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Jack Screws honored posthumously 

 
Jack Screw’s widow Sherry (second from left) and his daughter Melissa 
Lewis are seen with WPD Cpl. David Moss’ widow Lori (third from left), as 
they stand with WPD Chief Dennis Strow and the 2020 David W. Moss 
Humanitarian Award. 
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     WILLISTON – The Williston Police & Fire 2020-2021 Awards Banquet provided an 
opportunity for Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow and Williston Fire Chief Lamar 
Stegall to honor certain individuals as they have annually. 
     The difference in the 2021 annual banquet was that there was the recognition from 
people in two years of service merged into one.  
     The global COVID-19 pandemic resulted in no banquet last year. The banquet on 
Friday evening (Jan. 7) was scaled back from including many dignitaries in contrast 
with usual fanfare, and the awards were reduced from including spoof or funny awards 
to only recognition that is more traditional. 
     With the 2020 honorees not being recognized last year, both years were put into one 
event. 
     Coincidently, the Florida Press Club banquet slated for Jan. 22 in Daytona Beach and 
the gathering of representatives from 25 agencies serving the needy in the Tri-County 
Area of Dixie County, Gilchrist County and Levy County on Jan. 12 were both canceled 
to reduce the spread of the mutated forms of COVID-19. 
 

 



HardisonInk.com 
2020 David W. Moss Humanitarian Award 
     One of the people honored at the banquet Friday night (Jan. 7) in the clubhouse of 
the Williston Crossing RV Resort was the late William Jack Screws Jr. (Sept. 13, 1955-
Aug. 30, 2020). 
     Better known Jack Screws, this civic-minded man the earned 2020 David W. Moss 
Humanitarian Award. The annual award was initiated by former WPD Chief Dan Davis 
many years ago. Former Chief Davis was among the people in the audience that night. 
Former Deputy Police Chief Clay Connolly was another significant former WPD member 
in the audience too. 
     WPD Cpl. David W. Moss died July 30, 1988, in the line of duty while serving the 
Williston Police Department. He was 31 years old when he was murdered while checking 
a suspicious man who was armed with a pistol. 
     Cpl. Moss is the only WPD officer killed in the line of duty. 
     Chief Strow said Cpl. Moss was known for reaching out to the people in Williston, 
especially the children to try to make a difference in their lives.  
     “This award,” Chief Strow said, “actually has David’s fingerprint etched into it. That 
way, he still touches the City of Williston.” 
     Cpl. Moss’ widow Lori presented the award this year as she has for the years since 
this honor began. 
     The 202o David W. Moss Humanitarian Award recipient is the late Jack Screws, 
Chief Strow said. Screws was a native of Williston, who always gave of his time and 
talents to make the city an even better place to live. 
     Screws served on the Williston City Council. He was a true friend of the WPD, Strow 
said.  
     He did whatever he could to help the department, the chief said. This included jobs 
like frying fish, running cars around – and even parking cars at Crab Fest. 
     The chief said it is very unfortunate that the city lost this great man in 2020. Chief 
Strow considered Screws to be like a brother. 
     Jack Screw’s widow Sherry and his daughter Melissa Lewis accepted the acrylic 
award from Cpl. Moss’ widow Lori. 
 

2021 David W. Moss Humanitarian Award 
     Alan Suggs was named as the man who earned the 2021 David W. Moss 
Humanitarian Award. 
     Suggs was unable to attend the banquet, Chief Strow said. 
     This man is a business owner who gives back to the city with his time, talent and 
money. He has donated everything from a motor to get a city truck back on the road, to 
the contribution of the very steaks enjoyed by banquet participants that night. 
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2021 R. Gerald Hethcoat Chiefs Award 

 
2021 R. Gerald Hethcoat Chiefs Award recipient Brooke Willis (center) is 
seen with Assistant Fire Chief Jimmy Willis Jr. (left) Fire Chief Lamar 
Stegall (to the right in the photo of Chief Willis), Police Chief Dennis Strow 
and Deputy Police Chief Terry Bovaird (far right in photo).  
 
     Another award relevant to another man who has gone to Heaven is the R. Gerald 
Hethcoat Chiefs Award. 
     This award is named in memory of the late Williston Mayor Emeritus Hethcoat, who 
once was the fire chief of Williston, as well as being a past mayor, and very involved in 
what used to be a hospital in the city. 
     Mayor Hethcoat was a 47-year resident of Williston who passed away July 1st, 2020 
at his home. He was 77. 
     Mayor Hethcoat set the bar for service to the city. The R. Gerald Hethcoat 
Community Room in the recently rebuilt Williston City Hall is named to memorialize 
the man whose contributions to the city earned that recognition. 
     After naming Brooke Willis as the recipient of the award, Chief Stegall mentioned 
that she proofread his comments for the night and helped him improve some parts of 
his grammar, including what he would be saying about her. 
     Brooke Willis is known for her strong work ethic as she helps both the WPD and WFR 
with administrative support services to an extremely significant degree. 
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This is a group picture of all the members of the Williston Police 
Department and Williston Fire Rescue after the banquet. While some 
people understand that all humans are brothers and sisters, people who 
work in public service as first responders to emergency calls have a bond as 
one family, too. Here is the family photo from the get-together on Friday 
night (Jan. 7) in Williston. 
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This is a group picture of all the members of the Williston Fire Rescue after 
the banquet. The WFR group photo was provided by a photographer that 
noted no photo credit was needed. She donated the picture because some of 
the people in the picture scattered very quickly after it was taken. This 
picture was being taken as the same time as the group shot of the WPD. 

 


