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Police and fire banquet puts two years into one event 

 
Williston Mayor Jerry 
Robinson (left) and 
Police Chief Dennis 
Strow confer before the 
awards banquet starts 
on Friday night (Jan. 
7). 
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     WILLISTON – Fire 
Chief Lamar Stegall and 
Police Chief Dennis Strow 
put both the 2020 and 
2021 award recipients for 
their departments to be 

honored into one night on Friday (Jan. 7).     With the 2020 annual banquet having been cancelled 
due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, they chose to recognize the everyone who earned recognition 
for both years – 2020 and 2021. 
     Both chiefs shared insight about each recipient and how they valued the contributions each person 
made to the help the city’s residents and visitors. The fire department’s jurisdiction includes the 
unincorporated part of Levy County beyond the city limits. 
     Likewise, all of the men and women on the Williston Police Department and Williston Fire Rescue 
have positive impacts beyond the geographic limits of their residences and work sites. 
     Chief Stegall said there are things that can put the fear of God into anyone, but the people go right 
into the mix to help others. The chief said he thanks every one of them, personally, for the job they do 
every day and every night. 
     The chief said the people who earned these special honors presented that night earned the awards, 
as they are present in the time of need. 
     This is just a small 
sample, however, of the 
men and women in both 
departments. 
     “You might see a police 
officer or a firefighter that 
doesn’t receive an award,” 
Stegall said. “But they are 
out there every day and 
every night protecting us. 
For that, I thank you.” 
 
Mayor Jerry Robinson 
and Fire Chief Lamar 
Stegall are seen before 
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the start of the awards ceremony. 
 

 

 
Among the many guests are (from left) Monica Cox, Williston City Councilman Michael 
Cox, City Manager Jackie Gorman, and City Council President Debra Jones. Also 
present at the banquet was City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson. Council 
members Elihu Ross and Darfeness Hinds were absent from the event. 
 

 

 

 
Williston City Clerk Latricia Wright (left) is seen with Yuchevia Wade and Johnny 
Wade at the event. 
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(from left) Assistant Fire Chief Jimmy Willis Jr., Police Chief Dennis Strow and Fire 
Chief Lamar Stegall stand on stage in preparation for the event. 
 

 

 
WPD Sgt. Dave Johnson accepts a piece of birthday cake, as everyone in the audience 
sang Happy Birthday To You. Chief Strow shared with the audience that the sergeant 
heralded the day as marking a point where he had been on the Earth and traveled 
around the Sun for yet another lap on his life’s journey. The budget could not fund a 
whole cake for everyone to enjoy, Chief Strow said, but the sergeant was given his own 
piece of cake with a lit candle, which he blew out. 
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2020 Firefighter Of The Year Jared Caswell 

 
2020 Firefighter Of 
The Year Jared 
Caswell (center) went 
above and beyond the 
call of duty, Chief 
Stegall said. In 
addition to building 
his own house, 
Caswell worked at his 
regular job as well as 
being a volunteer like 
all other firefighters 
in Willison. And this 
firefighter worked 
diligently to assure 
the ISO rating for 
Williston remained at 
four. That rating helps 

reduce homeowner insurance costs within the city. He works on obtaining grants for 
the WFR and has obtained $70,000 worth of bunker gear at no cost to the city. He is 
flanked by Assistant Chief Jimmy Willis Jr. (left) and Chief Lamar Stegall. 
 

2021 Firefighter Of The Year Richard Grajek 
 
2021 Firefighter Of 
The Year Richard 
Grajek (center) 
became an 
instrumental part of 
the WFR, Chief Stegall 
said, after he joined 
the team a few years 
ago. Chief Stegall said 
that firefighters 
Grajek gets things 
done. Beyond that, 
when there is 
pandemonium in the 
fire station, he can 
bring calm. This state-
certified firefighter-
EMT not only works his regular 40 hour at another job, but he comes in to go above and 
beyond to help the residents and visitors of Williston. Assistant Chief Jimmy Willis Jr. 
and Chief Lamar Stegall. 
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2020 Police Officer Of The Year Stacey Hunter 

 
Chief Strow said it 
was difficult to 
decide the 2020 
Officer Of the Year 
because COVID-19 
forced all first 
responders to have to 
step up their degree 
of service. Through 
the year, WPD 2020 
Police Officer Of The 
Year Stacey Hunter 
helped keep 
everyone’s spirits 
lifted Strow said. 

“She assured everybody that it is going to be O.K.” She is flanked by Deputy Police Chief 
Terry Bovaird (left) and Police Chief Dennis Strow. 

 

 
 

2021 Police Officer Of The Year Sgt. Mike Rolls 
 
WPD 2021 Police 
Officer Of The Year 
Sgt. Mike Rolls is 
relatively new to 
Williston although 
he is not new to law 
enforcement, 
having more than 
30 years of 
experience so far, 
Chief Strow said. 
Sgt. Rolls smile and 
enthusiasm is 
extremely 
contagious, Strow 
said, as he has infused himself into the community. He is a liaison between the WPD 
and several groups and is even a member of the Ministerial Faith Alliance. He is 
flanked by Deputy Police Chief Terry Bovaird (left) and Police Chief Dennis Strow. 
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2020 Fire Officer Of The Year Capt. Kenny Maddox 
 
2020 Fire Officer Of 
The Year Capt. Kenny 
Maddox has 
demonstrated 
professionalism to the 
department and the 
community, Chief 
Stegall said. He has 
shown his dedication to 
leadership and made 
valuable contributions 
to his fellow firefighters 
to keep the department 
running smoothly. He 
is flanked by Assistant 
Chief Jimmy Willis Jr. 
(left) and Chief Lamar 
Stegall. 

 
 

 

2021 Fire Officer Of The Year Lt. Brent Stegall 
 
2021 Fire Officer Of 
The Year Lt. Brent 
Stegall has grown in 
leadership as he will 
take new firefighters 
under his wing, the 
chief said. Chief 
Stegall said his son 
holds a special place 
in his heart as he has 
watched him mature 
in the fire service. 
The chief said he has 
a heart to help. He is 
flanked by Assistant 
Chief Jimmy Willis 
Jr. (left) and Chief 
Lamar Stegall.  
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WPD 2020 Civilian Of The Year Wayne Carson 

 
Chief Strow said WPD 
2020 Civilian Of The 
Year Wayne Carson is 
not only the code 
enforcement officer and 
the animal control 
officer of the city, but 
“He is the MacGyver of 
Williston.” Whatever 
needs to be done, 
Carson can do it. While 
some police officers can 
point out people who 
they recognize as a 
burglar, etc., when 
Carson hears about a 
brown and white 
Chihuahua on a certain 

street, he can say where that dog lives and who owns it, Strow said. Carson knows the 
city inside and out, Strow said, and the level of his help to the community is 
unmeasurable. He is flanked by Deputy Police Chief Terry Bovaird (left) and Police 
Chief Dennis Strow. 
 
WFR 2020 Civilian Of The Year Danny Wallace was absent from the banquet due to recent surgery. 
Chief Stegall mentioned that the WFR Civilian Of The Year is picked each year by the firefighters, and 
not the chiefs. The person who is selected is usually chosen for going above and beyond the call of 
duty to help their fellow firefighters. 
 

WPD 2021 Civilian 
Of The Year John 
Salmeier 
 
WPD 2021 Civilian Of 
The Year John Salmeier 
is not only a dependable 
dispatcher, Chief Strow, 
but he serves in many 
other roles as called 
upon, including being the 
DJ at this very banquet. 
Another important duty, 
Strow said, is as Santa’s 
Helper. He is flanked by 
Deputy Police Chief Terry 
Bovaird (left) and Police 
Chief Dennis Strow. 
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WFR 2021 Civilian Of The Year Brooke Willis 

 
WFR 2021 Civilian Of The Year Brooke Willis is not a firefighter, Chief Stegall noted, 
but she spends more time working with firefighters more than anyone else in the 
department. She treats all of the firefighters as if they were her own children, he said, 
including her husband Assistant Chief Jimmy Willis Jr.  
 

2021 Rookie Firefighter Of The Year Evan Miller 

 
2021 Rookie Firefighter Of The Year Evan Miller is known for his dedication, Chief 
Stegall said. He accepts learning old and new ways of best serving as a firefighter. 
Miller also just passed his national board testing to be a paramedic as well, Stegall said. 
The 2020 Rookie Firefighter Of The Year is Eduardo Ignacio-Simon. 
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2020 Reserve Police Officer Of The Year Sgt. David Drennan was absent from the banquet due to an 
illness in the family. Sgt. Drennan, like the other reserve police officers, volunteer their time to help 
the WPD with their experience from when they served as a paid law enforcement officer from before 
this point in their lives. He came out of retirement to cover shifts when needed, which saves the 
taxpayers a lot of money that would be spent on overtime 
 

2021 Reserve Police Officer Of The Year Sgt. James Bond 
 

2021 Reserve Police 
Officer Of The Year Sgt. 
James Bond works his 
normal job 40 hours or 
more a week, Chief 
Strow said, and yet Bond 
volunteers countless 
hours to help the WPD, 
even after having retired 
from the department. He 
especially helps on 
weekends and holidays, 
the chief said. He is 
flanked by Deputy Police 
Chief Terry Bovaird 
(left) and Police Chief 
Dennis Strow. 

2020 Communications Officer Of The Year Melanie Coleman 
 
2020 Communications Officer 
Of The Year Melanie Coleman 
has shown her professionalism 
and dedication, as well as her 
continual improvement for her 
profession led the chiefs to 
select Coleman. Chief Stegall 
mentioned her heart of service 
to others is clear from her years 
of public service to help the 
community in several fields, 
including as a CNA and by 
working in the Florida 
Department of Corrections. 
Communications officers 
dispatch for both the fire 
department and the police 
department. Police Chief Dennis Strow is seen here with Coleman. Fire Chief Lamar 
Stegall was accidently out of the shot. (Sorry about that, chief.) 
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2021 Communications Officer Of The Year Colleen Stevens 

 
2021 
Communications 
Officer Of The Year 
Colleen Stevens was 
hired in 2014 and 
achieved the rank as a 
communication 
supervisor. She 
always strives to 
improve the 
department and the 
WPD and WFR, 
Stegall said. She 
performs many 
duties, including 
serving as a 
dispatcher and 
keeping records for 

the WPD that are needed by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. She is seen 
here with both Police Chief Dennis Strow and Fire Chief Lamar Stegall. 
 

2020 Most Improved Firefighter Cody Murphy 
 
Fire Chief Lamar 
Stegall said Fire 
Team Leader Cody 
Murphy has grown 
as a firefighter and 
as a leader, and that 
is significant to the 
chief. He works with 
the younger 
firefighters and 
teaches them. 
Murphy jokes about 
everything, Chief 
Stegall said. He is 
flanked by Assistant 
Chief Jimmy Willis 
Jr. (left) and Chief 
Lamar Stegall.  
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2021 Most Improved Firefighter Aaron McCormick 

 
2021 Most Improved Firefighter Aaron McCormick has become very dependable on 
calls and is a success story where he has improved his life in service to the community. 
He is also a paramedic. 
 

 

2021 Auxiliary Police Officer Of The Year 

 
Auxiliary Police Officer Jimmy Willis Sr. was recognized for the thousands of hours he 
gives to the community. He is flanked by Deputy Police Chief Terry Bovaird (left) and 
Police Chief Dennis Strow. 
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WPD 2021 Distinguished Voluntary Service 
The Rev. Charlz Caulwell 

 
The Rev. Charlz Caulwell has earned recognition for his service for many years. He is 
often selected for recognition for his works. 
 

 
Police Chief Dennis Strow said the pastor serves as the chaplain for the WPD. Caulwell 
led the prayer for the blessing of the meal at the banquet. Caulwell is seen all over 
Williston and Bronson, Strow said, including as he helps children to safely cross streets 
before and after school. Here, he is flanked by Deputy Police Chief Terry Bovaird (left) 
and Police Chief Dennis Strow. 
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2020 Call Of The Year 

 
The Call Of The Year Award is for excellence in service in response to an emergency 
situation. The 2020 Call Of The Year recipients are Assistant Chief Jimmy Willis Jr., 
Capt. Daniel Smith, Field Training Leader Jared Caswell, and firefighters Richard 
Grajek, Ross Gauthier and Ryker Gauthier. They responded to a single vehicle that had 
hit a tree at Northeast 150th Avenue and 100th Street. The extrication took 50 minutes, 
Chief Stegall said, when an average WFR extrication takes 10 minutes. These men had a 
lot of care that was needed to assure survival of the victim being saved. The man had 
crash six hours earlier, before he was seen. 
 

2021 Call Of The Year  

 
Recipients of the 2021 Call Of The Year were Chief Lamar Stegall, Capt. Daniel Smith, 
Field Training Leader Jared Caswell, Field Training Leader Cody Murphy, and 
firefighters Ross Gauthier, Richard Grajek and Chad Williams, with honorable mention 
for Capt. Kenny Maddox, Levy Rescue 10 Paramedic. This is from a motor vehicle 
accident where three vehicles were involved, and the extrication included one from an 
upside down vehicle and one from a right-side up vehicle at Southeast U.S. Highway 41 
and 11th Place. Both patients were out within 30 minutes, and they were taken by 
helicopter to a hospital. 
 

 



HardisonInk.com 
Years Of Service 

 
Mayor Jerry Robinson speaks about Williston Fire Chief Lamar Stegall being the 
longest-serving fire chief in the city’s history. Chief Stegall has been with the Williston 
Fire Department for 27 years now. 
 
     Williston Fire Chief Lamar Stegall received special recognition during the 2021 banquet for his 27 
years of continuous service on the Williston Fire Rescue Department. Mayor Jerry Robinson gave the 
chief a certificate. 
     Chief Stegall mentioned that the average age of a firefighter is 24 years old as he helped put into 
perspective his experience with the other men and women who have served over the past few decades 
with this department. 
 

 
Some of the recipients of awards for years of service are seen here. Other people on the 
WPD and WFR who were relatively quickly honored for their years of service were: 15 
years of service – Capt. Daniel Smith, Sgt. Michael Bracaglia and John Salmeier; 10 
years of service – Capt. Kenny Maddox, Lt. Tony Moos, Field Training Leader Cody 
Murphy, Lt. Thomas Ratchford and Lt. Brent Stegall; Five years of service – Firefighter 
Matthew Batton, Field Training Leader Timothy Berrios, and firefighters Todd 
Peacock, Richie Sookhan and Chad Williams. 
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A plaque of appreciation is presented to Catrina Sistrunk for the Williston Woman’s 
Club for its support of the WPD and WFR. Standing with her are Police Chief Dennis 
Strow (center) and Fire Chief Lamar Stegall. 
 

 
Robert Davis of Light Bar Ministries reminded the members of the WPD and WFR that 
while they help others, when they need to speak with someone, they should reach out 
for support for them. Post-traumatic stress, Davis noted can lead some people to have 
thoughts of suicide. He urged all of the dispatchers, officers and firefighters to take a 
bible available at the banquet, which is especially for helping first responders find 
spiritual guidance and support. Beyond that, Davis reminded them all to reach out and 
speak to someone if they are feeling stressed. 


