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Four more special exceptions 

approved for RVs in Dixie County 

 
One of the members of the Dixie County Sheriff’s Office responsible for keeping 

everyone safe at the Dixie County Commission meeting is seen behind Dixie 

County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham during the Feb. 3 meeting. Dixie County Sheriff 

Darby Butler appears to be striving to make the courthouse more secure than 

when he started his job a year ago, including with more detection of people 

possibly carrying weapons into the County Commission Meeting Room or into the 

Dixie County Courthouse. Meanwhile, County Clerk Higginbotham has proved a 

high degree of success in untangling records from her immediate predecessor’s 

term in office. 
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     CROSS CITY – As has become the custom in Dixie County, approving special exceptions to 

allow a recreational vehicle (RV) to be used on property not zoned for that purpose, again 

happened on Feb. 3. 

     In fact, when there is opposition, that special exception has been denied in the past, however 

at the first of two regular monthly meetings, the County Commission by unanimous vote went 

ahead and approved a such a special exception, despite an objection. There is a finer point to 

that approval, nonetheless. 

     The Dixie County Commission is comprised of Commission Chairman Jamie Storey (Dist. 4), 

Vice Chairman W.C. Mills (Dist. 2), and county commissioners Jody Stephenson, Mark Hatch 

(Dist. 3) and James Valentine. 
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Dixie County Commission Chairman Mark Storey (left) and Vice Chairman W.C. 

Mills are seen just before the start of the first of two regular meetings of the 

County Commission in February. 

 

 
County Commissioner James Valentin (left) and Mark Hatch individually ponder 

thoughts just before the start of the meeting. 
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(from left) County Commissioner Jody Stephenson, County Administrator Duane 

Cannon and County Attorney M. Michael O’Steen are among the leadership team 

for Dixie County, and they are seen during the action of the Feb. 3 meeting. 

 

     The first petition requesting a Special Exception to permit an RV was made by Carmen 

Merchan. This request is to put that RV on the property at 485 N.E. 262nd Ave., in Old Town. 

That is in Chairman Storey’s district. 

     This request was first considered, and the tabled at the Jan. 20 meeting, because Storey said 

there was an objection and he wanted to conduct more research before asking for it to be 

approved. 

     Storey said he approached the petitioner and surrounding neighbors as he went to the site.  

     “I know we had one in opposition, Miss Norma” Storey said. “I have called and called and 

called. I can’t leave no message. And I actually got her address and went by there two or three 

times, and I can’t catch anybody there. So, I feel like I done my job. So, I need a motion to 

accept.” 

     With that, on a motion by Mills, seconded by Stephenson, that special exception request by 

Merchan was granted 5-0. 

     The following three petitions for special exceptions and one request for a zoning variance also 

saw 5-0 votes of approval by the County Commission on Feb. 3. 

     ● Len Stapleton was granted a special exception to permit one RV to be located on the 

property at 380 N.E. 835th St., in Old Town. 

     ● Thomas C Mosiman was granted a special exception to permit one RV to be located on the 

property 2236 N.E 272nd Ave., in Old Town. 

     ● Danny & Christine Dickens was granted a special exception to permit one RV to be located 

on the property 525 N.E. 250th Ave., in Old Town. 

     ● Gail Pinizzotto was granted a variance for a 36-foot by 36-foot pole barn for an RV at 470 

N.E. 899th St., in Old Town. 

     Not every requesting person was granted his or her desires related to changes from what the 

current zoning calls for on property that Thursday. One variance for setbacks in Commissioner 

Hatch’s district was tabled, when his motion to table it was seconded and met with a 5-0 vote of 
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     Kevin Ohmer requested a variance for a reduction of side setbacks to 5 feet, reduce rear 

setbacks to 5 feet, and to reduce the front setback to zero for a cantilever porch with parking 

below. A cantilever is a projecting beam or member supported at only one end. 

     Ohmer wants this at 162 S.E. 228th St., in the community known as Suwannee. 

     During the public hearing on this matter, Dixie County Building Official Leon Wright 

confirmed a question from Commissioner Hatch that a next-door neighbor opposes granting 

this variance. Wright had explained that the previous code violations had been removed and the 

new owner wanted setback reductions to allow a floorplan for a house. 

     Hatch and Wright mentioned that particular code enforcement issue took more than two 

years to resolve before reaching the point where it is now – violation free. 

     “Before he draws a set of plans,” Wright said, “he wants to know if he can get it approved.” 

     Hatch said he wants to talk to neighbors and look to see if there are other setback issues in 

the area, too. As noted, this request was tabled until the Feb. 17 meeting when it will be 

considered for possible approval or denial by the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners. 


