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Williston Church Of God Cook Team 
helps WPD and WFR, again 

 
Gordon Banning (left) and Duane Fugate stand next to the hot, smoky 
charcoal-powered grills as the cooking staff and equipment prepare to 
launch the big steak-cooking mission. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 9, 2022 at 8:11 a.m. 
     WILLISTON – For all of the men and women honored Friday night (Jan. 7), as well 
as for all of the people who watched the Williston Police & Fire 2020-2021 Awards 
Banquet, a team of other people voluntarily gave their service. 
 
Some of the 
steaks 
donated for 
the 140 
diners are 
seen in their 
Igloo 
container 
moments 
before being 
placed on the 
grill. Seen 
here, the 
steaks are 
perfectly 
seasoned 
before their final destination on plates, where diners were able to cut them 
with plastic forks, because they were so tender, juicy and delicious. 
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Four of the pans for twice-baked potatoes stand ready for heating Friday 
night. Green beans, rolls and other food was enjoyed by more than 100 
diners that night. 
 

 
Even with the clock ticking for the team of volunteers to complete its 
mission of serving steak and chicken dinners to 140 people, they take a 
moment to accommodate a visiting journalist who was seeking this photo 
opportunity. Seen here (from left) are Linda Fugate, Jeff Holcomb, Ann-
Marie Langford, Dot Daniel and Edna Stokes. 
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Gordon Banning (left) and Duane Fugate put the steaks on the hot grills. 
These guys have mastered the art of grilling a lot of food to serve a bunch of 
people while providing a high quality of tasty cuisine.  
 

 
Kadence Kennedy and Leigha Byrd deliver salads Friday night and are seen 
here as they pause for five seconds to allow a visiting journalist to capture 
their likeness in action. 
 
     Fire Chief Lamar Stegall and Police Chief Dennis Strow noted their appreciation for 
the volunteers from Williston Church of God for their cooking talents. The two chiefs 
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also mentioned their gratitude to the Williston Church of God; the Friends of Williston 
Police; Williston Tire and Automotive Owner Alan Suggs; Williston Crossing RV Resort; 
Wayne Hopping (provider of chickens and more); the 2X4 Men’s Ministry; Williston 
Central Christian Academy; and First Baptist Church of Williston, and others who 
helped bring the annual banquet to fruition. 
     Outside working at two charcoal-powered grills as they cooked enough steaks to serve 
140 people were Duane Fugate and Gordan Banning, with Jeff Holcomb, too. Herb 
Waters of the Williston Crossing RV Resort provided support as well. 
     Meanwhile working in the kitchen of the clubhouse, and also known for their service 
over the years not only for the WPD and WFR but also at the Williston Church of God, 
were Linda Fugate, Dot Daniel, Edna Stokes, Ann-Marie Langford and Jeff Holcomb as 
he served indoors as well as outdoors. 
     While there have been youths from the First United Methodist Church of Williston 
serving tea and refilling glasses at these annual banquets over the past several years, 
there were only two young women from the Williston Church of God congregation who 
delivered tossed salads to every table for the 140 guests. 
     As for tea service, sweet and unsweet, and water, that was self-serve this year. 
     As for the lack of Methodist Youth Fellowship members this year serving, the United 
Methodist Church in Florida has taken steps to avoid the spread of COVID-19 since the 
pandemic began, and it is acting with precaution as the virus’ mutations claim lives, 
send people to hospitals to prevent those deaths, and the church is doing what it can to 
reduce the discomfort to lesser degrees for people suffering from COVID-19 all over the 
world. 
     Kadence Kennedy and Leigha Byrd delivered the salads Friday night. 
     Meals were served cafeteria style with people enjoying the grilled steaks, chicken, 
green beans, twice-baked potatoes, rolls and either banana pudding or peach cobbler. 
     The RV resort’s clubhouse was very well decorated with lots of fire department and 
police department items. Each of the tables had a pair of novelty handcuffs, as well as an 
attractively lit glass vase with plastic flowers. Hand sanitizer was plentiful as well. 
     As for people distancing themselves from one another or wearing facemasks, that did 
not happen. Handshakes and hugs were plentiful. As for the press, there appeared to be 
only one media outlet that is part of The Fourth Estate accepting the invitation to cover 
the annual awards ceremony. A table with six seats was occupied by a lone reporter. 


