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LCSO warns about unlawful use of vehicles 

Tri-County Area plagued 

by ATVs, dirt bikes and golfcarts 

 
This photo of a golfcart in the parking lot of the Save-A-Lot store in Chiefland, at 

the Intersection of U.S. Highway 129 and U.S. 19 last week, shows a potential use 

by its driver of not abiding by traffic laws to have reached this parking space. The 

City of Chiefland, though, has made some of its roads able to be used by golfcarts, 

especially benefitting the area visitors residing at Southern Leisure RV Resort 

near Walmart. 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 20, 2022 at 9:12 a.m. 

     LEVY COUNTY -- The Levy County Sheriff’s Office reportedly recently put a reminder to 

residents and visitors in Levy County that the use of any ATV (all-terrain vehicle), including 

multi-passenger UTV (utility task vehicles), are prohibited for use on county and state roads in 

Levy County. 

     This also extends to motorcycles (dirt bikes) that do not have a license plate and proper 

registration, the LCSO noted on a social media site, according to the LCSO public information 

officer.  

     “However, these vehicles can be used on private property,” according to what was posted on a 

Facebook page. 

     Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County sheriffs’ offices receive complaints from 

people throughout the year about the unlawful use of ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles built for off-road 

use, and golfcarts being driven on roads not meant for use by these vehicles. 

     ATVs are reported to have been driven recklessly and having destroyed graded county-

maintained roads as well, according to an LCSO Facebook posting. Ruts on grassy side medians 

are indicators of frequent use by ATVs and similar vehicles, and they are found in all three 
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     A check with LCSO Public Information Officer Lt. Scott Tummond showed there have been 

zero citations issued by the LCSO to people for unlawful use of roads by ATVs or similar 

suspected traffic law violators in 2022 as of Thursday (Feb. 17). 

     Levy County includes a much larger geographic area, with far more roads than Gilchrist 

County or Dixie County, and as for a cruiser catching an ATV, the ATVS are able to go on other 

terrain while the cruisers are built for the roads. Meanwhile, some drivers are scoffing at the law 

and thumbing their noses to law enforcement by blatantly violating traffic laws regulating those 

vehicles. 

     There have been deaths and injuries reported from ATV and similar vehicles on both public 

and private roads in the Tri-County Area in recently past years.  


