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Department head keeps job after 

allegedly hitting county commissioner 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 3, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 

     DIXIE COUNTY – The head of the Dixie County Road Department kept his job after hitting one of 

the county commissioners who can hire or fire department heads in Dixie County, according to records. 

     Information in a Nov. 24, 2021, email from a firm that looked at the alleged battery, and information 

from a Nov. 3, 2021, probable cause affidavit from the Cross City Police Department shows some 

background for a video that was published in HardisonInk.com, and as of Feb. 3 had 7,600 views. 

     That video can be seen by clicking HERE. 

     On Nov. 3, 2021, at a bit past 4 p.m., Donn Steven Hutchison, 57, of Horseshoe Beach, hit Paul Jody 

Stephenson, 55, of Old Town, when both men were inside the office of Dixie County Manager William 

Duane Cannon, according to the probable cause affidavit authored by Cross City Police Department 

Officer R. Tew, who investigated the alleged battery of an elected public official. 

     Hutchison is the Dixie County Road Department superintendent. Stephenson is a member of the 

Dixie County Board of County Commissioners. Hutchison was listed on the Feb. 3 agenda for the twice-

monthly meeting of the County Commission, but he was among the department heads who were absent 

from the Feb. 3 meeting. 

     The alleged punching incident happened a few months ago. 

     On the afternoon of Nov. 3, 2021, CCPD Officer Tew noted in the probable cause affidavit, he arrived 

at County Manager Cannon’s office, located at 56 N.E. 210th Ave. in Cross City to investigate a reported 

altercation in progress. When the officer arrived, the alleged fighting parties already had left the scene, 

according to the report. 

     The investigating officer noted that Hutchison “… did intentionally and knowingly touch or strike an 

elected official Dixie County Commissioner Paul Jody Stephenson against his will. The defendant with a 

closed fist struck the victim in the face.” 

     Stephenson reportedly suffered injuries to his mouth, neck and eye as a result of the alleged battery, 

according to the police report. 

     The report by Officer Tew showed that he arrived at County Manager Cannon’s Office and was 

greeted by Administrative Assistant Martha McCaskill. She told the investigating officer that when she 

entered the county manager’s office during the alteration, Commissioner Stephenson, Road 

Superintendent Hutchison and Hutchison’s brother Louis Burton Hutchison, 65, of Chiefland, were all 

in an area in front of Cannon’s desk, Tew noted. 

     The municipal law enforcement officer observed that a table and chairs appeared to have been 

pushed around, drinks appeared to be spilled, and the area looked as if a struggle had occurred there 

recently before Tew arrived. 

     County Manager Cannon spoke with the investigating officer, Tew noted.  

     During a meeting Cannon was having with Road Superintendent Hutchison, Commissioner 

Stephenson entered the room and the three men began discussing road department business. A few 

minutes later, Cannon told CCPD Officer Tew, Louis Hutchison entered the room and sat at a table at 

the back of the room. 

     Commissioner Stephenson and Road Superintendent Hutchison began raising their voices in regard 

to where certain dirt should be placed or not placed, the investigating officer reported Cannon told him. 

     Cannon tried to intervene to calm the men down, Tew said he was told.  

     The county manager’s attempt to quell the verbal dispute did not succeed, Tew reported. 

     The two men exclaimed to each other that they would “step outside,” the investigating law 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2_ytnsS8Eo&t=56s
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enforcement officer noted, as if they planned to engage in a physical altercation with one another 

outside.  

     “Mr. Cannon then advised as the two men began to stand up out of their chairs, Superintendent 

Donn Hutchison then intentionally punched Commissioner Paul Stephenson in the face with a closed 

fist.” 

     Cannon then told Officer Tew that the men began grappling with each other, falling to the office 

floor. At that point, Cannon and Louis Hutchison began to try to separate the two men, Officer Tew said 

Cannon told him. 

     Cannon said Louis Hutchison succeeded in separating his brother from Stephenson, Tew reported. 

Superintendent Hutchison followed the advice of Louis Hutchison, Tew said Cannon told him, and he 

left. Then, law enforcement arrived and the investigation began. 

     Louis Hutchison gave a sworn statement in an affidavit, Tew noted, that Commissioner Stephenson 

struck him in the face with a closed fist during the altercation, when Louis Hutchison separated the two 

combatants – Road Superintendent Hutchison and County Commissioner Stephenson. It was unknown 

as to whether the commissioner meant to hit Louis Hutchison, Tew reported. 

     The current method for hiring and firing department heads rests on the shoulders of the five County 

Commission members, although there is continuing work on a revision to that system, which has been 

in the formative stage for years. 

     The Dixie County Commission reached out to the Florida Association of Counties and secured the 

services of an independent third party to review the matter. 

     In a Nov. 24, 2021, email to Dixie County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey, Jason C. Taylor of 

The Krizner Group of Tallahassee, noted his assessment. 

     The Krizner Group is a full-service law firm that concentrates its practice in assisting organizations 

both before and after disputes arise.  

     Based on statements from County Administrator Cannon, Commissioner Stephenson, Road 

Superintendent Hutchison and Louis Hutchison that were provided to Taylor, Taylor provided his input 

to Chairman Storey. 

     Taylor concluded that Superintendent Hutchison threw the first punch, after both men escalated a 

discussion to reach that point. 

     While both men verbally fanned the flames of discontent between each other, Taylor noted “… there 

is nothing to reasonably establish that in any manner Mr. Hutchison’s actions were appropriate for a 

County employee, particularly at a supervisory level. Moreover, the actions as documented in the 

different statements establish Mr. Hutchison’s actions are sufficient to proceed with termination.” 

     The analyst noted the commissioner shared in blame for the fight. 

     “This analysis does not establish that Commissioner Jody Stephenson is without fault,” Taylor noted. 

“Mr. Hutchison did provide information related to the altercation and previous instances of what 

appear to be improper conduct for a Commissioner. However, it is unclear aa to whether those issues 

were reported before the altercation in Duane Cannon’s office. 

     “Because of the serious nature of the concerns Mr. Hutchison expressed,” Taylor continued, “that 

information as well as the events related to the altercation, should be reported to the Florida 

Commission on Ethics.” 

     Taylor them provided the link to the Ethics Commission’s form for filing a complaint. 


