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Clerk gets raise 
Building needs help 

 
Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow (left) and Williston Fire Chief Lamar Stegall are 
seen during discussion about the need for replacing five giant bay (garage) doors for 
the fire station and other relatively significant reconstruction needs at the Williston 
Police Department. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 23, 2022 at 4:12 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – While the Bronson Town Council and the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners, as well as the Williston Redevelopment Agency all met at the same time on the same 
date last night (Feb. 22), another government group met, reaching resolutions on some matters and 
continuing other issues. 
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     The Williston City Council gave City Clerk Latricia Wright a raise. 
     The Council appears to be hamstrung still on what to do about fixing the Williston Police 
Department and Williston Fire Rescue combined stations. 
     Cornelius Williams Park shows progress and promise, although at least one vehicle-driving vandal 
was mentioned. 
     Meanwhile Wright-Pierce Engineering saw a positive action and its representative shared a happy 
note of hope regarding the next Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) cycle, as far as 
improving some sewer systems equipment. 
     Linda Cooper, a chronic complainer at Levy County government meetings, was listed on the agenda 
under “Possible Action: Council Members’ Email Addresses, Investigation of Gift Cards Received. 
Linda Cooper.”  
     Copper was absent from the Williston City Council meeting of Feb. 23, though, and as a result City 
Council President Debra Jones moved through that part of the agenda with relatively good speed. 
 

Clerk gets raise 
     City Clerk Latricia Wright was given a 3.74 percent raise to her current annual salary of $51,000 to 
make it $52,907 now. 
     Williston Human Resources Director Deanna Nelson provided the City Council with a cumulative 
report from the input the five of them gave to her in evaluating the city clerk. 
     Out of a possible 5, overall Wright scored a 3.74 evaluation.  
     City Council President Debra Jones suggested giving the 3.74 precent increase based on the 
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tradition of the evaluation equaling an increase in pay. 
     There was a lot of discussion, including Albert Fuller Sr. reminding the City Council members that 
if the cost of living increase for the year is more than 3.74 percent, then this raise is not a raise, much 
less a raise based on merit. 
     The City Council only evaluates the city manager and the city clerk as they consider whether to 
award raises to those two employees of the city. 
     In any event, despite Jones repeatedly asking for a motion and second for some action, it seemed 
like the City Council wanted to slow-walk this issue into yet another discussion in a couple of weeks. 
     Finally, City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson made a motion, followed by a speech by 
City Councilman Michael Cox about consistency, et cetera, before he seconded that motion.  
     The motion met with a 5-0 vote of approval. 

WPD-WFR building needs help 
     Fire Chief Lamar Stegall said replacement of five big doors for the fire station will cost about 
$35,000. 
     The city has a $100,000 loan from Drummond Community Bank to help the Williston Police 
Department’s station and the Williston Fire-Rescue Station. However, bids for the WPD came in far 
beyond what was anticipated. 
     Added to that are problems with finding a contractor, supply-chain for materials and workers to 
complete construction. 
     Fire Chief Stegall has a quote from the only vendor who can replace the doors. The City Council, 
though, chose against moving forward with door replacement. 
     City Council President Debra Jones asked if the WPD part of construction was just to be out of 
consideration. She spoke about a man’s father who could be a volunteer contractor. 
     After more discussion, the City Council chose to table the WPD-WFR building matters until a later 
meeting. 
     In another infrastructure matter, Wright-Pierce Engineering, a multidisciplinary environmental 
engineering firm providing sustainable water, wastewater and infrastructure engineering services, 
was selected by a 5-0 vote to provide general engineering services to the city. 
     Like the CDBG to be sought by Wright-Pierce, this matter was under the direction of Williston 
Public Works Director Jonathen Bishop. The hope for the CDBG Neighborhood Revitalization will be 
for work on a couple of lift stations for the wastewater collection system. 
     If the grant is awarded, it would be another year before work starts, according to information 
provided by Dennis Davis of Wright-Pierce. Joining Davis at the meeting was Walt Nichols of Wright-
Pierce. 
 

Park improvements continue 
     City Manager Jackie Gorman and City Planner Laura Jones seem upbeat about a potential for a 
$500,000 grant to help improve the Cornelius Williams Community Park. Staff were in Tallahassee at 
that very minute advocating for this assistance. 
     However, even if the grant gets past this initiation, the Florida Legislature would have to approve 
it. And then, there is the power of Gov. Ron DeSantis to line-item veto whatever the Florida Senate 
and House of Representatives put forth for the budget. 
     While the state funding is somewhat of a pipe dream now, there is continuous local work at the 
park by volunteers and city staff members. 
    The Friends of Cornelius Williams Community Park recently completed a cleanup the park day, 
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complete with a grilled hotdog lunch celebration at the end. 
     There was some mention of a need for some fencing, however, because a person vandalized the 
ground with a vehicle that was able to go onto the park grounds. The fence discussion petered out, 
though, because it was not on the agenda. 
     On another recreation-oriented matter, a man approached the City Council to speak about bringing 
hot-air balloons to the Williston Municipal Airport. 
     He is seeking a special event permit for March 18, 19 and 20 from 5 to 9 p.m. each of those 
evenings. There would be moored balloons measuring 85-feet tall by 45-fet wide. The balloons would 
not be launched. 
     Food trucks and a bounce house are potentially going to be part of the fun. Staff will work with the 
man to determine if this is a special event that can happen. 
     Meanwhile, for a $5 admission fee and a $2 parking fee, people can attend the Miles of Smiles 
event at the airport on Feb. 26 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sponsored by Capital City Bank and others, this 
event is scheduled to have a bounce house, food, music and more. 
 

Emergency Meeting Set 
     While some may call it a special meeting, the Williston City Council agreed with Mayor Jerry 
Robinson calling an emergency meeting to happen starting at 7:30 p.m. on March 1. 
     This will be Municipal Election Day in Williston. 
     The voters are choosing between three candidates for mayor and between two candidates for the 
Group D seat on Williston City Council. Given there are three candidates in that mayor race, if one 
candidate does not receive at least one vote more than the 50 percent mark of voters who cast ballots 
in that race, then there is going to be a runoff election on March 29 to decide who will be the next 
mayor of Williston. 


