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Single-member districts 
shot down quickly in Dixie County 

Gregory 'Greg' Bailey, 
president of North 
Florida Professional 
Services, speaks to the 
Dixie County 
Commission about a 
bid from Slack 
Construction to 
improve Dixie County 
Courthouse security 
for just over $119,300. 
Slack Construction 
was the lowest bidder 
on the project and the 
County Commission 
approved the award of 
the bid with a 
unanimous vote. 
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     CROSS CITY – Dixie County Commissioner Mark Hatch heard his idea for single-member 
districts and term limits for county commissioners quickly die Thursday night (Feb. 17). 
 
Dixie County 
Commission Chairman 
Jamie Storey is seen with 
Deputy Clerk Della 
Rhymes after the 
meeting Feb. 17 as he is 
signing papers. Also, 
seeking Storey’s 
signature on papers after 
the meeting was Dixie 
County Manager Duane 
Cannon (out of range in 
this picture). As for 
Rhymes, during her time 
to speak at the meeting 
Dixie County Clerk 
Barbie Higginbotham mentioned this particular deputy clerk has been doing an 
extraordinary job. Clerk Higginbotham has mentioned before that every member of her 
staff is serving the residents and visitors of Dixie County to a high degree. 
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Frank Darabi, 
president of Darabi & 
Associates Inc., an 
engineering firm 
based in Gainesville, 
speaks to the County 
Commission about 
engineering that 
must be completed 
before adding 
culverts or ditches. 
Arbitrarily altering 
the drainage next to 
roadways is not a 
best management 

practice. Darabi went to the podium when a county commissioner suggested putting in 
pipes before a paving project was completed. Another gentleman addressing the County 
Commission Thursday night, chose to yell from his seat in the audience rather than go 
to the podium. He mentioned that research in the county is continuing to better reduce 
the odds for flash flooding like has happened recently. As for ditches being blocked in a 
swamp to the north, which is attributed as being a key factor in Dixie County’s flooding 
woes, there appears to be no easy solution to that issue, yet. 
 
 

 
Dixie County 
Emergency Services 
Chief Darian Brown 
brings the County 
Commission up to 
speed on some 
matters. Also 
enlightening the 
commissioners that 
night was Scott 
Pendarvis, the IT 
director for the 
county, who received 
a 5-0 vote of approval 
to purchase fiber 
Internet service for 
three government 
buildings in Cross City. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon (left) and Dixie County Attorney M. Michael 
O’Steen are seen in action Thursday night as they help the County Commission. A 
workshop regarding culverts and other matters is set to happen an hour before the next 
regular meeting of the County Commission in Cross City. 
 
     Commission Chairman Jamie Storey, Commission Vice Chairman W.C. Mills and Commissioner 
Jody Stephenson all said they strongly object to the idea of single-member districts. 
     Dixie County voters always have voted countywide for the commissioners in the five separate 
districts, they noted, and the commissioners said they see the county as one county and not five 
districts. They all noted they help one another regardless of where a resident or visitor is seeking help 
in Dixie County. 
     Single-member district voting means county commissioners are chosen only by the voters in the 
district in which they reside. This is members of the United States House of Representatives are 
elected. 
     Changing from countywide elections to single-member district elections requires the voters to 
make that choice in an election. 
     A Florida county that switched to single-member votes, away from countywide votes for its county 
commissioners, is seeing that question put to the voters again. Do the people of Sarasota County want 
to switch back to countywide from single-member district elections for their choice of county 
commissioners? 
     In 2018, nearly 60 percent of voters in Sarasota County chose single-member districts in Sarasota 
County. Now, with fewer than four years having passed, the Sarasota Board of County Commissioners 
are seeking a do-over at the ballot box. Late last year, that County Commission unanimously voted to 
put a measure on the upcoming March 8 special election ballot that revisits the issue in Sarasota 
County. 
     In Dixie County, there appears to be little likelihood of a do-over required, at least for now. 
     Hatch asked a two-point question, though, and his second point gained absolutely zero traction. 
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     As for term limits, that did not reach discussion beyond Commissioner Hatch bringing it up. 
     Commissioner James Valentine did not voice his opinion on single-member districts for the 
election of county commissioners in Dixie County, and like his colleagues, he was silent about term 
limits for Dixie County commission members.  
     Term limits would keep a county commissioner in Dixie County from being reelected, and 
reelected, and reelected. Currently, the members of the Florida Senate and Florida House of 
Representatives are limited in how many times they can be reelected. 
     For instance, State Rep. Charles Wesley "Chuck" Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry, Dist. 21) is limited to 
one more reelection this coming election. Given that he is reelected, then he could not run again for 
the immediate next term – even if no other candidate qualified in that future election. 
     As for State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5), she was elected after her husband 
used up his term limits in that very office. 
 

In Other Action 
     In a rather stark and shocking action, a volunteer at one of the county parks – Purvis Landing Park 
and Boat Ramp – will be told that his services are no longer needed. Apparently, according to one 
man who spoke to the county leaders Thursday night, this volunteer has not been doing his job of 
park upkeep, and there have been used syringes found in the park. 
     When another Dixie County resident complained about otherwise homeless people camping out on 
property, he was told the owner of that land is being fined $200-a-day for the ongoing proven 
violation of zoning laws in Dixie County. When the fines reach enough to equal the value of the 
property, lien and foreclosure action will occur and the county will own the property, the complainer 
was told. 
     Then the county will evict the “tenants.” However, comments from the commissioners showed this 
just leads to those people moving to another piece of land. 
     Commissioner Stephenson asked his contemporaries if there weren’t some other actions the county 
might consider to reduce the situations causing other humans to be forced to live in tents, or under 
tarps. 
     The complaining resident appeared to be unaffected by hearing that other people are in such 
distress. He showed no compassion for those people. The complainer’s his wife said there are children 
living in that squalor as well, and she commented about health hazards that are not being addressed 
immediately, in contrast with waiting for code violation fines leading seizing property and to eviction. 
     The couple’s solution – move the campers out of that area because it is too close to where they live. 
     Code Enforcement Officer Steve Fremen said the county is doing all it can within the bounds of the 
law to enforce building and zoning laws. Dixie County just started having a code enforcement officer 
within the past year or so, and Fremen, who also serves as the Dixie County Veterans Services Officer, 
has more than 100 active cases now. 
     The Dixie County Commission continues striving to improve the overall quality of life in this rural 
Florida county. 
     Regarding the ongoing matter of weak, or expensive, or weak and expensive Internet service in 
parts of Dixie County, the county is reaching out to Comcast. A man told the County Commission that 
he called customer service at Comcast, because it is serving Lake City now. 
     County staff was instructed to reach out to Comcast to see if that company can serve residents and 
visitors in Dixie County with reliable, relatively inexpensive Internet service. 
     As for the county’s own Internet service, it is going to have fiber Internet service that will serve the 
Dixie County Emergency Operations Center, the UF/IFAS Extension Office and the Dixie County 
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Courthouse, thanks to work by Scott Pendarvis, the IT director for the county, who received a 5-0 vote 
of approval to purchase fiber Internet service for those three government buildings in Cross City. 
     The County Commission moved forward with its many other business activities, including the 
awarding of some bids Thursday night. 
     Gregory Bailey, president of North Florida Professional Services, recommended approval of, and 
the Dixie County Commission accepted, a bid from Slack Construction to improve Dixie County 
Courthouse security for just over $119,300. Slack Construction was the lowest bidder on the project 
and the County Commission approved the award of the bid with a unanimous vote. 
     On another bidding matter Bailey spoke with the County Commission about, Anderson Columbia 
Paving was the lone qualified bidder. That bid of just over $1 million was awarded to Anderson 
Columbia Paving. 
     That roadway paving reconstruction project is listed as Northeast 316th Avenue, Northeast 497th 
Street, and Northeast 305th Avenue. 
     There was discussion about the paving of the future parking lot that is destined to be across the 
street from the backside of the courthouse. Anderson-Columbia’s bid on that one showed the 
company was the lone qualified bidder on that project. The county plans to speak with the paving 
company to whittle down the cost by having the county provide some of the material and work on that 
parking lot paving project. 
     Bailey also spoke with the County Commission about options to fund a future Dixie County 
Commission Meeting Room. 
     The existing one is relatively dinky and is regularly filled to the maximum. In fact, with so many 
county staff and visitors, the audience section of that meeting room is far less comfortable than the 
cushy, well-spaced chairs behind the elevated dais and desktop where the county commissioners and 
certain others sit. 
     Commissioner Stephenson said he believes the Dixie County School Board will help the County 
Commission when it can if there is a large meeting room. The School Board’s meeting room in Old 
Town has been used by the County Commission. 
     In Levy County, that County Commission bought the former Bronson High School property to 
create the Levy County Government Complex, which now includes an exceptionally large auditorium 
for the audience. 
     Interestingly, that old high school auditorium has incredibly old seats that are sized for teenagers 
and fold down like the ones from old-fashioned movie theaters. And the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners’ dais is on a stage that is very elevated. 
     Bailey’s update about financing methods for a future building, however, met with a relatively 
strong negative pushback. 
     Stephenson and others did not want to add to the county’s debts by taking a loan. Bailey 
recommended, and the County Commission agreed, to have county staff prepare plans, nonetheless, 
in the event that a grant opportunity becomes available, so that the county can quickly complete an 
application and show it has been seeking a new meeting room. 
     Also, in other action at the County Commission meeting on Thursday night, three variances away 
from existing zoning regulations were approved by unanimous votes. 
     Tabled from the Feb. 3 meeting, Kevin Ohmer’s request for a variance for a reduction of side 
setbacks to 5 feet, a reduction of rear setbacks to 5 feet, and the provision to reduce the front setback 
to zero feet for a cantilever porch with parking below. A cantilever is a projecting beam or member 
supported at only one end. 
     Ohmer wants this at 162 S.E. 228th St., in the community known as Suwannee. On a motion by 
Commissioner Hatch, which he made after saying he visited with the petitioner, saw the site and 
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thinks it is a good idea, was seconded by Vice Chairman Mills. Hatch said this is on property that 
formerly had significant zoning violations, and the new owner is significantly improving it. That 
Hatch-Mills’ motion met with a 5-0 vote of approval. 
     A petition by Loren & Debbie Boone for a variance from zoning regulations to allow an additional 
10 extra feet by 30 feet to add to the existing 20-foot by 30-foot open carport for an RV at 48 S.W. 
470th Ave., in Steinhatchee, was granted after a motion by Commissioner Valentine was seconded by 
Commissioner Stephenson and met with a 5-0 vote of approval. 
     A petition by Robert Carl for a variance from zoning regulations for a 20-foot by 45-foot carport for 
an RV was granted after a motion by Commissioner Stephenson was seconded by Commissioner 
Hatch. This RV carport is to be at 800 N.E. 807th Ave., in Old Town. 
     Dixie County Sheriff’s Office Sgt. N. Green and DCSO Deputy S. Simmons provided security for 
everyone at the meeting that night, checking people for weapons as they entered and assuring a safe 
meeting environment. 
     As for Chairman Storey conducting an orderly meeting, this one was about par for the course of 
night meetings in Cross City. A number of people still shouted wisecracks from the audience without 
identifying themselves or going to the podium. Overall, the meeting was relatively orderly. 

 


