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Search for police chief continues 
Edwin Jenkins serves as interim chief 
City clerk demands more than 
 law requires for public records 
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     CEDAR KEY – Cedar Key Mayor Heath Davis fired Cedar Key Police Chief Virgil 
Sandlin on Feb. 28, according to a letter from Cedar Key Mayor Davis. 
     Cedar Key has a strong mayor form of government, which is different than when a 
city manager is the administrator of a municipality. In this small island city’s version of 
government, the mayor has the power to fire the police chief because the mayor is the 
chief administrative officer. 
     Cedar Key City Clerk Brenda Ayers attempted to require a written request for public 
records on Thursday (March 10). After a couple of phone calls, and a couple text 
messages, the terse letter arrived in an email to HardisonInk.com, although not from 
the city government. 
     As for Mayor Davis firing Sandlin, the police chief is reportedly going to contest that 
dismissal. The reason for the firing is not clear, yet, although social media apparently is 
abuzz with gossip. 
     The police chief as of Thursday afternoon (March 10) was said to be planning to 
speak with the Cedar Key City Commission about overturning Mayor Davis’ dismissal of 
him from employment. 
     Former Chief Sandlin had told HardisonInk.com in October of 2021 of his plan for 
retirement, which would have been after 45 years as a law enforcement officer in 
Florida. 
     When the Cedar Key City Commission accepted Sandlin's notice months ago of his 
planned retirement, the city began looking for a replacement. 
     Edwin Jenkins, a law enforcement officer who was formerly among the police chiefs 
over the Chiefland Police Department (CPD) is now the interim chief of the Cedar Key 
Police Department, Mayor Davis said. Jenkins was police chief at the CPD was 2003 to 
2007. 
     As for Clerk Ayers, what could have been the simple granting of a verbal request for 
the letter that Mayor Davis gave to Sandlin and a verbal request for the agenda for the 
regular meeting upcoming on March 15 of the Cedar Key City Commission was met with 
a demand from her for a written request via email to a specific email address with 
details of what is being sought. 
     Article I, Section 24, of the Florida Constitution and Chapter 119 of Florida Statutes 
is the authority for people seeking public records. The simple request for a copy of that 
letter from the mayor to the police chief, and for the March 15 agenda, if that agenda 
exists yet, resulted in the Cedar Key city clerk imposing her own demands for written 
requests. 
      The Florida law for a request of public records notes that such a request does not 
require that it be submitted in writing. While The Florida First Amendment 
Foundation cites this as a good practice for documentation for the requestor of the 
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request having been made, it is not a requirement. 
     The Cedar Key city government is relatively infamous for not being friendly with the 
press. In fact, when the global COVID-19 pandemic first struck, the city literally closed 
its only entrance to the island by bridge except to residents and vendors, and even 
specifically noted that the press was not allowed to enter the island city. 
     That city chose to specifically ban the press and others from access to the island for a 
span of time a few years ago. 
     State Road 24 was blocked by the Cedar Key Police Department and officers checked 
incoming vehicles during the early part of the global pandemic, and the press was 
stopped then. 
     Clerk Ayers provided the agenda for Tuesday's meeting on Friday after an email 
public record request was sent, although the email noted requests for public records are 
not required to be in writing. 
     The next regular meeting of the Cedar Key City Commission is scheduled to be 
Tuesday, March 15, starting at 5 p.m. in Cedar Key City Hall, 490 Second St. That 
government meeting is open to the public. On occasion, when that small meeting room 
will not hold the members of the public who want to attend that meeting, the 
government leaders move the meeting to the Cedar Key Community Center, 809 Sixth 
St. 

 


