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Golf cart parking issue 
raises commissioner’s ire 

 
Twice a month, the Levy County Board of County Commissioners meet in 
the auditorium of the Levy County Government Center. They used to 
conduct these meetings in the Levy County Courthouse, but the judicial part 
of the Eighth Judicial Circuit and the Levy County court part of the 
government needed more room in the courthouse, and county leaders used 
this as a work-around, rather than to build a bigger courthouse or expand 
it, et cetera. Some of the other parts of the county government, like the tax 
collector and the County Commission, moved their operations over to the 
former Bronson High School complex, which includes the now-named Levy 
County Government Center. This was the scene for action Tuesday (Feb. 8). 
The Levy County Government Center was also known as “the annex” in the 
recently past history of the structure. 
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     BRONSON – Levy County Commissioner Lilly Rooks told Dell Weible of Cedar Key 
in no uncertain terms that she will vote against the county leasing or selling him 
property the county owns on Cedar Key, if that motion is ever brought forth. 
     Rooks spoke Tuesday morning (Feb. 8) with certainty about this after Weible let the 
County Commission know he would buy the property, or lease it, as he tried to work out 
a method for him to use the public land for his business. Weible made his attempt 
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during the “Public Comments” part of the Commission meeting at the start. 
     There are two of those options for the Levy County Commission – one at the start and 
one at the end of the meeting. 
     Weible owns a golf cart rental business, which includes other rental options for 
adventures in and around this destination for tourists in Levy County, and he had used 
the county-owned land to park carts when customer traffic was at a lull, according to 
what was said Tuesday morning. 
     He was notified by the county that he does not own the land, and the owner – the 
people of Levy County – have not approved his use of the land as a parking lot for his 
business. 
     Weible’s business -- Cedar Key Adventures -- was started 15 years ago, according to 
his website, and it offers kayaks, golf carts, and bicycles for rent to people on the island 
of Cedar Key. 
     Some of the property on the island that he rents from one of the Dock Street 
restaurants is adjacent to a piece of county-owned property.  
     The business owner has been parking some of his “overflow golf carts,” those that he 
is not renting at a particular time, on that public property, according to information 
shared Tuesday morning. Last week, the county notified him that he was trespassing on 
the public property by parking golf carts on it. 
     Among the relatively off-the-cuff potential negotiations the business owner tried to 
complete on the non-agenda issue was for him to purchase added insurance so that he 
might even lease golf carts off of the county property. 
     He verbally listed the property in questions as being in Section 13, Township 15 
South, Range 13 East, also perhaps known as Cedar Key Dock 10, in Official Records 
Book 813. 
     Weible noted that his enterprise provides jobs for area residents. Adding that he 
donates to fundraisers for interests in Cedar Key, Weible added “Without the ability to 
use that (county property), basically it will lower my ability to raise revenue. So, I might 
not be able to keep everybody employed.” 
     “Did you know that wasn’t your property when you started taking golf carts over 
there?” Commissioner Rooks asked Weible as he said he has carts parked next to the Big 
Deck Bar and Grill on Dock Street, and that he uses county property nearby to park 
some carts that are not in use. 
     “Sure, yeah,” Weible replied. “But, because, you know that little piece of county 
property is just a little piece of dirt that isn’t accessible to the road. You know, you guys 
bought it in 2002, or somehow got it. And, you know, no one uses it. No utilities are 
there.” 
     Rooks cut him off by noting that he appears then to have decided he could put his 
rental equipment on county property without prior permission. 
     “That’s why I’m here,” Weible said. “I’m trying to reach a nice resolution, where 
maybe the county can get a little money. I can show you some kind of insurance you 
guys would feel comfortable with.” 
     Weible said the appraised taxable land value is $48,800, and he would “love to buy 
it.” 
     “You guys are a business just like I am,” Weible said.  
     He went on attempting to resolve the problem of him lacking parking space for the 
golf carts he rents. 
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     Commissioner Rooks said other people have attempted to buy that piece of land from 
the county before. She said those other buyers’ offers were rejected. 
     Weible asked why the previous offers to buy were rejected. 
     Rooks said the county can use the property as mitigation for a trade-off with state 
agencies as a means to offset other environmental issues the county may incur through 
development. 
     “We’re not going to sell that piece of property,” Rooks said in a matter-of-fact tone. 
“And I don’t think we need to be leasing it either.” 
     County Commission Chairman Rock Meeks said that without more advise and 
research by Levy County Attorney Nicole Shalley, he did not see how the County 
Commission could agree to enter into a lease agreement that day. 
     As noted, this matter was not on the agenda, and there may have been other people 
who wanted to provide the elected leaders with their thoughts on the county selling or 
leasing the land exclusively to one business owner with no bids, as well as other matters. 
     “You brought it to our attention,” Chairman Meeks said. “And we’ll definitely look 
into it.” 
     Then, Weible started to add points that could be placed into a lease where it would be 
conditional use of the land by him, and that the county could change that option if it 
needed to do so. He said he parks three to four golf carts on the land as his “overflow” of 
carts at various times when those vehicles are not on the throughways of Cedar Key. 
     “The public doesn’t even have access to it (the county land),” Weible said. “It’s just 
that when things get really dead, and there’s nothing going on, that a few of my carts sit 
on that spot.” 
     With that, the conversation ended. Only Commissioner Rooks weighed in with a 
definite vote on not even considering the sale of lease of the county land to Weible for 
his business. 


