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      JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA (INS) -- The change of a plea hearing for the Third Judicial 

Circuit's former State Attorney Jeff Siegmeister was canceled instead of continued and ordered 

to be continued to Tuesday (Feb. 22) by the Court because of an issue with one of the 

government's filings.   Siegmeister is facing federal criminal charges, which are being ruled on at 

the District Court in Jacksonville. 

     Court documents do not state why the hearing was canceled nor does the current record show 

a new date for the hearing. During the most recent court session, the judge addressed issues 

with the notice of maximum penalties filed and requested the government file documents 

stating how it came up with the maximum penalties. 

     That notice has been filed with the Court. In that notice, the prosecution uses several previous 

caselaw citations to indicate that Siegmeister's conspiracy to interfere with commerce by 

extortion falls under the Hobbs Act rather than other federal criminal conspiracy statutes. 

     Siegmeister's attorney requested the hearing be rescheduled to allow time to meet with his 

client and discuss the needed changes. In a Jan. 24 hearing, the defense said Siegmeister 

intended to enter a guilty plea. Siegmeister initially pled not guilty in April. 

     The former state attorney for the Third Judicial Circuit is charged with conspiracy to commit 

extortion, aiding and abetting extortion, federal program bribery, conspiracy to commit federal 

program bribery, conspiracy to use a facility of commerce for unlawful activity, wire fraud and 

filing false tax returns. 

     The charges combine for a maximum sentence of 129 years if convicted. 

     Co-defendant attorney M. Michael O'Steen is scheduled to go to trial beginning March 7, 

according to records. 

     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: To see a previously published HardisonInk.com story from some of 

the federal criminal court action after the indictments and arrests of Siegmeister and O’Steen 

from early 2021, please click HERE. 

     Any person charged, including when they are indicted, with a crime or crimes in the United 

States of America is presumed innocent unless they are found guilty through court proceedings. 

Every defendant enters the courtroom with a presumption of innocence. 
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