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Creekside Christian School’s 
20th Annual Homecoming Parade 
rolls through the Town of Otter Creek 

 
Cheer Coach and Administrative Assistant Dana Mathews shows the cheerleaders  
some of the finer points of float construction on Friday morning (Feb. 11). 
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     OTTER CREEK – Just about everybody in the Town of Otter Creek puts the “aw” in “Otter” 
because that’s how folks there say the name of this little town, one of eight municipalities in Levy 
County – “aw-ter” Creek. 
 

Otter Creek Christian 
School Principal and 
Basketball Coach Tim 
Campbell puts finishing 
touches on a basketball 
hoop that was part of 
one of the floats in the 
parade. 
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Pastor Bill Keith 
holds one of about 
30 different books 
his father Pastor 
Emeritus Gene 
Keith has written as 
he stands in front of 
Otter Creek Baptist 
Church. This book, 
titled Otter Creek, 
True Stories of 
People and Places, 
includes work by 
Bill Keith, starting 
with Chapter 32. 
 

 
 

Here are Gene Keith 
(left) and Bill Keith 
holding the book 
Otter Creek, True 
Stories of People 
and Places. The 
father and son team 
have a long history 
of service in 
ministry. Pastor Bill 
Keith is the lead 
pastor at 
Countryside Baptist 
Church in 
Gainesville, where 
his father Pastor 
Emeritus Gene Keith 
retired from in 2010. 
Among the many 30-
plus books Gene 

Keith authored is titled Jesus, 12 Questions That Could Change Your Life. 
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Laura Mott of Otter Creek prepares to pilot the Otter Creek Fire Rescue Brush Truck in 
the parade. 
 

 
Otter Creek Town Clerk Mary DeGroot rides as a passenger in the Otter Creek Fire 
Rescue Brush Truck in the parade. 
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Serving as traffic 
control for the 
parade this year are 
Levy County 
Sheriff’s Office 
Citizens On Patrol 
members Dick 
Keith (seated in the 
cruiser) and Dan 
Kelly. The LCSO 
COP group is 
comprised of 
volunteers who 
assist Levy County 
Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum very 
often with traffic 
control matters. 

 
Mike Grimes 
(driving) and Kary 
Colson (holding 
the American flag) 
represent VFW 
Post 5625 of 
Chiefland as they 
are near the front 
of the parade. 
Colson and Grimes 
are among the 
VFW Post 5625 
Honor Guard and 
Color Guard who 
continue providing 
service to people 
even after their 
military service is 
behind them. This 
VFW post often 
provides its service 
at funerals with 
military honors for veterans who have passed away. 
 
     On Friday (Feb. 11), there was a parade through the Town of Otter Creek, as has been the custom 
for some number of decades now. And as for the “aw,” it’s no wonder because folks there are relatively 
friendly; and as many folks know, as far as relativity, there are a lot of people related to one another 
there. 
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     So, while everyone may know a person is one way or another as far as their particular demeanor, 
it’s better to show discretion when speaking of others. Discretion is the better part of valor, after all. 
     This was not just any ol’ parade on Friday, either; because it was Creekside Christian School’s 20th 
Annual Homecoming Parade, heralding two decades of homecoming parades for the school based at 
Otter Creek Baptist Church. 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcCS5uKHIuEThis set of a few video clips from 
the parade shows Pastor Bill Keith and his wife Ginny Keith in the lead pickup truck, 
followed by Kary Colson and Mike Grimes of Chiefland VFW Post 5625, and then 
everyone else, there is a double splice of Florida Forest Service vehicles due to an 
editing issue with the tapes. CLICK ON THE STILL PHOTO TO SEE THE VIDEO. 
 
     Among the honored guests and people watching the parade were Pastor Gene Keith, the 90-year-
old former pastor of Otter Creek Baptist Church (who ministered there 1954 to 1959) and his son 
Pastor William “Bill” Keith, who was the pastor of Otter Creek Baptist Church for 18 years, from 1992 
until 2010. 
     Pastor Bill Keith’s wife Ginny Keith became principal at Creekside Christian School after him, and 
the principal of the school now is Tim Campbell. 
     Pastor Bill Keith, who rode in a pickup truck near the start of the parade, opened Creekside 
Christian School in 2001. He said the first year the school was initiated with about 25 students, but it 
had about 50 students by the end of that year. The school had a student population peak of more than 
130 at one point, and it has 70 to 80 students there now. 
     Bill Keith, a 69-year-old native of the City of Tarpon Springs, attended first and second grade at 
Otter Creek School, which closed in the 1960s. Among his many claims to fame was being elected as 
king of first grade.  
     He explained that to become king of Otter Creek School’s first grade, there was a ballot box in a 
store in town. By placing a penny in the box, a person cast their vote. He said his mother may have put 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcCS5uKHIuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcCS5uKHIuE
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some number of pennies in the box for his election. 
     Bill Keith remembers his parents letting him participate in a parade in the Town of Otter Creek 
when he was very young. It was the Otter Creek Baptist Church Vacation Bible School Parade, and it 
was in 1956. He walked in the parade and clanked two wooden blocks together as he marched, at the 
age of 3 years old or so. 
     The pastor said this may have influenced him to have parades when he started Creekside Christian 
School some 20-plus years ago. 
     Bill Keith’s father, Pastor Emeritus Gene Keith, who founded Countryside Christian School in 
Gainesville, watched the parade on Thursday from a car with his wife Tuelah Keith. Although the 
older Pastor Keith has some vision issues, he was still able to enjoy the parade, as well as visiting with 
family and friends at the event. 
     Principal Campbell, who also serves as the junior varsity and varsity basketball coach, was among 
the staff helping students build floats just before the start of the parade, which launched at 11 a.m. or 
so.  
     Among the students riding in the parade, who are on the Creekside Otters Basketball Team, for JV 
are Mateja Aleksic (#45), Brayan Alvarado-Hernandez (#54), Timothy Brooks (#3), Wiley Byrd (#0), 
Nox Hobby (#34) and Wade Underwood (#11) and on the varsity, the players are Matthew Arnold 
(#23), Everett Byrd (#12), Lawson Byrd (#32), Coleman Campbell (#11), L.J. Conquest (#4), Seth 
Faircloth (a senior this year) (#40), Brighton Meeks (#45), Bradley Roberts (#30) and Brandon 
Watson (#1). 
     Cheer Coach and Administrative Assistant Dana Mathews guided the cheerleaders in construction 
of their float. The cheerleaders this year are Taryn Cannon, Samantha Flores (a senior this year), 
Ariana Maldonodo, Jewlia Mathews, Lauren Mathews (a senior this year), Harley Meeks, Sharon 
Quigley, Isabelle “Izzy” Sauder and Natalie Sauder. 
     Among the many people who help students at the school is Heather Croft-Bast, the advisor for the 
Creekside 4-H. The 4-H had a golf cart in the parade that was festively decorated with wind spinners 
on the front, as may be noticed in the video. 
     Also noticed in the video, will be the float of this year’s seniors as it goes by relatively quickly along 
that one stretch of the parade route. 
     Once again, the homecoming parade was fun and a big hit in the town. 
     On Thursday evening, the Creekside Christian School Otters faced-off in basketball in Bronson 
against the Oldies. The Otter Creek Christian School Otters do not have a football team, but some of 
the basketball players participate in football through other youth sports programs. 

 


