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NCBDC looks at business in Levy County 
Third Annual Levy County Youth Career Exp 

 is coming March 10 

 
Members of the Nature Coast Board of Directors present in person for the monthly 

meeting conducted in a conference room at the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkinson 

(Levy County) campus agree to a request for a photo opportunity after the meeting late 

Thursday afternoon (Feb. 10). Seen here are (from left) Daniel Vaudreuil of ANCORP; 

NCBDC Treasurer Bob Krefting of Central Florida Electric Cooperative; Vice Chair 

George Buckner III of Apposity, LLC; NCBDC Secretary Joyce Wilson of the Unity Family 

Community Center; and Dr. Richard ‘Dick’ Streeter of the Withlacoochee Gulf Area 

(Inglis-Yankeetown) Chamber of Commerce. Also present via teleconference for the 

monthly meeting were Denny George general manager of Central Florida Electric 

Cooperative and Phil Geist of the Small Business Development Center. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Enough of the Nature Coast Business Development Council membership 

attended the monthly meeting late Thursday afternoon (Feb. 10) to have a quorum, although recently-

appointed NCBDC Executive Director Scott Osteen was absent. 

     Osteen’s absence was explained, though, because he was attending a two-day Enterprise Florida 

members’ conference in Tallahassee, and he was unable to attend the monthly meeting via 

teleconference, too. 

     NCBDC Vice Chair George Buckner III led the meeting and provided the executive director’s monthly 

report. Minutes provided by NCBDC Secretary Joyce Wilson of the Unity Family Community Center 

were approved. 

     The roll call of members showed the people present via being there in person of by telephone, in 

addition to Buckner and Wilson, were NCBDC Treasurer Bob Krefting of Central Florida Electric 

Cooperative (CFEC); CFEC General Manager Denny George; Daniel Vaudreuil of ANCORP; Dr. Richard 

“Dick” Streeter of the Withlacoochee Gulf Area (Inglis-Yankeetown) Chamber of Commerce; and Phil 
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Geist of the Small Business Development Center. 

     As best as could be determined from information available at the meeting, as well as on the outdated, 

incorrect NCBDC website, absent from the meeting were NCBDC members Levy County 

Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart; Dorothy Pernu vice president regional government and 

community relations manager with Duke Energy Florida; Holly McGlashan of the College of Central 

Florida. Cathy Galica from CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion attends the meetings on a regular basis, as 

well as assists the NCBDC with obtaining business-related information for the Levy County area, 

however she was absent from the February meeting, too. 

     Although there is a vacancy on the NCBDC Board for a person from the transportation field, no one 

has applied from that area to belong. 

     Heidi Schwiebert of Two Hawk Hammock is not a member of the Board, however a couple of months 

ago she has said she would like to volunteer. She was not at the February meeting either. 

     During the director’s report, Buckner said Osteen had attended the Rural County Days of the Florida 

Legislature in Tallahassee. 

     Another point noted during the review of the monthly report from NCBDC Executive Director Osteen 

was that he met with NCBDC Board Member Vaudreuil and Williston City Planner Laura Jones to get 

his finger on the pulse of business development in Williston, Vice Chairman Buckner said as he gave the 

report. 

 

Levy County Youth Career Expo Coming March 10 

     Another activity that Osteen is involved with will be the Levy Youth Expo. 

     CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion, one of the funding agencies for the NCBDC’s payment for Osteen 

to serve as executive director, is conducting its Third Annual Levy County Youth Career Expo on March 

10. 

     This event appears to be for motivated middle- and high-school students to partake in an 

opportunity to engage with area businesses about their industries. 

     Participating business interests will provide students at this event with information so that the 

children can explore available programs that align with future career goals. 

     Students taking part are anticipated to be able to find out about career opportunities in our 

communities; learn about unique corporate cultures and opportunities; obtain answers to industry-

specific questions; and learn certain aspects of being in the workforce. 

     This year the event scheduled for March 10, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the College of Central Florida 

Jack Wilkinson (Levy County) Campus 15390 U.S. Highway 19, north of Chiefland and south of the City 

of Fanning Springs. 

     Lunch will be provided to participants. By attending, participants will have the chance to win a $50 

to $100 gift card presented by: Mid-FL Regional Manufacturers Association (MRMA), one of the 

sponsors of the event. 

     Joining the MRMA as sponsors are CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion, the Levy County School Board 

and the College of Central Florida. The key organizing agency is CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion. 

 

NCBDC Steering Committee 

     A lofty goal of finding a group of volunteers to be the steering committee for the NCBDC proved to be 

unable to be attained. 

     Vice Chairman Buckner said during Tuesday’s monthly meeting that one goal of that committee 

would have been to better focus the goals and objectives for what is to be expected of NCBDC Executive 

Director Osteen. 

     As it stands, the marching orders for the man are what is listed in the annual report to the Levy 
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County Commission, which prior to this current fiscal year was the lone funding source for the single 

position of the director. 

 

NCBDC Office 

     Although the outdated, incorrect website information for the NCBDC lists a mailing address and 

office in Inglis, according to what Vice Chairman Buckner said Thursday afternoon, Executive Director 

Osteen is continuing to work from his home and the mailing address has been changed to a post office 

box in Bronson. 

     The NCBDC continues to build on its operations after about an 18-month hiatus after the departure 

of its previous executive director, who went to work for economic development in the Citrus County 

government. 

     There is a potential of having a NCBDC office in Bronson, perhaps at the Levy County Government 

Center. Another possibility may be at the CF Jack Wilkinson Campus, jut south of the City of Fanning 

Springs. 

     Establishing more clear goals and objectives for the executive director as well as moving forward with 

having an office are among the probable agenda items for the next meeting. Reports on Florida 

Department of Transportation plans for major throughways in Levy County, as well as possible progress 

on better and more affordable Internet services in Levy County are likely to be on the agenda for next 

month’s meeting as well. 

     The next meeting of the NCBDC Board of Directors is tentatively set for March 10 at 3 p.m., and the 

location is currently seen as probably at the CF Jack Wilkinson Campus, or it may be in Williston, 

Chiefland, Inglis or Bronson. 

     The monthly meetings of the NCBDC Board of Directors are open to the public. The Levy County 

NCBDC is an evolving entity that has been known as the Levy County Economic Development Council 

in years past. 

     More recently, during the tenure of its most recently past NCBDC executive director – David Pieklik 

(who served from October of 2011 to January of 2021, according to his LinkedIn listings), he 

consistently shared the idea that the NCBDC was in the business of inviting new enterprises to Levy 

County, but that it also sought to assist existing interests when it could do so. 


