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Six structures approved 
for replacement or significant repair 

 
Standing at the 
podium as the 
Gilchrist County 
Commission hears 
a proposal to 
subdivide a 20-
acre parcel into 
two, 10-acre 
pieces, is Gene 
Parrish of Parrish 
Land Surveying 
hears the approval 
of the future 
Green Pastures 
Subdivision as its 
final subdivision 
plat sees a 5-0 
vote of approval. 
Parrish was 
standing at the 
podium Thursday 
(Feb. 24) on behalf of David W. Padot, Jennifer Padot Colling, Brent A. 
Harbour and Kathryn B. Harbour who sought to divide the one parcel into 
two. The creation of this subdivision was one of the many actions by the 
Gilchrist County Commission, which was beyond the approval of six other 
properties to receive CDBG funding for demolition-construction or 
rehabilitation. County Commissioner Sharon Akins Langford said the 
County Commission needs to review its local development regulations to 
consider revisions relevant to subdivisions, as well as other matters. Her 
colleagues concurred. 
 
Story and Photos 
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     TRENTON – Among the many actions by the Gilchrist County Commission on 
Thursday night (Feb. 24) was the approval of funding for significant repairs or complete 
replacement on six residential structures. 
     The five Gilchrist County Commission members are Sharon Akins Langford (Dist. 1), 
Bill Martin (Dist. 2), Darrell Smith (Dist. 3), Marion Poitevint (Dist. 4) and Kenrick 
Thomas (Dist. 5). 
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Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby and Gilchrist County 
Attorney David Miller ‘Duke’ Lang Jr. listen to discussions at the County 
Commission meeting. Crosby and Lang are among the top county staff 
members who help the County Commission decide actions to help the 
residents and visitors of Gilchrist County. 
 
     The money came from Gilchrist County being awarded a $750,000 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) in the Housing Rehabilitation Category to repair or 
replace a minimum of 11 Low to Moderate Income (LMI -below 80 percent of area 
median income) owner-occupied homes located in the unincorporated parts of Gilchrist 
County.  
     David Fox of Fred Fox Enterprises said there were 43 initial applicants for this CDBG. 
     That was narrowed to 23 being able to be ranked because some applicants were 
within a city’s limits, and some of the applicants exceeded income restrictions. 
     While the original grant called for 11 projects, the increased cost of materials to 
construct or repair homes caused the number to be reduced to seven by the County 
Commission, upon the recommendation of Fox. Another factor was the need for homes 
that are being rehabilitated to have resolved code violations as well as to meet certain 
federal standards. 
     There will be a public hearing before the final approval of the reduction from 11 to 
seven projects approved. That is set for March 7. So far, there are only six possible 
projects with the $750,000 CDBG funds. 
     Gilchrist County Attorney David Miller “Duke” Lang Jr. asked Fox to explain the 
ranking method. Essentially, the first qualifier was household income. After that, 
priority was given to households with a disabled person or with a senior citizen. 
     Only six of those seven finalists qualified for the awards. The one that washed out at 
the end happened because the estimated cost of repair exceeded the total value of the 
structure. 
     The double-wide mobile home rehabilitation included in bid group #2 was not 
recommended for award due to high rehabilitation cost for a doublewide mobile home 
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and limited CDBG funds remaining. 
     The owner of that doublewide mobile home was Carleton Seward of Bell. 
Rehabilitation of that mobile home would have cost the CDBG $82,449. 
     The six approved Thursday are said to meet CDBG Program requirements that all 
code violations, health and safety items, and Section 8 Housing Standards have been 
addressed. 
     Still, even with the six approval votes and on rejection vote of these seven projects, 
these are not completely done deals yet. There is a high probability of all six approved 
coming to fruition, nevertheless. 
     The construction award of all six homes (one demolition-replacement and five 
rehabilitations) proposed are contingent upon the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity’s (DEO) approval to reduce total number of homes addressed under the 
Gilchrist County CDBG Housing Grant from 11 down to the proposed seven. 
     The Florida DEO is administering funds to the county, but this CDBG funding comes 
from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
     Approved by the County Commission, upon recommendation of Fred Fox Enterprises 
Inc.: 
     ● Demolition – Replacement Home – Owner, Mary Gibbs at 3860 NW 67th Terrace, 
Bell. Low Bidder - Certified Roofing and Construction - $117,350. Bid includes existing 
home demolition ($7,350) and construction base bid of a new 2 bedroom/1 bath, 
minimum 900 square-foot concrete block home ($110,000). 
     ● Rehabilitation Site Built Home – Owner, Teresa Cameron at 399 N.W. 93rd Lane, 
Branford. Cost – $96,711. Low Bidder -Certified Roofing and Construction. 
     ● Rehabilitation Site Built Home – Owner, Faye Hurst at 2050 S.W. 19th Circle, 
Trenton. Cost - $92,600. Low Bidder - Jeff White Construction. 
     ● Rehabilitation Site Built Home – Owner, Arthur Wood at 6219 S.E. 71st Place 
Trenton. Cost - $43,475. Low Bidder -Certified Roofing and Construction. 
      ●Rehabilitation Site Built Home – Owner, Robert Whittaker at 6650 N.E. 55th St., 
High Springs. Cost - $72,666. Low Bidder -Certified Roofing and Construction. 
     ● Doublewide Mobile Home Rehabilitation – Owner, Cecilia Moyers at 1059 S.W. 
70th Ave., Bell. Cost - $50,400. Low Bidder - Certified Roofing and Construction. 
     David Fox said the remaining $50,000 in the CDBG can be used for potential cost 
overruns on the six approved projects. 

Other Action 
     Among the other actions that night, the County Commission unanimously approved 
the reappointments to the Hart Springs Dive Board. 
     The members are Chairman Joel Clark, Pete Butt, Kevin Jones, Ken Sallot, Jeff 
Reeves, Rick Robinson and Hart Springs Park Manager Bryan Freeman Jr.  
     Regarding the sport of scuba diving at Hart Springs, the County Commission the Dive 
Management Plan showed a couple of amendments, which met with a 5-0 vote of 
approval. 
     Now, divers must be credentialed in the technologies they are using (gases, 
rebreathers). Guides must volunteer twice per year in service of the park, guiding counts 
(1 day of guiding = 1 day of service). 


