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This is a picture of the most recent pearl found in an oyster by Jeff M. Hardison. 

 

 

To keep the quarter-inch 

pearl in perspective, it is 

placed next to a ruler. 

 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 

16, 2022 at 5:12 p.m. 

     JEMLANDS – From the 

inner workings of a shellfish, 

through the outer camouflage of 

a cat and onward to the Moon 

and farther out in space to 

Venus, the adventures of an 

intrepid, illustrious and prolific scribe are shared. 
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     Jeff M. Hardison, sole proprietor and publisher of HardisonInk.com, discovered a pearl in mid-February 

while chomping on one of the many oysters he ate this month. 

     “This wasn’t the first pearl I had bitten into during my life so far,” the multiple award-winning writer, editor 

and publisher said. “I have eaten many oysters in my life. My wife of 32-plus years Sharon would tell you that I 

find pearls when I eat oysters; however, I found them even before I met her decades ago.” 

     He spoke about days of old. 

     “I shucked bushels of oysters for Brewmasters Steakhouse back when it was in the old Countryside Mall in 

Clearwater in the 1970s,” he said. “I would never eat them while I was shucking them, because the 

environments for eating and shucking are different.” 

     The narrator then remembered to talk about his most recent find of an oyster. 

     “So, I was eating this oyster that I had brought back to The Ink Pad,” he said. “And a relatively hard, small 

object stopped my teeth from closing on the oyster as I had intended. Bingo! I had another oyster for my 

collection of rocks and the like.” 

     Oysters make pearls as a defense mechanism, like when an irritant, grain of sand, or food finds its way into 

its mantle. The mantle is a thin tissue layer separating the shell from the soft body. It produces a material 

called nacre in the irritant’s presence leading to the formation of a pearl. 

 

Cat blends into background 

 
Onward in time this month, by a couple of more days after finding the pearl, a cat found a 

human in the dark. Needles the Community Cat of Jemlands noticed one of his two favorite 

humans sauntering through the darkness early Tuesday morning (Feb. 16). The cat rubbed 

against the man’s leg and for some reason the world lit up like someone was taking a flash 

picture. Seen here, he blends into the background of oak leaves. Needles was named thusly, 

however, because when he was a younger cat, he would blend into the pine needles. 
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Here, Needles the Community Cat of Jemlands is seen at about 6 a.m. on Wednesday (Feb. 16) 

as he walks toward one of his human buddies. After greeting his non-furry friend, the cat 

stopped as the man walked another 15 or so feet westward to take a picture of the Moon. The 

cat’s eyes light up with the flash of the camera as he wanders toward the man curious about this 

venture outdoors in the early morning darkness. (To see one of the first published stories about 

Needles the Community Cat from November of 2017, CLICK HERE. He became the first cat in 

the trap-neuter-release program of Levy County Animal Services.) 

 

 

 

 

 

February Full Snow Moon sets 

 

The full moon is seen in the sky above the 

sign for The Ink Pad. The small light on the 

ground is one of two solar-powered lights 

that shine on the sign. The other one ran out 

of power during the night. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/11-22-17-hardisonink-com-needles-may-be-neutered.pdf
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The February Full Snow Moon is seen through an extended lens of an exceptionally reliable 

camera. 

 

     Wednesday morning (Feb. 16) as the February Full Snow Moon set in the west, a man who shot some 

number of moons over the decades noticed it as he gazed from his room with a view. 

     “I knew not to dawdle,” Hardison said. “I went out and shot that baby with a Cannon PowerShot SX500IS 

(made in Japan).” 

     The February Full Snow Moon was about 60 degrees above the horizon at 6 a.m.-ish or so. 

 

Venus grabs attention 

 
This is a picture of Venus, taken Thursday morning (Feb. 16) from Jemlands in Levy County. It 

looks like a white dot surrounded by black. Other planets and stars were visible in the same 

area, but this stood out to the point of being noticed more than anything else in that quadrant 

of the sky at that time from that perspective. Venus, here, looks like a glowing pearl in the sky. 
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     “I turned around to walk back toward the Code Orange Office,” the photographer said. “I saw a relatively 

bright, round object in the sky. I knew this was about the biggest that Venus had appeared to me so far in my 

lifetime.” 

     The planet Venus returns to the early morning sky and establishes itself as a dazzling morning orb, emerging 

into view above the east-southeast horizon. It looked strangely big and bright that Wednesday morning to that 

observer in the unrecorded subdivision of Jemlands, in the unincorporated part of Levy County about three 

miles west of Carter’s Corner (State Road 345 and Levy County Road 347). Jemlands is in the woods to the 

south of Jemlands Hill, which is on CR 347 just east of 97th Court Northwest. 

     The planet was named for Venus, after the ancient Roman goddess of love, beauty, prosperity, fertility and 

victory. 

     A visit to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) website provided more insight about 

that planet. 

     Venus is the second planet from the Sun and is Earth’s closest planetary neighbor. It’s one of the four inner, 

terrestrial (or rocky) planets, and it’s often called Earth’s twin because it’s similar in size and density, NASA 

noted. 

     “These are not identical twins, however – there are radical differences between the two worlds. Venus has a 

thick, toxic atmosphere filled with carbon dioxide and it’s perpetually shrouded in thick, yellowish clouds of 

sulfuric acid that trap heat, causing a runaway greenhouse effect,” NASA noted. “It’s the hottest planet in our 

solar system, even though Mercury is closer to the Sun. Surface temperatures on Venus are about 900 degrees 

Fahrenheit (475 degrees Celsius) – hot enough to melt lead.” 

     Venus was the first planet to be explored by a spacecraft – NASA’s Mariner 2 successfully flew by and 

scanned the cloud-covered world on Dec. 14, 1962, NASA noted. There have been a number of other 

explorations of the planet by NASA and others since then. 

     And so, the story of oysters, Saint Valentine’s Day (very hidden in this story), the Full Snow Moon of 

February, a particular quasi-feral cat and Venus all came to fruition. 

     “Here, I conclude this pearl of a story. I met my goal of providing information and entertainment here. I 

went looking to shoot the moon this morning, and I was able to do that. However, thanks to God, I found a 

pearl earlier and I noticed Venus during the month that includes Saint Valentine's Day,” the journalist said. He 

mentioned being able to not fall to a temptation to share many other stories of other adventures that are far 

more breathtaking. 


