be one-per-10 acres, rather than the current one-per-40 acres 
in an environmentally sensitive area. One neighbor pleaded with the County 
Commission to not make the area more able to include dwellings-per-acreage. Her 
pleas were to no avail. 
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     DIXIE COUNTY – Property rights and the quality of life were part of the issues during the 
Thursday night (March 17) action in Cross City at the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners’ 
meeting. 
     Scores of people crowded into the meeting room on the southeast corner of the Dixie County 
Courthouse in Cross City on Thursday. 

 
 

 
In this video, Sarah Ross pleads with 
the Dixie County Commission to not 
increase the dwelling density of an 
environmentally sensitive 
area. Click on the PHOTO LEFT to 
see the video. 
Video By Jeff M. Hardison 
All Rights Reserved 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOw47jl7EE0
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Dixie County building Official Leon Wright points to a map showing how other property 
in the area is zoned for more dwellings per acre already. 
 

 
Sarah Ross tells the County Commission that her family chose to live in rural Dixie 
County, but this land use change can lead to that rural setting being lost. 
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The seal of Dixie County shows its orientation toward hunting and fishing as well as to 
note ‘In God We Trust.’ 
 

 
A man tells the County Commission that he favors increased opportunities for people to 
buy lots smaller than 40 acres in the part of Dixie County where the future land use 
map is changing. 
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County Manager Duane Cannon and County Attorney M. Michael O’Steen help the 
County Commission provide service to residents and visitors or Dixie County. They are  
seen here during the evening meeting on Saint Patrick’s Day. 
 

 
Christy Keen, a leader in the Third Judicial Circuit Guardian Ad Litem program, speaks 
about the critical need for volunteers in Dixie County. 
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Paul Gainey reads the last part of a proclamation declaring April is Child Abuse 
Prevention and Volunteer Appreciation Month in Dixie County. 
 
     One woman led the call to stop alleged urban sprawl and spot zoning in Dixie County. 
     Meanwhile, the issue of obtaining parts as quickly as in years past showed a bogging down for 
courthouse security improvements in Dixie County. 
      Just as there were expressions of agony, frustration and questioning of county government 
operations at the regular meeting of the Dixie County Board of County Commissions on Thursday, 
there, too, were glimmers of gratitude as well as bright forecasts of money potentially coming from 
the state government to help the county government solve problems in Dixie County. 
     Dixie County is unique as is any geo-political area. Dixie County, though, like all of the other 66 
counties in Florida, suffers from certain common maladies caused by people flocking to the state at a 
rate faster than local, state and federal governments can act to reduce the impact from that ongoing 
flow of humanity. 
     There are differences, too, between some common issues in rural Florida versus the plights 
suffered in urban Florida. 
     The unraveling and exposure of human frailty, as well as human resilience were seen, heard and 
felt at that twice-monthly regular meeting of those lawmakers and governmental operations 
administrators. 
     Children in the Third Judicial Circuit and specifically in the Dixie County part of that geopolitical 
subdivision, are suffering abuse and neglect, not just from specific parental failures but from the 
community as a whole, which is bereft of volunteers in the Guardian Ad Litem program in this judicial 
circuit. 
     The Third Judicial Circuit is one of the 20 circuits in Florida, where this justice system sometimes 
crushes sprits like a steamroller changing lime rock into roads; even when laws are created with an 
intent to save people from one another, and from themselves. 
 
Positive Public Hearings 
     The Dixie County Commission, comprised of Vice Chairman W.C. Mills, acting as chairman in the 
absence of Jamie Storey that night, and commissioners Mark Hatch, Jody Stephenson and James 
Valentine conducted six public hearings without objections, and then there were three comprehensive 
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land use plan map and comprehensive plan changes that brought out some objections. 
     The County Commission approved a special exception to allow an RV at 1189 N.E. 206th Ave., in 
Old Town. That was requested by Russel Walton. 
     The County Commission approved a special exception to allow an RV at 261 N.E. 66th St. in Old 
Town. That was requested by Daniel Benning. 
     The County Commission approved a special exception to allow an RV at 485 NE 386th Street, Old 
Town. That was requested by Terry Barnes and Terri Wilgus. 
     The County Commission approved a variance for a reduction of side setbacks to zero for the 
construction of a 12-foot by 24-foot boathouse at 427 S.E. 909th Ave., Old Town. That was requested 
by  Harold Carlton, Jr. 
     The County Commission approved a variance for a reduction of side setbacks to zero for 
modification of an existing boat house adjacent to Parcel #30-13-12-3596-0002-0120. That was 
requested by Morris Hines. 
     The County Commission approved a variance for a 30-foot by 40-foot open pole barn at 70 S.E. 
893th Ave, Old Town. That was requested by Charles Carey II.  
 
Growth Pains 
     While the common approval of RVs and reduced setbacks continues in Dixie County, there was 
some objection to amendments of the future land use map of the Dixie County Comprehensive plan. 
     Sarah Ross even had her name put on the agenda so that she could address the County 
Commission about increasing the allowed a higher density of dwellings on environmentally sensitive 
areas. 
     First there was an application by Jeffrey Tyler Coakley and Leslie Leon Coakley, to amend the 
Future Land Use Plan Map of the Comprehensive Plan by changing the future land use classification 
from Agricultural, Moderate Density (less than or equal to one dwelling unit per five acres) to 
Agricultural, Medium Density (less than or equal to one dwelling unit per two acres) on a 13.86 acre 
parcel of land lying in Section 17, Township 9 South, Range 13 East, in Dixie County. 
     That went by with quick approval and no objection. 
     Next considered was an application by Barbara Williams and Ronald M. Williams, to amend the 
Future Land Use Plan Map of the Comprehensive Plan by changing the future land use classification 
from Environmentally Sensitive Areas, Very Low Density (less than or equal to one dwelling unit per 
40 acres) Environmentally Sensitive Areas, Low Density (less than or equal to one dwelling unit per 
10 acres) on a 40-acre parcel of land lying in Section 1, Township 10 South, Range 9 East, Dixie 
County. 
     That revision for those 40 acres, and the revision of another 140 acres just north of that parcel, by 
the same applicants, met with strong objections from Ross – although some other speakers gave 
different perspectives. 
     Dixie County Building Official Leon Wright showed the County Commission neighboring 
properties that have been changed already to 10-acre and five-acre tracts for dwellings. 
     After more than 30 minutes of discussion, the County Commission first approved the 40-acre 
section to be reduced to one unit per 10 acres, and it approved for transmittal for state review the 
same increase in density on the 140-acre piece. 
     As part of her objection, Ross said she and her husband purposefully chose to live in this more 
rural section of Dixie County. She noted her opinion that this change in the map was spot zoning. 
     Ross said she has not asked the county for better Internet services. She understands the Dixie 
County Sheriff’s Office takes time to reach calls for service where she lives, and she knows Dixie 
County Emergency Services takes more time to reach her home than it would in a more densely 



HardisonInk.com 
populated area. 
     She tells her family and neighbors if they are in an emergency situation and need transport by 
ambulance to put the patient in a vehicle and start driving toward Gainesville while calling 9-1-1 on 
their cell phone to have an ambulance meet them on the way. 
     Commissioner Stephenson pointed out to Ross that she is in a dwelling on fewer than 10 acres in 
that part of the county. He asked how the county can allow her family to have a dwelling there and not 
allow others the same option. 
     As for more services from county first responders, he mentioned that ambulances and cruisers are 
stationed near the parts of the county where there are the most people. 
     Vice Chairman Mills said he felt Ross’ presentation for not changing the land use map was well-
made. 
     Ross said the Dixie County seal includes a turkey, a deer, a duck and a fish – reflexive of the 
hunting and fishing that are part of the draw for sportsmen to the area. 
     “I don’t want to lose our culture,” Ross said, “and I don’t want you to put the dollar before 
anybody.” 
     She said the nine people who called the County Commission to object to increased dwelling density 
in this part of Dixie County are owners adjacent to the land. She said the people seeking to go from 
one-per-40 acres to one-per-10 acres are developers who see this as a method to establish a 
subdivision there. 
     Wright said this is not a subdivision request. It is a request to revise the future land use map of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
     One man who said he travels to Taylor County and knows both sides of the river – Jena and 
Steinhatchee – and he sees how Taylor County is seeing progress and development. He said if a 
person has the money to buy land and build a dwelling on the Dixie County side of the river, then he 
thinks the county government should allow that. 
     One speaker Thursday night said he was involved with the 2002 growth war in this part of the 
county then. He decided to break his property into 10-acre tracts. In 2004, he and his wife built a 
house farther back closer to the swamp. 
     After working 31 years for the city of St. Petersburg, the man said he is retiring on March 31 and 
plans to move with his wife to their home in Dixie County. 
     Peter Broder suggested that the County Commission create a method to make it so expensive to 
develop in Dixie County that only the rich will be able to live there. People are spending a lot of money 
to develop land in Dixie County. 
      He said Dixie County does not want a whole community of retirees. Everybody can’t be retired and 
fishing every day, he said. 
     Commissioner Stephenson said that people who think timber companies are maintaining land and 
replanting forests of pines to harvest is not like it used to be. Now that land is owned by investment 
companies. When the market shows the land will sell for more than the income generated from 
timber, that land will be sold, Stephenson said. 
     Places where he hunted when he was younger are gone already. 
     Other speakers from the area said they prefer rural Dixie County, rather than letting it become 
more densely populated. 
     In the end, the County Commission approved the changes that will lead to more people building 
more dwellings per acreage. 

Crab Trapper Wins 
     In an ongoing legal battle where zoning violations were alleged, according to information shared at 
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the meeting, Dixie County lost to a man who stored traps used for stone crab captures. 
     The traps were stored on an empty lot. After the county spent $12,000 in legal fees, and a judge 
and then an appellate judge ruled on the issue, County Attorney M. Michael O’Steen said the county 
learned it had failed on a procedural basis. 
     The best method to fix this problem from happening again is for the county to revise its ordinances 
and procedures regarding certain code violations. The County Commission voted to have O’Steen 
create amendments to he county codes to avoid this problem in the future. 
 
Volunteers Needed To Help Children 
     Christy Keen, a leader in the Third Judicial Circuit Guardian Ad Litem program, said she lives in 
Dixie County, which is one of the seven counties in this circuit. 
     The County Commission approved a proclamation to declare that April is Child Abuse Prevention 
and Volunteer Appreciation Month in Dixie County. 
     For the 59 children in Dixie County as of March 17 who are involved in the Circuit Guardian Ad 
Litem program, Keen said, there only 17 volunteers. The best method is to have one volunteer per 
child, she said. 
     Therefore, there are 42 neglected and abused children in Dixie County who suffer a bit more, 
because they have no volunteer. The volunteers help the children by visiting them in school, 
accompanying them in courtrooms and supporting them as these children’s parents have not. 
     In the whole circuit, she said, there are 614 children involved in the program as of that Thursday. 
The Third Judicial Circuit includes Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee and 
Taylor counties. 
 

Other News 
     Dixie County Librarian Cindy Bellot, although absent from the meeting, shared with everyone her 
gratitude for all of the people who contributed to the success of the Fifth Annual Lower Suwannee Art 
& Nature Festival. 
     Another bright moment was County Manager Cannon saying the courthouse floor work is done, 
and people who work in the courthouse are very pleased with the work. 
     In still other news from the County Commission meeting, a $73,388.97 bid award was made for 
Anderson Columbia to build the parking lot across the street from the backside of the Dixie County 
Courthouse. By Dixie County providing some lime rock, the county reduced the bid from $119,827.77 
– saving taxpayers more than $46,000. 
     In an agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation, where the FDOT is paying the 10 
percent match for a grant of $180,000. 
     That grant will cover the cost to rehabilitate Taxiway A with lighting and more. 
     The County Commission agreed to execute land lease agreements on airport property contingent 
on attorney review for Red Roof Aviation, Alexa Wheeler and Fulford Hay Lease. 
     County Manager Cannon shared information with the County Commission, including that the 
Florida House of Representatives and the Florida Senate have approved funding an Old Town Fire 
Station for $3.5 million; an addition to the Emergency Operations Center of Dixie County Emergency 
Services in Cross City for $3.7 million; and the state will cover $2.7 million of Dixie County flood 
mitigation costs. 
     These items are part of the whole budget to be put before Gov. Ron DeSantis. He can approve them 
or veto them. 
     The courthouse security improvements are delayed for 18 weeks due to supply-chain delays stalling 
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delivery of specific replacement doors.  
     A workshop with the Dixie County School Board and the Dixie County Commission is scheduled for 
April 12 at 5 p.m. to discuss properties in the community of Suwannee as well as to discuss meeting in 
the School Board’s meeting room in Old Town, which is where this workshop is slated to happen. 
 

Public Comments 

 
 
These photos provided by Mary Goodrich show a canal her neighbor dug, and how it 
filled with water to flood her property as of March 17. The county government noted it 
can do nothing because her neighbor's property is at a higher elevation than her 
property.  
Photos Provided by Mary Goodrich 
 
     Among the people speaking at the end of the County Commission meeting, which is when the 
meeting is open for public comments, Mary Goodrich of 400 550th St., Old Town, spoke about her 
neighbor digging a canal and sending water from his property onto her property. 
     The canal her neighbor dug down his property line and across the back to her yard increased the 
water flow there and her property is flooded, she said.  
     County Commissioner Stephenson and County Manager Cannon visited Goodrich’s property. The 
county is not able to do anything to alleviate the problem due to the low elevation of Goodrich’s 
property, Stephenson said. 
     During the meeting March 17, Goodrich said she does not intend to return to the County 
Commission meetings in the future, given its lack of ability to help her with this issue. 
     Another person who spoke during the public comments part of the meeting had her comment time 
moved forward due to County Attorney O’Steen needing to leave before those comments. 
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     Pearl Millard shared with the County Commission that she is not able to receive certain records 
from the Dixie County Emergency Services concerning the death of her brother Frank A. Infinger 
(Feb. 18, 1976-Feb. 22, 2022). 
     O’Steen said the woman will need to hire an attorney to subpoena the records regarding the DCES 
run on that fatal vehicle accident. 
     DCES Chief Darian Brown said he conferred with the Medical Director for Dixie County regarding 
his staff members’ actions at that scene, and they were seen as following protocol. 
  

 


