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     BRONSON -- Every person accused of a crime is presumed innocent until proven guilty through 
the legal system in the United States of America. 
     A 27-year-old Lakeland man will spend the rest of his life in the Florida Department of Corrections 
(DOC) Prison System from a murder and home invasion he committed on May 2, 2016, according to 
information provided in a Jan. 7 press release from the Levy County Sheriff's Office. 
     On Wednesday (Jan. 5), Johnny Tadree Turner, 27, of Lakeland, entered a plea of guilty to the 
charges of first degree murder and home invasion robbery with a firearm, when Turner stood before 
Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William Davis in the Levy County Courthouse. 
     This case had aggravating factors, which led the honorable Judge Davis to impose the sentence of 
life in prison upon Turner. 
     It was May 2, 2016, when deputies with the Levy County Sheriff’s Office responded to a reported 
home invasion robbery in Morriston. 
     Morriston is a census-designated place in Levy County, a bit south of the City of Williston. 
     LCSO detectives investigated the robbery, the LCSO said. 
     That robbery had turned violent and resulted in the death of Francisco De Jesus Soto, who was 31 
at the time. 
     Turner was identified as the murdering robber through forensic evidence collected at the scene, the 
LCSO said. Turner booked into the Levy County Jail on Nov. 18, 2016, charged with first degree 
murder and home invasion robbery with a firearm. He has remained at that detention facility with no 
bond since his arrest, the LCSO said. 
     Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum said the decision Turner made to enter his guilty was in part 
due to the excellent and exhaustive work completed by the LCSO deputies and detectives during this 
investigation. 
     The volume of evidence identifying Turner as the murderer was undeniable, the LCSO said. The 
open plea of guilty saved hours and the expense of a jury trial. 
     “We hope that the family of Mr. Soto can now be comforted knowing that justice has been served,” 
Sheriff McCallum said. 


