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NCBDC meeting offers insight 
about Levy County business scene 

 
NCBDC Executive Director Scott Osteen starts the meeting Thursday (Jan. 13). 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Eight nature Coast Business Development Council directors met in person or 
via teleconference with NCBDC Executive Director Scott Osteen late Thursday afternoon (Jan. 13) at 
the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkinson (Levy County) Campus, just south of the City of Fanning 
Springs. 
     A wide range of business topics were broached as the new executive director enjoyed covering a 
very full agenda. 
     Near the outset of the meeting, directors were reminded that the charter calls for the executive 
director to be the chairman of the board. 
     Present for the meeting were Vice Chairman George Buckner III, Greg Galpin, Phil Geist, Denny 
George, Dorothy Pernu, Dr. Richard Streeter, Daniel Vaudreuil and Joyce Wilson. 
     In his first director’s report to the NCBDC Board, Osteen said he and Buckner attended a rural 
economic summit in St. Augustine. During that meeting, he heard that high speed Internet service is 
strongly needed and desired in rural Florida, including Levy County, which is served by the NCBDC. 
     Improving the availability of reliable, relatively inexpensive, high-speed Internet in Levy County is 
among the goals Osteen sees. 
     Later in the meeting, speaking on behalf of Central Florida Electric Cooperative, George, who is the 
general manager of CFEC, and Pernu, who is the vice president regional government and community 
relations manager with Duke Energy Florida, both spoke about those utilities’ potential expansion 
into that aspect of service to either members or customers. 
     Meanwhile, in actual results on the table, Osteen said he was able to complete the process to obtain 
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a $10,000 Economic Development Council grant that had been “in the works for about two years” to 
be awarded to Tri-County Saw Shop. 
     This was completed in December and Osteen forecast the check would be cut for that local business 
within the next couple of weeks. 
     Osteen said he is working on establishing connections and a process for other small business in 
Levy County to qualify for EDC grants. 
     Among the many other topics were confirmation of goals to be reached by Osteen. Another 
question was the establishment of an office for the new NCBDC executive director. 
     The previous office in Inglis Town Hall was good for the previous director, who lived in Citrus 
County. When there was mention of having an office at the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkinson 
(Levy County) campus, it was mentioned that this location is at the northern end of the county just as 
the one in Inglis was at the far southern end of the county. 
     Apparently, Bronson, which is the county seat and is in the center of Levy County, has no suitable 
office space. As for CF, just south of Fanning Springs, the high rent was seen as being cost prohibitive 
for office space. 
     Osteen said he can work out of his home in the meantime. 
     He mentioned that it is better for him to visit prospective business interests that are out of the 
county at their locations, because it is easier for them – in contrast with them visiting some office in 
Levy County. 
     As for new business coming to the county, there was discussion about a method to create an 
inventory of properties that are ready for occupancy by manufacturing interests or other business. 
     Two topics are seen as recurring at future meetings. One is finding progress in improvement of the 
Internet Wasteland or Internet Desert where Levy County and other rural counties in Florida now 
exist. The second topic was a big highway being potentially built through Levy County. 
     Osteen and the NCBDC Board of Directors, unlike the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners, are taking no stance on whether to endorse or oppose the Turnpike Extension 
proposed from Wildwood going north to the Georgia State line. 
     The Levy County Commission voted 4-0 on a resolution to oppose the Turnpike Extension. 


