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Police chief announces retirement plan 
Horse honored with statue 

 
WPD Police Chief Dennis Strow gives the Williston City Council two 
months’ notice of his intent to retire on April 22. 
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     WILLISTON – Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow on Tuesday night (Feb. 22) 
surprised the Williston City Council with his announcement of his plan to retire effective 
on April 22, about 60 days before after he gave notice to the City Council and to the 
mayor. 
     The 67-year-old Strow has been serving the people of Florida in the law enforcement 
profession for more than 50 years now. For more than the past 10 years, Strow has 
served as police chief of the Williston Police Department, and he was twice called to be 
the city manager during times when the City Council was in-between having a person to 
fill that post in this past decade of service to the easternmost municipality in Levy 
County. 
     “Today, I see that journey coming to an end,” the chief said. 
     As he made the announcement, listeners could hear the sadness in his voice. 
     The chief said his sojourn in Williston was made successful thanks to the late 
Williston Mayor Emeritus R. Gerald Hethcoat, Mayor Jerry Robinson and the various 
members of the Williston City Council during the past 10 years. 
     It was “their confidence and unwavering support,” Strow said, that made his ability to 
serve the residents and visitors of Williston possible in the past 10-plus years. 
     The chief was quick to note that his wife Susie has been provided him with daily 
support as he continued in law enforcement through this past decade. 
     “Most of all,” Chief Strow said, “I want to thank the men and women of the Williston 
Police Department. Their professionalism and dedication to duty are second to none. It 
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has been my honor to serve with them.” 
     The chief said he considers himself very blessed and fortunate “… to be able to go to 
work every day, doing what I love to do, serving the public and trying to make a positive 
difference. 
     The chief said he knows that this stage in his life, the time has come to stop working 
and to start enjoying things even beyond the joy he feels while serving in his profession.  
     “In closing,” Chief Strow said, “I won’t cry because it’s over. I’ll smile because it 
happened.” 
     As the chief walked from the podium, he was given a standing ovation by everyone 
present for the meeting. 
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This is the statue of 
Foolish Pleasure, 
winner of the 1975 
Kentucky Derby, 
scheduled for 
placement in 
Heritage Park soon.  

     As has been noted for 
some time on the 

Community Calendar of the Calendar Page, the Williston Community Redevelopment 
Agency (CRA) has scheduled a 50th Birthday Celebration and Memorial Dedication of a 
statue and plaques to honor Foolish Pleasure, a Williston horse that won the 1975 (101st) 
Kentucky Derby. 
     Foolish Pleasure (March 23, 1972-Nov. 2, 1994) was a bay horse (Equus caballus) 
bred at Williston by Waldemar Farms Inc. He was owned by John L. Greer and trained 
by LeRoy Jolley, who had previously been partners in the colt Ridan. The stallion was 
sired by What A Pleasure, who won the Hopeful Stakes in 1967 before becoming a 
successful breeding stallion. 
     Williston CRA Chairman Nick Williams announced the ceremony to honor the 
thoroughbred racehorse during the Tuesday night (Feb. 22) meeting of the Williston 
City Council. 
     The statue is hollow, Williams said, and that is why the CRA is putting it up on a 
pedestal to reduce the odds of some foolish person sitting on it. The CRA chose against 
installing a fence around it, Williams said, because that would detract from the 
monument to the locally famous horse. 
     The program to commemorate the statue’s placement as well as what would have 
been the 50th birthday of the horse is slated for March 23 at 6 p.m. in Heritage Park.  

 


