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Alligators and manatee thrill park crowd 

 
The winter woods next to the spring run leading to the Suwannee River from 
Manatee Springs State Park has a seasonal beauty. Its relatively barren of the 
green seen in the spring, however it has a different majesty of natural beauty for 
its own season in time. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Several people, including scuba divers and other swimmers, made their 
way to Manatee Springs State Park Sunday afternoon (Feb. 20), as folks are inclined to go there 

all the time for 
recreation and 
leisure. 
 
In this video, 
and alligator 
makes a turn in 
the Suwannee 
River. Click on 
the still picture 
left to see 
the VIDEO. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FSDxKS3OUM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FSDxKS3OUM
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The cypress swamp on one side of the boardwalk leading out from the spring to 
the river is relatively low now. The Suwannee River ebbs and flows and rises and 
falls, sometimes by feet at a time depending on rainfall and other factors. 
 

 
This cypress knee remnant can be seen as a shark opening its mouth ready to 
chomp into something. In a larger version of the picture, even the cypress shark’s 
eyes can be seen. Think of the light crescent part as its lower mouth and its mouth 
being open, with its nose being tilted up as it looks at the camera.  
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A turtle swims in the river as its shadow is seen on the riverbed in water that is 
relatively more clear than normal. 
 

 
Canoeists prepare to pass over a baby manatee, seen under the water in the lower 
right of this photo. Meanwhile, an alligator was behind the two sets of paddlers by 
about 30 feet. These canoes are rented from Anderson Outdoor Adventures, 
according to what is printed on the paddles. The concession stand at Manatee 
Springs Park, by the way, is closed. 
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A baby manatee rests on the bottom of the river. A manatee can hold its breath 
for a long time, but then the marine mammal will come up for a breath. 

 

 
 

 
In this photo of the alligator, its 'third' eyelid is closed on both eyes. Like many 
animals, alligators have two eyelids to protect each eye. However, when an 
alligator submerges, a clear, third eyelid covers each eye.  
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In the three other 
pictures here,  
of one of 
two alligators  
noticed in or near 
Manatee Springs 
State Park during 
a 30-minute visit, 
this one 
is swimming in the 
Suwannee River, 
where Manatee 
Springs empties 
into the river. 
Alligators are a 
protected species 
in Florida. Feeding 
them is illegal, 
because once they 
start getting fed by 
humans, they lose 
their fear, and they 
see humans as a 
food source. 
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This other alligator is enjoying a day in the sun on the banks of the run that leads 
from Manatee Springs to the Suwannee River. Alligators are a protected species 
in Florida. Taking pictures of them is allowed, but do not touch or harass them. 
Alligators can be hunted during a certain time, however that is only with a 
special, very limited license. 
 

 
In this close-up view of the alligator’s face, observers can see how the animal 
blends in with its surroundings -- even when it is seen close-up. 
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     In addition to the birds, snakes and turtles, and the ability to swim in the springs, as well as 
to scuba dive, two alligators and a baby manatee drew the attention of children and adults late 
that afternoon. 
     One gator with algae on it, which served the gator as added camouflage, rested on the bank 
of the spring’s outlet run going toward the Suwannee River. Another alligator cruised relatively 
quickly out the spring run to the river and then swam, still floating with his eyes above water 
with a turn toward some aquatic plants next to the shore on the outlet creek, away from the 
dock at the end of the boardwalk. 
     A baby manatee laid on the bottom off from the boardwalk. 
     There were canoeists and kayakers galore launching from the park as well as paddling on the 
river. And a number of the visitors brought their dogs on leashes to enjoy the state park, too. 
     It was as if the cold Saturday night had quickly blossomed into a spring day on Sunday 
afternoon. While it was warm enough to attract some non-scuba swimmers, the spring was not 
as crowded as it can be on some summer days. 
     In fact, it was not too hot to paddle, and it was not too cold to swim. As Goldilocks and some 
others might have said, “It was just right.” 
     It appeared during a 30-minute visit late Sunday afternoon that a good time was had by all. 

 


