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Teen charged with ATV theft 

DCSO fixes redacted record 

 
This is what the redacted part of the weekly jail log from the Dixie County Sheriff's 

Office looked like for this suspect when the information was first provided Jan. 24 

with other records that were not redacted (blacked out). Requests for records 

wrapped up with information being provided Jan. 31 from the DCSO, which has 

been hampered from a normal level of service due to employees who caught 

COVID-19. 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 1, 2022 at 9:11 a.m. 

     DIXIE COUNTY – A 16-year-old boy from Old Town went to the Dixie County Jail on Jan. 

20, charged with felonies, according to records. 

     He was then released to his parents pending court action.  

     Daniel Lee Mathis, 16, of Old Town was arrested for grand theft of a vehicle, criminal mischief 

with damage exceeding $1,000 in value, petit theft and resisting arrest without violence, 

according to records. 

     Colby Giles, 14, of Old Town is suspected of helping in the theft of an ATV, the theft of a low-

value political flag and the felony level of criminal mischief, according to records; however, there 

does not appear to be an arrest having been completed for that alleged co-defendant as of Jan. 

20, according to records. 

     A document that chronicles the reasons for Dixie County Sheriff’s Office Sgt. C. Quinlan 

making the arrest showed Mathis and Giles took a 2006 Honda TRX 300, which is a four-wheel 

all-terrain vehicle, on Jan. 19. 

     Mathis and Giles stole the ATV from the back of a pickup truck at 1403 592nd St. in Old Town 

on Jan. 19, Quinlan noted in his arrest report. They took the stolen ATV to Mathis’ home on 

642nd Street, where they broke the ignition to start the vehicle, Quinlan said. 

     On Jan. 20, the boys rode the stolen ATV to 601 N.E. 400th Ave. in Old Town, Quinlan said, 

where they damaged an aluminum gate to the extent of allegedly causing in excess of $1,000 in 

damage, as they remove a political flag, the arresting sergeant noted. In taking the flag, the boys 

reportedly caused damage to the custom-made aluminum gate’s hinges, according to records, 

and that damage exceeds the $1,000 limit required to make criminal mischief become a felony. 

     The boys removed a politically-motivated flag belonging to a man at the address from which 

the flag was taken.  

     The record shows the main defendant went to jail when the sergeant arrested him on Jan. 20, 

despite the boy resisting arresting without violence. The co-defendant as of Jan. 20 was 
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reportedly still at large, according to the report provided by the DCSO when it was requested. 

     Florida law permits the publication of the names of juveniles suspected of felonies, such as 

grand theft auto and felonious criminal mischief, however the software used at the DCSO to 

send records to media in the weekly jail log reports automatically redacts information when the 

suspect is younger than 18 years old, DCSO Lt. Tim Roberts explained. 

     After a few phone calls and emails seeking the records from the DCSO that are open to the 

public, the information was provided Jan. 31. 

     DCSO Public Information Officer Amy Evans apologized for the delay in providing 

information sought by media, which happened due to the technical issue and staff shortages 

from COVID-19 absenteeism at the DCSO. 


