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Snake bird eats fish 

 
An Anhinga is seen with a 14-inch long gar in its beak as it prepares for a 
late breakfast while dining at Manatee Springs State Park on Valentine's 
Day 2022. 
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     LEVY COUNTY -- A Saint Valentine's Day to Manatee Springs State Park in Levy 
County provided another wonderful adventure. 
     While the water was too low in the outlet from the springs to the Suwannee River for 
any manatees to swim upstream into the main springs, fish were swimming.  

 
In this video an Anhinga shows it has caught a gar. Soon, it swallows the fish and 

then swims away as the triumphant bird that it proved to be.  

TO SEE VIDEO, CLICK STILL SHOT ABOVE. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cE7dWb8v_Yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cE7dWb8v_Yg
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The bird has the fish by the fish’s mouth area. The prey was let go a couple of times 

as the predator repositioned itself for the meal. 

 

 
The Anhinga cruises through the water with the fish in its beak, as most of the 

bird's body is submerged here. 
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The Anhinga again repositions its prey in preparation to have breakfast. 

 

 
The struggle here is seen with waterdrops flying as its feathers versus fins in the 

water. 

     And as a few park guests gazed down into the clear bubbling water, an Anhinga went 

swimming by. 

     The bird, also known as a "snake bird" and by some other names, came up with a relatively 

long gar fish. The snake bird alias is derived from the way it swims in the water, often with only 
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its long neck visible. 

     The Anhinga, as noted in the Audubon Field Guide, lives in cypress swamps, rivers and 

wooded ponds. This long-necked, long-tailed swimmer of southeastern swamps is often seen 

perched on a snag above the water, with its wings half-spread to dry.  

     The avian spring visitor chomped on the gar, having speared it once with its beak. The two 

animals both struggled for a time until the feathered creature overcame the scaled being. 

     The bird took a few minutes to show off his catch to onlookers before swallowing it whole. 

Then, the Anhinga swam away, with its body mostly above water as it went with a rather proud 

and regal demeanor, still looking for another fish on occasion. 

 

 
Turkey vultures are seen as they enjoy the sun Feb. 14 at Manatee Springs State 

Park. The sign reminds visitors that alligators are in the area. Seeing a group of 

vultures is relatively common in the Tri-County Area. 


