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Resident ruffles feathers - Commissioners 
react with fervor 

 
Robin Rouse speaks from the podium as she levies accusations at County 
Commissioner Mark Hatch and others. 
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     CROSS CITY – A Dixie County resident expressed her opinion that dirt provided 
for a driveway was improperly placed, and that a county employee had not taken classes 
that he was allegedly supposed to take. 
 
In this video, Dixie County 
Commission Vice Chairman 
W.C. Mills and County 
Commissioner Jody 
Stephenson are seen during 
their spat. Viewers are 
advised that there is some 
salty language. CLICK ON 
THE STILL SHOT ABOVE TO 
WATCH AND LISTEN TO 
THE VIDEO. 
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Dixie County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham and Commissioner James 
Valentine listen to a speaker at a meeting before the regular meeting 
Thursday (Jan. 6). 
 

 
Commissioner Mark Hatch listens to a speaker at a meeting before the 
regular meeting Thursday (Jan. 6). At the regular meeting, one resident 
brought a response from Hatch that she was incorrect. 
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Commission Chairman Jamie Storey (left) and Commission Vice Chairman 
W.C. Mills 
 

 
(from left) Dixie County Commissioner Jody Stephenson, County Manager 
Duane Cannon and County Attorney M. Michael O’Steen 
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Della Rhymes from the office of County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham (left) 
and Martha McCaskill, the administrative assistant and grant coordinator 
in the office of Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon, are seen during the 
regular meeting. 
 

 
W.C. Mills (left) and Jody Stephenson are seen early in their discussion, 
which became heated. 
 
     Robin Rouse’s verbal sparks ignited an oral bout between County Commission Vice 
Chairman W.C. Mills and County Commissioner Jody Stephenson, and at one point 
Tracy Lee Stephenson, Commissioner Stephenson’s wife, walked up to the dais from the 
audience. 
     Rouse opened her presentation by complaining about the county allegedly adding 38 
truckloads of dirt to build a driveway for a mobile home that did not have electric service 
yet. 
     She alleged that the people had been living in the structure for two months prior to 
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having electricity, according to her information. Rouse felt her information showed the 
people were living in the structure prior to a certificate of occupancy being issued. 
     Rouse told Commissioner Mark Hatch that it was her opinion that he had instructed 
the Road Department to build a driveway to the residence. Hatch said that he received a 
call from a homeowner whose driveway was washed out during a flood caused by 
Hurricane Elsa. 
     Hatch said he asked County Manager Duane Cannon to see if the Road Department 
could help the person. 
     County Attorney M. Michael O’Steen asked Rouse what she wanted to be done. 
     Rouse said she felt that Hatch and the County Commission had used country 
resources to help a private interest, rather than to help the whole county. 
     O’Steen said the County Commission has been advised by him about the methods for 
helping people during a state of emergency, and how things are different when there is 
no imminent need for emergency relief. 
     County Manager Cannon said he concurs with O’Steen and the County Commission 
needs to move on from this point. 
     “These last couple of years, there have been a lot of people moving. A lot of people 
have lost their homes,” Dixie County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey said. “There 
are situations where we can’t get permits fast enough. We can’t get power. It’s not just in 
Dixie County. I see it in Gilchrist County, Levy County. 
     “(There are) people moving in,” Chairman Storey continued. “I see it every day – 
people moving in without their power being hooked up. They are having to get 
generators to hook up their wells so they can have water. Is that correct, of whatever?” 
     Storey continued with his thoughts. 
     He spoke about people in cities like Gainesville, where there are people putting up 
tents for their families to live in.  
    Rouse continued with her tirade as she said there should not have been anyone in that 
home, regardless of the situation from which they may be suffering. 
     County Attorney O’Steen again reminded the County Commission that to avoid this 
particular issue of the county providing dirt for driveway repair, the County Commission 
must articulate that there is a valid public purpose for the county using public resources 
on private property. 
     Rouse’s next point of contention was her belief that Dixie County Road 
Superintendent Steve Hutchison had not completed a course he was supposed to be 
required to complete. 
     In this instance, Rouse was referring to Hutchison having slapped County 
Commissioner Stephenson when they were in County Manager Cannon’s office. 
     Chairman Storey said he does not want county personnel to be ridiculed by name 
during a meeting. 
     The conversation heated up when Rouse intimated that the County Commission’s 
members were lying and covering up. 
     Commission Vice Chair Mills said he does not lie or cover up things. 
     Mills made a motion, seconded by Commissioner James Valentine, to discontinue the 
discussion about dirt being provided for driveways and Hutchison. 
     Before the vote on the motion, Commissioner Stephenson said he wanted to speak 
about the matter between him and Hutchison. 
     “I want my name cleared. The man lied on those papers that I read on what he said 
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that I done,” Stephenson said. 
     The commissioner said he had spoken with county workers at locations who indicated 
to him that Hutchison had not been truthful. 
     Stephenson said what is right is right, and what is wrong is wrong. He urged that 
everyone move forward and do the right thing in the future. 
      Mills asked Stephenson about the morning after Hutchison punched him. Mills said 
Stephenson told him that Mills was sorry for all of the things that happened. 
     Stephenson said that is correct. When Mills asked what he was sorry about, 
Stephenson said he had tried to solve a problem before it reached the whole County 
Commission and became the intense argument that it became. 
     Stephenson said he tried speaking with County Manager Cannon and Road 
Superintendent Hutchison to put out a fire that already had started. That is when, 
Stephenson said, Hutchison punched him in the mouth. 
     “I am sorry that it happened in his (Cannon’s) office,” Stephenson said, “because that 
is not my intention, Mr. W.C. Mills. And you are correct, Duane (Cannon), that I stated 
that several times.” 
     Tracy Lee Stephenson, the commissioner’s wife, then shouted from the audience, “A 
real man does apologize, even if he is not at fault.” 
     Commissioner Stephenson continued. 
     Stephenson said that he did not want to have a blackeye put on Dixie County, 
although it was belief that it has gone beyond that point now. 
     Mills, Commissioner Stephenson and Ms. Stephenson all began speaking at the same 
time, with Ms. Stephenson asking about whether it was right for a man to be slapped, 
and she questioned if the employee handbook for county workers allows a man to hit 
another while they are on duty as a county employee. 
     Amidst more yelling by Commissioner Stephenson and others, Commission 
Chairman Storey banged the gavel. 
     Stephenson raised his voice more and shouted that there was a thorough 
investigation by a third party that recommended Hutchison be dismissed from his job. 
The commissioner showed he was angry that the road superintendent did not lose any 
pay or suffer any repercussions after the incident. 
     Mills conceded that those statements were correct. 
     Mills switched the conversation. 
     He said that for the past year Commissioner Stephenson has been going around 
threatening county workers. 
     “You’re a damn liar,” Stephenson said to Mills. 
     Ms. Stephenson then walked up to the dais and asked Mills if he heard threats 
himself. A person in the audience yelled to Ms. Stephenson to back away from the dais. 
Ms. Stephenson shouted back to the audience that the commissioner being accused of 
lying by Mills is her husband. 
     “I sure have (heard the threats myself). I heard some of it,” Mills answered. 
     “Why has it not come up before now?” Ms. Stephenson asked. 
     Commissioner Stephenson said the only thing he said was for people to do things the 
right way. 
     Several people then were yelling at the same time, however Commissioner 
Stephenson’s shouting “I have never threatened a damned soul!” was heard. 
     Chairman Storey pounded the gavel again. Stephenson shouted at least twice more 
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that it was his opinion that Mills was a liar. 
     Mills said something to the effect of settling the dispute with Stephenson outside. 
     Ms. Stephenson shouted for her husband to go ahead and go outside with Mills and 
settle it that way, because she is tired of bullies. 
     “Take me outside!” she yelled to Vice Chairman Mills. “I’ll go off with ya’. I ain’t 
scared of no damned man.” (And then the gavel pounding by Chairman Storey drowned 
out her other comments. 
     Stephenson told Mills “Sir, you and me will have our day.” 
     Mills indicated that he considered that a threat of physical violence. Stephenson 
explained that the two of them may face off in a legal arena, but that he had no intent of 
threatening violence against him. 
     There were a few more seconds of people shouting over each other and at each other, 
until Chairman Storey called for a vote on the motion by Mills, seconded by Valentine to 
discontinue the discussion about dirt being provided for driveways and Hutchison. 
     The vote was 4-1, with Stephenson being the lone dissenter, voting “No.” 


