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Horse crematorium coming to Williston 
City manager gets 4 percent raise 

 
This drawing of the machine used to cremate horses is representative of the 
mechanism slated to be put in the new business in the industrial park near the 
Williston Municipal Airport. It is seen here on the display for the audience who 
attended the meeting. The long yellow streaks in the photo are the reflection of 
lights in the City Council Meeting Room on the overhead screen. 
  

Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 9, 2022 at 9:12 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – On a motion by City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson, 
seconded by City Councilman Michael Cox, the City Council voted 5-0 Tuesday night (Feb. 8) 
to accept a business that cremates horses. 
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Michael DeGrande representing D&N Equine Recovery, speaks to the Williston 
City Council about his plans for business. 
 
     Michael DeGrande representing D&N Equine Recovery, requested a lease with the Airport 
Equine Crematorium at the Williston Airport, according to records. 
     According to the information supplied to the City by D&N Equine Recovery, the process is 
odorless and noiseless with no emission (no smoke, or ashes). Therefore, it will not disturb 
airplane flight paths. 
     The location will be outside the perimeter fence of the airport and it is in an area behind the 
Sign Man business, in Industrial-zoned property, according to records. 
     Joining Robinson-Cox motion in the vote to follow the recommendation of Williston 
Municipal Airport Manager Benton Stegall were City Council President Debra Jones, City 
Councilwoman Darfeness “Dot” Hines and City Councilman Elihu Ross. 
     During the short discussion with DeGrande, President Jones had asked if there was another 
site to visit to see if there was any smell coming from a similar operation. There was not a place 
mentioned to find an exact comparison. 
     It was mentioned that the Pyper Kub Café and Restaurant is near the airport. Jones said 
there are times, though, when people can smell fiberglass operations from Monterey Boats. 
     No one at the meeting Tuesday night spoke the potential odors that may carry from the 
future dog and cat animal shelter under construction in the area. 
     As he answered questions, DeGrande said the machine reaches temperatures of 1,800 
degrees Fahrenheit. Cremation of a horse takes about four hours he said, and it takes another 
two hours for the ashes to cool, because they retain heat. 
     He assured everyone that there will be no smoke, smell or ashes.  
     Ashes from the horses cremated at D&N Equine Recovery go to the owners who have chosen 
this method for what to do after a horse passes away. 
     One benefit of the new business will be increased availability of natural gas services for 
future business interests in that part of the city’s industrial park. 
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A County Matter 

 
Veronica Harmon-Gunn of Williston tells the City Council that she sees Levy 
County Road 318 is in need of attention. There is litter next to it. Sidewalks are 
missing, where they once served pedestrians there, she said. She was told that all 
of CR 318 is outside the city limits, in the unincorporated part of Levy County. 
This road is in Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks’ district. Both City 
Council President Debra Jones and Vice President Marguerite Robinson 
promised to mention their endorsement to County Commissioner Brooks for the 
county to improve this gateway to Williston. 
 

Other Actions 
     In another matter concerning a business at the airport, Eagle Vistas Ag Pilot Training was 
permitted to have its own fuel truck. As caveats for this part of that lease, however, the 
business must purchase the fuel from Williston Municipal Airport, and it cannot resell it at a 
higher rate. This truck, nevertheless, will provide more convenience for the pilot training 
facility. 
     In other news from the Tuesday night meeting, City Manager Jackie Gorman was given a 4 
percent raise. Her current annual salary of $77,500 will be increased by another $3,100 after a 
motion by Councilman Ross was seconded by Vice President Robinson, and it met with a 4-1 
vote of approval. 
     Councilwoman Hines said she felt a 2 percent raise would have been enough. 
     As President Jones put forth her reasons for recommending a 4 percent raise, she reminded 
listeners that this is the customary increase for a city manager who shows the high level of 
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rating earned by Gorman during the previous year. 
     Hinds said just because something is tradition does not make it right. 
     Jones asked Hinds if she had a different method for determining a level of increase for 
Gorman, who was rate well by the whole City Council. Hinds did not offer a method. There was 
no mention about the annual cost of living going up, food prices increasing or minimum hourly 
pay going up. 
     Jones reminded listeners that Williston has its own electric utility, an airport, as well as 
water and sewer services and natural gas as an available utility. 
     Also, as she gave a perspective on increasing Gorman’s annual pay, Jones mentioned 
information she found about other city manager’s annual pay. The town manager of Bronson, 
who had zero years of previous city manager experience, Jones said has an annual salary of 
$70,000. 
     Other annual salaries Jones listed before the Ross-Robinson motion found its 4-1 vote, with 
Hinds as the sole dissenter, are High Springs - $81,562; Alachua - $87,420; Archer - $95,458; 
Newberry - $121,000; Bushnell - $ 101,763; and Wauchula - $113,695. 
 

 
Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow said he was unable to find a general 
contractor with a reasonable price to renovate the Williston Police Station. 
Meanwhile, Williston Fire Chief Lamar Stegall was told to find bids to replace five 
big garage doors for the Williston Fire Rescue Station. The city took out a 
$100,000 loan from Drummond Community Bank to improve the WPD and WFR 
facilities, but Chief Strow learned the cost of materials, and the lack of a 
workforce are causing strife for many interests that want to build or rebuild 
structures nowadays in Florida. 
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This sign serves as a reminder for people to use methods to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. While some northeast states are easing restrictions, the United States 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommended as recently as 
Wednesday (Feb. 9) for all people to continue to wear facemasks when indoors 
with groups of people, like at a Williston City Council meeting. This signage is for 
the people using the Williston City Hall lobby. 

 


