
HardisonInk.com 
FDOT speaks to Chiefland City Commission 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 16, 2022 at 6:12 a.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – Ryan Asmus, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) program manager for the 

Project Development and Environmental (PD&E) Study of U.S. Highway 19 from Red Level, north of the City of 

Crystal River, for 43 miles through the City of Chiefland to Northwest 140th Street (also known as Clyatt Road), 

spoke to the Chiefland City Council on Monday night (Feb. 14). 

     Just as he told the Levy County Board of County Commissioners the week before, Asmus assured the 

Chiefland City Commission that the FDOT wants to be good partners with the municipal government as well as 

to be transparent, with open lines of communication. 

     He told about the three kickoff meetings this week to help people know about the plant to study the highway. 

     Red Level is seen as the starting point for the PD&E Study, because that is where the Suncoast II, Phase III, 

Toll Road is emptying onto U.S. 19 when it is completed. 

     Red Level is an area north of the City of Crystal River (Citrus County), so named from the days of the nuclear 

reactor that used to create electricity in that part of that county. 

     The PD&E Study will take two years, Asmus said. 

     The time to complete construction on U.S. 19 in this project is 15 years -- Dec. 31, 2035, according to the 

plans at this moment. 

     The idea is to have that stretch of the highway flow in an uninterrupted manner. Proponents of the plan say 

this will help north-south travel in that part of the area. Opponents say it will hurt the environment, and it will 

adversely affect local businesses. 

     Asmus’ script for the city was the same as for the county. 

 

In Other Action 

     The Chiefland City Commission in other action performed the following actions: 

     ● Honored Students of the Month – Stephen Davis Jr. of Chiefland Elementary School; Landon Rack of 

Chiefland Middles School; and Keir Melton of Chiefland High School. 

     ● Recognized employees for years of service – CPD Dispatcher Deborah McDowell for 15 years and 

Chiefland Police Department Sgt. Fronz “D.J.” Macy for 15 years. 

     ● Were unable to appoint the Election Canvassing Board for the upcoming city elections at this meeting, and 

therefore tabled the appointments of members to that Board until the next meeting of the Chiefland City 

Commission. The election is April 5 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

     ● Approved the renewal of the lease agreement with Tri-County Community Resources. The lease is for the 

use of the John C. Fisher Building. The lease is the same as the previous year. The John C. Fisher Building once 

served as the Chiefland Building Department Building. 

      ● Approved the annual contract to keep Fire Chief James Harris with an increase in pay. City Commissioner 

Norman Weaver said he is very pleased with the fire chief and with the firefighters. 


