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Levy County road warriors keep fighting 

 
Renate Cannon, a Levy County resident who watches the government, speaks with Florida 

Department of Transportation Project Manager Ryan Asmus immediately after his 

presentation Tuesday morning (Feb. 8). Cannon is known for asking government employees 

questions as she seeks insight. 
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By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 9, 2022 at 3:12 p.m. 

     BRONSON – Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Project Manager Ryan Asmus spoke to the 

Levy County Board of County Commissioners about a proposed study of U.S. Highway 19, and he saw people 

still reacting badly to Gov. Rob DeSantis’ M-CORE proposals, which hit roadblocks when people noted their 

preference not to build the three new toll roads in Florida. 

     As noted in a story first published in this daily news website on Jan. 30, the FDOT is having kickoff events 

regarding possible improvements to U.S. Highway 19 from Red Level, in northern Citrus County, up to an area 

between the City of Fanning Springs and the City of Chiefland. 

     As noted then and now again, those meetings are:      

      ● Feb. 15 (Tuesday), 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkinson Campus (Levy County), 

15390 N.W. U.S. Highway 19, Chiefland (just south of the City of Fanning Springs). This is an in-person 

meeting. 

     ● Feb. 17 (Thursday), 6-7 p.m. via a virtual meeting online. (To register to attend the online meeting, click 

HERE. https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8725157349808539918?source=Project+Website) 

     ● Feb. 21 (Monday, Presidents Day), 4:30-7:30 p.m. at the Inglis Community Center, 137 W. Levy County 

Road 40, in the Town of Inglis. This is an in-person meeting. 
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Florida Department of Transportation Project Manager Ryan Asmus tells the County 

Commission about three upcoming kickoff meetings by the FDOT regarding possible 

improvements to a section of U.S. Highway 19. 

 

 
Diane Garte or Morriston shares with the Levy County Board of County Commissioners 

information to show why a toll road through Levy County is detrimental to the current quality 

of life in this part of Florida. 
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Maria Wise tells the County Commission that people who own property in the potential path of 

a toll road through the county are concerned about the value of their property dropping, and 

this includes people own land that is adjacent to possible new highway construction. 

 

     Diane Garte of Morriston was the first to speak Tuesday. She said that she, Maria Wise and Pat O’Neal met 

with State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5) and Florida Secretary of Transportation Kevin J. 

Thibault at the senator’s office in Tallahassee. 

     With help from Levy County Director of Planning and Zoning Stacey Hectus, the FDOT was brought into 

awareness of homes and residential subdivisions that would be impacted by mapping a toll road through what 

the FDOT once thought was only open farmland. 

     Garte let the County Commission know about the impact on the aquifer, which is the source of water for 

thousands of Levy County residents, if a new highway was built through this part of Florida. 

     Wise spoke next. She noted her appreciation for Hectus helping the FDOT update its land-use map of Levy 

County to show residential areas rather than simply open farmland. Wise added that the Levy County Planning 

and Zoning Department has been helpful. 

     Wise said there have been 1,200 letters sent to Gov. DeSantis, to Sen. Bradley and others to show why 

people object to a toll road being built through Levy County. Commissioner John Meeks reminded Wise and 

other listeners that the Levy County Board of County Commissioners adopted a resolution against M-CORES 

going through Levy County. 

     The FDOT representative was not at the County Commission to speak about M-CORES, but instead to talk 

about making a stretch of U.S. 19 have a more free flow of traffic. 

     During his presentation, Asmus said the kickoff meetings will not include a presentation. 

     Instead, staff will have displays and they will answer questions and take input about the Project 
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Development and Environment (PD&E) study to consider improvements to U.S. Highway 19 between Red 

Level and Northwest 140th Street in Chiefland. 

     This study is just starting, he said. The study will take two years, he added. It will be a 10-year-plus 

construction project, if it reaches that point. The facility will be developed no later than Dec. 31, 2035, he said, 

given that it meets anticipated approval and funding by the government. 

     This 43-mile long stretch of U.S. 19, he said, is planned to create free flow traffic conditions. Free flow traffic 

conditions, Asmus said, is an uninterrupted flow of traffic along a roadway, achieved by absence of conflict 

points that slow, impeded or stop the primary traffic movement. 

     Conflict points, he explained, are traffic signals, median openings, right turn lanes onto or away from the 

main throughfare (U.S. Highway 19). 

     While considering potential solutions to make this happen, Asmus said, the FDOT PD&E will examine 

alternatives such as turn lanes, acceleration and deceleration lanes, increased distances in median openings, 

overpasses, bypasses and other designs. 

     A number of people spoke out against the project, already, because they believe it will have a negative impact 

on any business along U.S. 19 now, including through Chiefland. 

     Yankeetown Mayor Jack Schofield was among the speakers. He said he travels through Florida. When he 

takes U.S. Highway 301 through the Starke area, the bypass helps him not be delayed. 

     Schofield said people who are objecting to this highway improvement as affecting local business in a bad 

way, may want to look at revenue for Starke before the U.S. 301 bypass was built and compare it with today’s 

revenue for those business interests. 

     Sally Ann Collins of Morriston said people should remember Williston. The city was told the widening of 

U.S. Alt. 27 through the city would be positive. 

     “They promised us that it was going to bring us all this business,” Collins said, “if they just widen 27 coming 

into Williston. It destroyed all those family businesses. We still don’t have enough parking there. They are still 

trying to recuperate. 

     “They were going to go around Williston,” Collins continued. “I don’t know where. On no. We’re going to go 

right through Williston. We’ll just widen the road. It will bring that much more business into Williston. And it 

destroyed our old town. Don’t forget it” 

     The PD&E of U.S. 19 going north from Red Level is an extension of where the Suncoast Parkway Extension 

is seen to be exiting onto U.S. 19 in Citrus County.  

     As for the various fears of people along U.S. 19 going north from Red Level through the area just north of 

Chiefland, Asmus said the FDOT does have a “no build” option. Meanwhile, during the next two years, the 

FDOT is going to be conducting its PD&E for this project to decide the path and how to make traffic flow freely 

there. 

     One Levy County resident asked if the road would become a toll road. Asmus said Florida law prohibits a 

pre-existing road that is not a toll road from being converted into a toll road. 


