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Four Williston students honored 

 
Mayor Jerry Robinson opens the program by speaking with Kierra Andrews, the first 
award recipient of the night. 
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     WILLISTON – Students from Williston Elementary School, Joyce Bullock Elementary School, 
Vision Christian Academy of Williston and Williston High School were honored Tuesday night (Jan. 
4) with the Mayor’s Student of the Month Award for December 2021. 

 
Mayor Jerry Robinson 
gives Kierra Andrews 
her certificate as 
Student of the Month. 
 
     Each student received a 
certificate noting they are a 
Student of The Month, a 
certificate for a pizza from 
a franchise pizza outlet, a 
pin with Florida and 
United States flags, and a 
City of Williston pin. 
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     Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson made the presentations. 
     Perhaps the most precocious student who has been awarded the Mayor’s Student of the Month 
Award since it was started years ago is Kierra Andrews. 
     The young Ms. Andrews is a 16-year-old who just recently graduated from Williston High School 
and has earned more than 30 credit hours already from her dual-enrollment at the College of Central 
Florida. 
     While Andrews was a student at Williston Middle High School, the teacher who nominated her was 
Kristen Larson. Teacher Larson noted that Andrews is a motivated student and a natural leader. 
     This teacher is certain this student will attain her goals in life. 
     Among Andrews’ accomplishments that were noted is that she started a recycle club at WMHS. 
     Also at WMHS, Andrews was a president of the Health Occupations Students of America chapter. 
It was noted by Larson that Andrews did an excellent job motivating students. 
     Andrews’ parent was noted to be Danae Bateman. 
     This recent graduate, even at the age of 16 years old, has taken over teaching 21 ninth-grade AVID 
students. Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is an in-school academic support 
program for grades seven through 12. The purpose of the program is to prepare students for college 
eligibility and success. 
     Andrews was the teacher’s aide, but after the teacher left the job, the WMHS administration and 
the School Board allowed Andrews to accept this responsibility of being the teacher. Andrews has 
been doing an excellent job of juggling teaching and being a student, Larson noted. 
     And Tuesday night, the young lady mentioned she is holding down two jobs as well. 
     Not only is Andrews on her way to college, with a preference toward the learning at the University 
of North Carolina, where she has applied, she has a goal for a profession. 
     Andrews decided she wants to be a federal military prosecutor, and she wants to serve in that 
capacity at Fort Leavenworth. 
     Fort Leavenworth is a United States Army installation located in Leavenworth County, Kansas, in 
the city of Leavenworth, roughly 20 miles northwest of Kansas City. 
     As for her choice of a particular college of law, Andrews had not made that decision as of Jan. 4. 
She mentioned that she is inclined to look at an Ivy League law school, however the cost of completing 
her post-graduate work there may make that dream prohibitive. 
     Larson noted that as a teacher she considered Andrews to be “a true pleasure to have in class! 
Kierra is always trying to do better. She always asks for constructive criticism, and she is always 
willing to help.” 
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Mayor Jerry Robinson reads the reasons Kyrin Penny earned the title as Student of the 
Month. Penny was the only student who followed the current CDC guidelines to wear a 
mask indoors to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Rochelle Walensky, the director of the 
CDC had said on Monday night (Jan. 3) that even people who have been vaccinated, and 
had their booster, should wear masks indoors, keep their distance from others and 
practice other hygienic methods to reduce the spread. 
 
     The next student to accept a certificate as Student of the Month, a certificate for a pizza, a flag pin 
and a city pin is a middle school student from Vision Christian Academy. 
     Kyrin Penny is an eighth grade student whose parent is listed as Chaka Penny. 
     He was nominated by Sharonda Watkins, who noted  
“Kyrin puts forth all his effort in his work. He makes very good grades.” 
     She noted that the young man is one of the most well-mannered students she knows. 
     “He doesn't hesitate to help others with tasks, and is a big encourager in the classroom and out of 
the classroom. He also is a great leader, being an example to other students and athletes that 
academics come first and play a major role in your future. It is a pleasure to have Kyrin in my class.” 
     The mayor asked the student about his favorite sport. Penny said he is on the middle school 
basketball team. 
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Mayor Jerry Robinson prepares to start speaking with Alivia Westbrook about why she 
earned the distinction as Student of the Month. 
 
     A fifth grade student at Williston Elementary School was the next student to be honored that night. 
     Alivia Westbrook, whose parent was listed as Jennifer Westbrook, was nominated by WES teacher 
Pricilla Fugate-Hiers. 
     Fugate-Hiers noted that “Alivia is an exceptional young lady. She is always eager to learn and has 
excellent participation in class. 
     “Alivia is very responsible and consistently puts forth her 
best effort to succeed academically,” her teacher continued. “Her teachers and fellow students 
appreciate her positive attitude and consideration for others. It is a pleasure to recognize Alivia as not 
only her STEAM teacher's student of the month for December but for Williston Elementary School 
Student of the Month. She embodies the qualities of a model WES student.” 
     STEAM is an acronym for “science, technology, engineering and math.” 
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Mayor Jerry Robinson starts to speak 
to Kyan Raelynn Smith as he tells the 
kindergartener why she is being 
named as Student of the Month. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The youngest award recipient of the night Kyan Raelynn Smith holds her certificates 
for a free pizza, and for being honored as Student of the Month as the mayor gives her 
flag pins and a City of Williston pin. 
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      A kindergarten student at Joyce Bullock Elementary was the next student to be honored. 
      Kyan Raelynn Smith, whose parent was listed as Kathy Smith, was nominated by “Miss Bannon,” 
who said “Kyan is a deserving of this award! When I met her at our ‘Meet the Teacher’ night, I knew 
she was a special child, and she has proven that. 
      “Kyan is funny, kind, smart and has the sweetest heart! Academically, Kyan always give her best 
effort and continues to grow each day,” the teacher continued. “You cannot teach effort, motivation 
and perseverance. This little girl just has it! Kyan is one of the kindest kids I have met.” 
      Her teacher noted the child is respectful to adults, but it is the way she interacts with her peers 
that makes her stand out. 
      “Kyan is always willing to help,” Bannon said. “This could mean playing with someone who may 
not have a friend, walking with another student who may not know how to get somewhere on our 
campus, or helping a friend during our center rotations.” 
     After the mayor asked her if she helps people, Kyan said, “When somebody is sad, I make them 
happy.” 
     The audience applauded to recognize the little girl’s innocent statement reflecting her nature. 
     Her teacher continued with citing reasons for this nomination. 
     “Kyan has so many positive characteristics! I could go on and on listing all of the reasons why Kyan 
was chosen our JBE, City of Williston Kindergarten Mayor Student of the Month,” Bannon noted. 
 

 
The students pose for parents, the press and others taking pictures after the 
presentations. 

 


