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Sheriff shares more 
on threats of bombs in schools 

Published March 18, 2022 at 5:12 p.m. 
     GILCHRIST COUNTY – Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz on Friday (March 18) shared a 
letter sent by email to help more people better understand actions by the Gilchrist County Sheriff's 
Office and other agencies due to a person or persons threatening to blow up schools. 
     His letter is shown below, just like he sent it on Friday. 
By Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz 
     I would like to take this opportunity to talk about the recent events surrounding threats aimed at 
our Gilchrist County Schools. I sincerely appreciate the patience, trust, cooperation, and 
understanding extended by the community during this very trying and extensive investigation. I also 
understand and share the frustration and anxiety that is being felt by everyone involved. 
     On March 11, 2022 at approximately 6 a.m., The Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office was made aware 
of an anonymous electronic message, which was addressed to Bell Middle/High School, indicating a 
bomb threat.  
     Members of the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office responded to the school and subsequently 
requested the Alachua County Sheriff’s Office’s Explosive Detection K-9 Team to assist in the safety 
search of the campus. The search of the campus revealed no dangerous devices or visible threats. Due 
to the length of time needed to conduct the search, the campus was closed by the Gilchrist County 
School District.  
     Since this incident, we have received numerous additional threats indicating that all four public 
schools in Gilchrist County were possible targets at various times. 
     A comprehensive and extensive investigation was launched by the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office, 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Alachua County Sheriff’s Office, Trenton Department of 
Public Safety, and the Eighth Judicial Circuits State Attorney’s Office.  
     It should be explained that this is an active investigation; so, for the integrity of the investigation, 
the details and methodology of how we are conducting the investigation cannot and will not be 
shared. 
     But It is important to let everyone know that the safety and security of our students and staff is our 
number one priority as we continue with this investigation. Some may wonder how a decision is made 
to allow one school to be closed while another school in proximity is deemed safe to remain open. Or 
how a decision is made to temporarily lock down a school and then allow the students to remain on 
campus afterwards. 
     The only way I can address these questions and legitimate concerns is to say that the decisions 
made by the Gilchrist County School District and the recommendations made by my office are done 
with great thought and consideration; based on the ever-evolving facts and circumstances in the 
investigation; with an eye singularly toward the safety of our children and staff.  
     I can understand how these decisions may not make sense to those not familiar with the details of 
the investigation but let me assure everyone that I would never make a rash or uninformed 
recommendation when it comes to the safety of our children. 
     All decision that have been made, or will be made, are based on the facts available to us at the time. 
The Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office and the Gilchrist County School District are doing everything in 
our power to make our children feel as safe as possible while also considering all the circumstances; 
by conducting random safety searches of all schools, by having an increased presence of law 
enforcement in and around our schools, and having positive interaction with as many students as we 
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can. 
     While I cannot promise any type of outcome in this investigation or how long the investigation may 
last, I can promise each of you reading this message, that we are committed to doing everything 
within our power, and the law, to bring this disgusting and cowardice crime to a successful and safe 
end.  
     Again, thank you for your patience and understanding during this troubling event. 
God bless each of you and may He keep us all safe. 
  

 

Two schools closed for a day from bomb threats 
Reward offered for tips 

By Jeff M. Hardison © March 16, 2022 at 3:12 p.m. 
Updated March 18, 2022 at 8:12 a.m. 
     TRENTON – Students at Bell Elementary School and Trenton High School on Wednesday, March 
16, did not get to start their school day, Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz said in a telephone 
interview that Wednesday afternoon. 
     There have been up to six specific threats of bombs being placed in school in Bell and Trenton since 
Friday (March 11), the sheriff said. In an abundance of caution, Sheriff Schultz continued, the choice 
was made to not open those two schools today. 
     Since the start of bomb threats in Gilchrist County last Friday, the Gilchrist County Sheriff's Office 
has sought and received assistance from the Alachua County Sheriff's Office and the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement, Schultz said. 
     Now, he added, the GCSO, the ACSO and the FDLE are asking for help from everyone – and there 
is a cash reward. 
     A person who provides the tip leading to the arrest and conviction of these domestic terrorists who 
are frightening school children and school staff members will see cash. The reward is up to $5,000, 
Sheriff Schultz said. 
     The sheriff intends to hold the criminals accountable to the fullest extent of the law for this 
felonious activity. Sheriff Schultz said he wants to return the schools to having stability, and to quit 
putting children and adults at the schools in stressful scenarios. 
     Children in Gilchrist County are being terrorized by a person or persons making bomb threats to 
schools. 
     The sheriff sent over information about this bomb threat activity in Gilchrist County. 
     These crimes include the following felonies: 
     ● Written Threats to Kill – Florida Statute 836.10. 
     ● Illegal Use of a Two-Way Communications Device – Florida Statute 934.215. 
     ● Bomb Threats Made Against State Property – Florida Statute 790.164(4)(a). 
     Bomb threats are felonies, and they will be handled as such, Sheriff Schultz said. Additionally, the 
cost of restitution will be sought for the amount of time, energy, money and assets that have been 
expended in investigating these incidents. These costs can be added by the judge who sentences the 
convicted perpetrator. 
     Students and parents must understand that choices to engage in criminal activity as exemplified in 
these recent cases will affect and have the potential to ruin the lives of the person performing the acts. 
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     “For those who decide to pursue criminal and terrorist activity, we will devote the time, resources 
and energy need to successfully solve and prosecute these types of crimes to the fullest extent of the 
law,” Sheriff Schultz noted. 
     Anyone with information regarding the recent threats to the schools in Gilchrist County, is asked to 
please contact the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office at 352-463-3410; or to remain anonymous, call 
Crime Stoppers at 352-372-STOP (7867). 
     Crime Stopper callers may be eligible for a reward of up to $5,000 for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction in these cases. 

 


