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Charles Goodman shares 

more insight about his background 
Candidate says why to vote for him 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 6, 2022 at 8:12 a.m. 

     WILLISTON – Charles Goodman, one of three candidates in the race to be elected as the 

next mayor of Williston recently shared more information about his background, as well as 

reasons voters should choose him. 

     When asked who he is, Goodman noted “First, a simple truth, I am not a politician. 

     “I didn’t make my way in this world through back-room dealings and political 

manipulations.  I was a working man for the entirety of my life. The values and work-ethic I will 

bring to the office of Williston Mayor are drawn from the real life experiences of working 

tirelessly, of supporting my family, and of serving my country and my community. 

    The candidate spoke about his life. 

     “As a child I grew up as one of five, raised by a single mother on a waitress’ salary in one of 

the lowest income neighborhoods in Gainesville, Porter’s Quarters.  I worked, washing dishes in 

the back of the restaurant as my mother worked 12-hour shifts, seven-days-a-week just to put 

food on our table.” 

     Goodman noted that at the age of 17 years old, he saw no opportunity to attend college. 

Subsequently, he joined the United States Army and was immediately deployed to Vietnam. He 

left everything and everyone he had ever known to serve as a tank commander. 

     “I was dropped into the rainforests of Vietnam, a boy trapped in the nightmare of war,” 

Goodman said. “After being wounded, I was awarded the Bronze Star and finished my tours. 

Upon arriving home stateside, I began what would be a lifelong career in construction.” 

     For the next 30 years, Goodman worked in construction as a foreman and superintendent for 

the same company. When the owner decided to retire, Goodman saw a choice, find another job 

or strike out on his own.  

     “And so, at 50 years old, I passed the contractor’s exam and, with my beautiful wife Sue, I 

spent the next 15 years building my own company,” he said. “Working for myself, I found that 

once again, it was time to answer a call to serve, this time as a member of the Williston City 

Council.” 

     Goodman served as a Council member for eight years, until he resigned. 

     The candidate for mayor said he resigned but because he could no longer justify working 

alongside certain individuals who he felt did not have the best interest of Williston and its 

people at heart.   

     “I am running to work for the people of Williston,” Goodman said, “because you deserve 

someone interested in serving, not ruling, your city.   

     “Many people have asked what I will do if I am elected mayor,” he continued. 

     Before saying what he would do, Goodman noted what he would not do. The following is his 

list as he noted it: 

     ● I won’t be party to a good ‘ole boy’s system of personal favors and back room deals that 

don’t benefit the Williston community. 

     ● I won’t threaten, bully or intimidate city employees to bend them to my will for personal 

gain. 

     ● I won’t treat Williston as two different cities based on whether you live on the East or West 

side. We are ONE community, with several common goals: to grow sustainably, to provide our 
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citizens and local businesses the support and infrastructure they need to thrive, and to operate 

in a fiscally sound and ethical manner at all times. 

     Then he noted what he will do if elected as mayor: 

     ● I will serve the community and its citizens to the best of my ability. 

     ● I will focus on state and federal grants to address the dangerous issues with our city’s aging 

water system. 

     ● I will work to see that citizens billed for city services actually have access to those services. 

     ● I will work to create a seamless, transparent means of citizens being able to communicate 

their needs to elected and appointed leaders and to review progress on community priorities.   

     ● I will work with the officers of our police department to institute community outreach and 

policing programs focused on at-risk youth and reducing officer-citizen conflicts. 

     ● I will continue to fight for the humane and ethical treatment of our community’s animals 

and wildlife.   

     The mayoral candidate noted the voters will choose the next mayor of Williston in the 

election on March 1, and he wants them to vote for him. 


