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Lance Hayes And Tim West say 

why to vote for them in the April 5 

Chiefland City Commission Election 

By Jeff M. Hardison © March 13, 2022 at 10:12 a.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – The qualified electors in the city of Chiefland are scheduled to choose 

between incumbent City Commissioner Lance Hayes and candidate Tim West in the upcoming 

April 5 municipal election for the Group 4 seat. Lewrissa Johns (Group 2) was reelected, because 

no candidate qualified in time to run against her. 

     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Lance Hayes and Tim West responded via email to answers posed 

to them to help voters choose which way to cast their ballots. Below, are the responses and 

photos provided from the two candidates. The submissions were edited for spelling and 

grammar. Otherwise, this is running like the candidates sent it. The questions posed are 

numbered and are on top of the candidates’ responses. 

 

Lance Hayes 

 

Lance Hayes and his wife Minnie Hayes 

 

     1.) What do you think the people of 

Chiefland want to see in regard to business 

growth? How will you help make that 

happen? 

     I believe that the citizens in the beautiful city of 

Chiefland would like to see progression, 

advancement and change taking place in our city 

concerning business growth. A city that lacks 

these three values, is a city that will not prosper 

and will get lost in the transition of the forward 

movement into the future. 

     Business growth will also ensure a major 

increase in the City of Chiefland's population, 

which will welcome some major corporations and 

franchises to take residence in this city. 

     In order to bring business growth to fruition, I 

will make myself available to attend business 

growth conferences/seminars via in person, webinars, or Zoom meetings, which I feel is a 

necessity. 

     Therefore, I will purposefully gather information on future business growth, and seek 

resources (grants, etc.). Working together with my fellow city commissioners, networking with 

other like-minded city commissioners, business leaders/owners, entrepreneurs, I will facilitate 

community meet and greet sessions/seminars with the citizens of this city concerning these 

matters. 

     I am confident it will ensure the implementation of business growth in the city of Chiefland. 

We must always plan for the future. 



HardisonInk.com 
 

     2.) What do you think the people of Chiefland want to see in regard to 

residential growth? How will you help make that happen? 

     After having conversations regarding the matter of residential growth with the citizens of the 

city of Chiefland, I found the majority of the citizens in this city would like to see residential 

growth as well as businesses growth. It is a known fact that business growth welcomes new 

people in the area that would eventually like to make the city of Chiefland their home. 

     Residential growth will welcome affordable housing as developers come in and build 

subdivisions, and new apartment complexes. This will cause population growth in the city and 

cause the entire infrastructure of this city to be upgraded to accommodate residential growth. I 

feel that this would be a progressive move for the city of Chiefland and its citizens. 

     In order to bring residential growth to fruition, I will, along with my fellow commissioners, 

discuss the matter of residential growth in detail by adhering to the guidelines of the Florida 

Statutes, city ordinances, and the City Charter. Also, I will meet with the pertinent committees 

in the city and meet with developers that are well experienced and equipped in developing 

subdivisions and apartment complexes in rural towns/cities as well as scouting out available 

property for development to take place. 

 

     3.) Why should a voter cast their ballot for you? 

     I have been a citizen of the city of Chiefland for 29 years, I have been a very progressive 

pastor in this city for 25 years and a city commissioner for one year and eight months. I am a 

man of vision, productivity, integrity, accountability, wisdom and strength. I am equipped to 

meet challenges and oppositions head-on without allowing stress, agitation and frustration to 

govern my decisions. 

     As a current city commissioner, I serve as one of the faces of this city and I am committed to 

help make the best decisions and search out resources to help meet the needs of all the citizens 

in this community. It is my servitude to you as a commissioner of this city to advocate for all 

citizens by not being predicated to a person's race, gender, sexual orientation, standard of living 

or educational status. 

     I serve as your voice when you have concerns, issues, questions and needs that need to be 

addressed; they are all very important to me and my fellow commissioners no matter how great 

or small they may be. They need to be heard. 

     Currently, I serve as a the Chiefland City Commission member on the following committees: 

Levy County Schools Foundation Committee; Levy County Tourist Development Council; 

chairman of the Martin Luther King Committee; and Levy County Commun1ty Action Agency. 

     I represent our city very well on all of these committees. I have always been heavily involved 

in community events, and food and clothing distribution activities while being a non-city 

commissioner and then as city commissioner.  

     All of the aforementioned are the reasons that you should cast your ballot and vote to reelect 

Chiefland City Commissioner Lance Hayes, Group 4, on Tuesday April 5. I am the man for this 

position. 
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Tim West 

 

Tim West, his wife Ana 

West, and their daughters 

Valentina West on her 

mother’s lap and Claire 

West. 

 

     1.) What do you think 

the people of Chiefland 

want to see in regard to 

business growth? How will 

you help make that 

happen? 

     In regard to what the folks of 

Chiefland would like to see for 

business growth, some of the 

businesses that I have been 

directly asked about are 

entertainment-related 

businesses such as bowling 

alleys and activities for kids to 

do. There are also hopes for a Publix and more of a variety of restaurants. 

     To accomplish this, you must make Chiefland an attractive place to invest in for developers. 

You do this by eliminating the toll booths and speed bumps on the road to development 

otherwise known as “impact fees” and “connection” charges. These are a one-time source of 

revenue “if” the builder decides to build here since these fees can be a major deterrent. There’s 

far more benefit to get the “meter” running and generate a continuing monthly revenue stream 

than to lose out on the developer going elsewhere. 

 

     2.) What do you think the people of Chiefland want to see in regard to 

residential growth? How will you help make that happen? 

     Regarding residential growth, I can speak from experience that it’s a very tight market of 

availability. Apartments are booked a year or two out and the market of available houses to rent 

is abysmal. I met a lady recently that had been looking for a house for months and when she 

finally found one it was $1,200-a-month, which is a lot when you’re on a fixed income. It’s safe 

to say that Chiefland would benefit tremendously with some more housing. 

     You accomplish this by creating an environment that attracts developers. Lower taxes, impact 

fees and work with developers to make housing more affordable. You hear the term “affordable 

housing” thrown around, but it’s almost impossible in today’s market to make anything 

affordable. I’ll say that unless the government contributes on a municipal, state or federal level, 

there may be some residential growth, but it won’t be affordable. 

 

     3.) Why should a voter cast their ballot for you? 

     I’d think the good folks of Chiefland should vote for me because I truly care. I care about this 

great city, these great people and I am always happy to listen to their concerns. 

     I have great knowledge of how municipalities operate and have a hunger to always learn more 
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     I also do what I say. When it came to helping the police department, the fire department and 

economic development, I said I would improve on these and I delivered previously when I was a 

member of the Chiefland City Commission. There’s plenty of work to be done and I am up for 

the task and look forward to tackling the problems that Chiefland faces. God Bless. 


