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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. honored today 
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
     DIXIE COUNTY -- We pause today to honor the memory of a great man. A man of 
learning. A man of service. A man of God. A man of peace. He was a man who dedicated 
his life’s work towards the betterment and equality for all Americans. 
     Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is particularly renowned for his efforts in righting the civil 
injustices so prevalent throughout American culture at that time. And he pursued all of 
this by the means of nonviolent activism. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 
for combatting racial inequality by way of non-violent resistance, a concept and means 
considerably inspired by the work of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi a generation 
earlier in India. 
     Dr. King was a brilliant young man, having skipped both ninth and twelfth grades. He 
had passed the entrance examination for Morehouse College, in Atlanta, Georgia, at the 
age of 15! Just before his college senior year, at the amazingly young age of 18, King 
decided to enter the ministry, which he felt afforded him the best means to answer, (in 
his words) “an inner urge to serve humanity.” 
     In 1951, he graduated from Crozer Theological Seminary. At Boston University his 
doctoral studies were in systematic theology, and he was awarded his doctoral degree in 
1955. He was but 25 years old. 
     In 1957, Dr. King, along with the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, Fred Shuttlesworth and 
others, founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. This group’s mission 
was to organize the power of Black churches in the quest for civil rights reform… 
through non-violent protests. Despite the Rev. King’s penchant for non-violence (or 
perhaps because of), he was frequently arrested and jailed. During his incarceration in 
Birmingham in April of 1963, his 13th arrest of 29 arrests, King penned his now-famous 
essay, “Letter From Birmingham Jail,” which contains the poignant line, “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”.  
     Later major events helping make Dr. King a household name through repeated 
national television coverage included the March on Washington -- one of the largest 
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political rallies for civil rights in American history, and drew more than a quarter 
million people that summer of 1963 in front of the Lincoln Memorial. The Selma-to-
Montgomery marches of 1965, the first of which came to be known as Bloody Sunday 
after Alabama state troopers and local county posse-men used teargas and billy clubs on 
the unarmed, nonviolent marchers as they attempted to cross the Edmund Pettis bridge 
in Selma, Alabama, also garnered substantial media coverage. 
     The results of such brutal attacks on peaceful protestors, being covered on live TV, 
helped to sway the growing public sentiment that racial discrimination and segregation 
were wrong. And that the laws, customs and practices abetting such mindset HAD to be 
changed. 
     Dr. King will always be remembered and revered ~ and rightly so ~ for his untiring 
efforts of “fairness for all.” His contribution to the Civil Rights Movement of this 
nation’s 20th Century is immeasurable. 
     But his work was so much more; And not just in church. In 1967, he became involved 
in protests to end America’s presence in Vietnam, and he caught a lot of flak for doing 
so. It was feared by many of his supporters and team that such a position could go 
against President Lyndon B. Johnson, who was working so hard at the time to support 
and advance their cause. So, this was NOT a position to be taken lightly. And in early 
1968, King, along with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, organized to 
address issues of economic justice with the Poor People’s Campaign. It was this type of 
activism that brought him to Memphis, Tennessee, in that spring of 1968. He was 
supporting the Black sanitation workers of that city, who had been on strike for two 
weeks for better treatment and higher wages. 
     On April 3, 1968, at Mason Temple, which is the world headquarters for the Church 
of God in Christ, located in Memphis, he delivered his legendary “I have been to the 
mountaintop” address. An assassin’s bullet tragically stole his life the very next day. Dr. 
King had been threatened his entire working adult life due to his disrupting of the status 
quo with his activism in civil rights. He had been beaten, he had his family intimidated, 
he had been thrown in jail, and he’d had his home bombed. But it was his work in 
supporting the working poor that was the focus of his efforts when he was assassinated. 
     No one should forget this fact: That although Dr. King will forever be revered for his 
efforts and success in advancing civil rights for Black America, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. died supporting the working poor, the discriminated-against city employees asking 
for a fair deal. 
     Publisher’s Note: Bob Leichner is a retired business owner who now serves often 
as a substitute teacher in Dixie County, having earned his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of South Florida and having completed other requirements to teach. 

 


