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Commissioner dislikes suing people 

 
Members of the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners listen to information 

about impact fees during a workshop before the regular meeting on Feb. 7. Seen here 

(from left) are Gilchrist County Commissioner Kenrick Thomas, County Commissioner 

Marion Poitevint, Chairman Bill Martin, County Commission Vice Chairman Darrell 

Smith, and County Commissioner Sharon A. Langford. 
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     TRENTON – In the single matter where Gilchrist County one commissioner voted other than the 

rest Thursday evening (Feb. 7), the idea of suing people was one part of the reason. 

 

Gregory Bailey, 

president of North 

Florida Professional 

Services, speaks to the 

County Commission 

about impact fees. He 

reminded listeners 

that Project Manager 

Tori Humphries of 

North Florida 

Professional Services 

is the lead person for 

this undertaking by 

Gilchrist County. 

Commissioners were 

in a workshop as they consider the value of impact fees, which would help the county 

absorb impact from growth as new construction occurs. 
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Some of the people at the hour-long regular twice monthly meeting are seen during the 

event. John Ayers, in the uppermost left, was thanked for his many years of service to 

readers of the Gilchrist County Journal. The paper will stop publishing by the end of 

February, according to information it published. The paper began in 1933, according to 

records. 

 

(from left) County 

Administrator Bobby Crosby, 

County Attorney David M. Lang 

Jr. and Gilchrist County 

Commissioner Kenrick 

Thomas are seen during a 

public hearing to consider 

granting a special use permit 

for a home occupation of 

gunsmithing. 

 

     Gilchrist County Commissioner 

Kenrick Thomas voted “No” as the 

lone dissenter on a motion to 

approve the Florida-Endo 

Settlement Agreement, where 

Gilchrist County is among the 

complainants in a civil case seeking 

compensation from medical issues caused by opioid addiction. 

     Gilchrist County Commission Chairman William “Bill” Martin, County Commission Vice Chairman 

Darrell Smith, and commissioners Sharon A. Langford and Marion Poitevint voted “Yes” on the motion. 

     Gilchrist County Attorney David M. Lang Jr. explained that attorney Eric Romano of the Romano 

Law Group needed the County Commission to execute a participation form as the county being part of 

the lawsuit. 

     The action was required on or before Feb. 9. 
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     This $5,000 to $6,000 settlement amount for Gilchrist County is in line with those which have been 

reached with Endo in other states, according to records. 

     Commissioner Thomas said he voted “No” because he does not like to sue people or entities. Thomas 

said people must be responsible for themselves, rather than depending on the government for 

everything. 

     Thomas said the suit and subsequent restrictions on certain drugs may reach a point where people 

who need the medicine will be completely unable to obtain it. 

OTHER ACTION 

     The first of two regular County Commission meetings in Gilchrist County in February lasted an hour 

and went smoothly as the five elected leaders completed many actions. 

     Before this regular meeting, there was a special workshop for about a half-hour, where Gregory 

Bailey, president of North Florida Professional Services, explained finer points between special 

assessments, Municipal Service Taxing Units and impact fees. 

     Gilchrist County previously has assessed impact fees for a general purpose of capital improvements. 

However, to be in line with current Florida law, the revised impact fees must be more delineated. 

     Impact fees are charges assessed on new development to help pay for public infrastructure required 

to accommodate the new development. Impact fees are generally charged at the issuance of a project’s 

building permit. 

     Among the first eight categories which may have a fee imposed on new construction, where there is 

an impact on the county due to growth are transportation, sanitary sewer, solid waste, drainage, potable 

water, educational, parks and recreational facilities, emergency medical or fire service or law 

enforcement facilities. 

     Money collected from impact fees have specific uses to show those funds are spent to equally counter 

the impact of growth. Project Manager Tori Humphries of North Florida Professional Services is the 

lead person for this undertaking by Gilchrist County as it progresses. 

     There was no definite direction after the workshop, other than the potential for another workshop in 

the future. 

     Meanwhile, the County Commission unanimously approved a workshop on Feb. 24 starting at 3 p.m. 

to discuss the future Gilchrist County Jail, including funding issues. Impact fees being applied to the jail 

present some issues, especially if the fees are imposed after bids are accepted and construction is begun. 

     On another matter, a concerned parent brought a petition to the County Commission to close a road 

or add speed bumps to it in the Oak Leaf Subdivision, to the southeast of Trenton. 

    He was advised that County Attorney Lang would review the petitions and help the man start the 

process for the County Commission to consider the request to close the road or to add speed bumps to 

it. 

     Gilchrist County Fire Chief James Campbell secured a $15,378 grant for equipment. To accept the 

grant, the County Commission voted unanimously. 

     Charles Frank, state volunteer fire coordinator with the Bureau of Fire Standards and Training 

Division of State Fire Marshal, contacted the County Commission about being awarded the  

Grant. 

     The approved project is to purchase five sets of Personal Protective Equipment not to exceed a cost of 

$15,378.40. 

     In another matter, the County Commission agreed to a recommendation from County Administrator 

Bobby Crosby. 

     Alachua County previously had been transporting solid waste from the transfer sites in Gilchrist 

County to the New River Regional Landfill in Raiford (Butler County), Crosby said, for a fee. 

     With Gilchrist County’s garbage volume having increased, the more cost effective way now is for 
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Gilchrist County to take its own garbage to that regional dump. To do this, Crosby is recommending 

Gilchrist County buy three used trailers from Alachua County for $40,000 to $50,000.  

     Rather than $50,000, Crosby explained, these three trailers new would be in the $300,000 range. 

After Chairman Martin asked Crosby is the trailers are in good working order, Crosby said he personally 

looked at two of them a week ago, and they are good to go. 

     Funds for this purchase of those three trailers is slated to come from the contingency budget of Solid 

Waste, Crosby said, as he noted he had conferred with County Clerk Todd Newton about this matter. 

     Crosby said the previous fee of $65 a ton for dumping would drop to $31 to $32 a ton, and even with 

fuel price increases, Crosby sees the county as saving enough from that part of that budget to return the 

funds to the contingency part of that budget, from whence those funds are being drawn to purchase the 

trailers. 

     On another matter, some local gunsmiths are bound to be happy. 

     Attorney Lang helped the County Commission through a public hearing resulting in a Special Use 

Permit being granted to Ozie Parrish, as applicant and Tommy and Michelle M. Parrish, as owner, for 

approval to allow a home occupation for gunsmithing and legal firearms sales. 

     The home occupation allowance includes a restriction on signage, and on traffic. Also, there is no 

outdoor shooting range. 

     Customers will drop-off and pickup their customized weapons at the house on about 24.67 acres of 

property in an agricultural zoning, which allows for this special use permit. 

     Site and development plans are to be approved, too, by the County Commission before this home 

occupation goes into effect. 

     In another set of unanimous votes, Gilchrist County approved a resolution approving an amendment 

to the interlocal agreement between Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist and Union counties, to amend the 

consortium as called for by the “workforce innovation and opportunity act.” 

     This is a continuation of the Crown CareerSource actions that are carried forward from when the 

agency was called Crown Workforce. 

     In another vote on the matter, Commissioner Langford was again approved to be the County 

Commission representative on that consortium, as she has been for the previous 18 years. 

     Gilchrist County Clerk Todd Newton reported on 100 percent success in the sales via sealed bids, 

approved unanimously by the County Commission on Feb. 3 for properties that were county-owned 

after people failed to pay taxes on them. Now, that property did not only bring in revenue from the sale, 

but it is on the record as appraised taxable property. 

     In another report from Clerk Newton, he gave positive news from Hart Springs. Despite flooding 

causing a reduction in visits, an increase in campers showed a net positive in the revenue versus 

expenditures columns of about $100,000 for the previous year. 

     For the budget recap so far in this fiscal year, which began in October, Newton said the county is 

taking in revenue and spending revenue as anticipated so far, and he had no problem areas where he 

felt the County Commission needed to be brought into awareness. 

     Among the other actions by the County Commission on Thursday, there was unanimous approval of 

County Administrator Crosby’s request to name Henry Howe as the new Emergency 9-1-1 Dispatch 

Supervisor and E911 Coordinator for Gilchrist County. 


