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Candidate University 
provides wealth of information 

 
Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones prepares to start Candidate 
University on Thursday (Jan. 13) in the meeting area of the Levy County 
Supervisor of Elections Office in Bronson. The big thick binder on the table and 
seen in the lower right of this picture is full of information for Levy County 
candidates. Jones gives one to candidates to use as a reference book. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 14, 2022 at 4:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – A number of people who wanted to learn about what it takes to become a 
candidate attended Candidate University on Thursday (Jan. 13) in Bronson. 

 
Charles Goodman, 
one of three 
candidates for mayor 
of Williston, is seen at 
the Candidate 
University. 
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Jackson County 
Supervisor of Elections 
Carol A. Dunaway 
listens as Levy County 
Supervisor of Elections 
Tammy Jones explains 
finer points that 
candidates need to 
know to succeed in 
properly running a 
campaign to be elected. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Williston City Clerk 
Latricia Wright, seen 
in the foreground 
wearing a facemask, is 
the supervisor of 
elections for 
municipal elections in 
Williston. 
Immediately behind 
her in the picture is 
Charles Goodman, a 
candidate for mayor of 
Williston and next to 
him is his wife Sue 
Ellen Goodman, his 
campaign treasurer. 
Rebecca Goodman, his 
daughter, is Charles 
Goodman's campaign 
manager. 
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     The extensive program was hosted by Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones 
with help from Jordan Lindsey, assistant supervisor of elections. Jones told listeners that 
Lindsey is an extremely valuable member of her team. 
     Learners that morning saw that running for county office is not for the faint of heart. There 
are laws to obey, and every year there can be changes to the laws. There are details, details, 
details and fine points that must be understood. 
     Candidates must work within the bounds of the election laws of the federal, state, county 
and municipal governments. There are some rules for each set of candidates that are separate, 
such as for city office, county office, state office or federal office, but certain rules cover all 
candidates. 
     The laws apply to contributors, too. For instance, no contributor can give more than $1,000 
to a candidate in a county election. 
     However, a candidate can contribute as much as he or she wants to his or her own campaign 
to be elected. Likewise, a spouse can contribute as much as he or she wants to their wife or 
husband who is running -- unless they have separate accounts. Then, the spouse faces the same 
$1,000 limit as everyone else. 
     As Supervisor of Elections Jones said, when there is a joint account, both the wife and the 
husband equally own all of the money in that account. 
     That $1,000 limit is the maximum per-person amount for each candidate. For instance, if 
Joe Donor gave Josephine Candidate $1,000 and then went to a fish-fry campaign fundraiser 
for Josephine Candidate where tickets cost $10 each, then Joe Donor could not buy a ticket to 
that dinner. 
     As to whether pies bought at school fundraiser auctions, or livestock bought at the 
Suwannee River Fair can be used as political campaign expenses, that is a personal decision to 
be decided by the candidates, Jones said. It is a gray area as far as the Florida Commission on 
Ethics, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and the Florida Secretary of State 
Elections Office. 
     As for spending the money raised in a campaign, there can be no money raised five days 
before the election. Spending can happen as late as the day of the election. 
     The money and records part of elections races require focus by the candidates to deadlines 
for financial reporting as well as to accuracy, Jones said. Some candidates are their own 
campaign treasurers. Some candidates are their own campaign managers. When a candidate 
has a separate treasurer for their campaign, Jones advised the people to make sure they have 
very clear and correct communication. 
     During her program, Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones went through each aspect of 
elections using a PowerPoint presentation. There are some key messages for all candidates. 
Jones and her staff want every candidate to succeed in their run for office. 
     As far as responsibility, the candidate is his or her own shepherd. For instance, as Jones 
said, she is not the residency police. Beyond that, she will review the information provided by 
candidates by looking at everything within the four corners of documents, as is her duty as the 
qualifier of candidates. 
     If a candidate is untruthful, then that will result in action from law enforcement agencies or 
other regulatory agencies, and can include fines and prison terms. 
     However, Jones and other elections qualifiers have specific duties that do not include 
tracking down where voters or candidates list as their residences. They are not law 
enforcement officers. They are elections officials. 
     Florida Statute Chapter 106, Jones said, is mandatory reading for candidates. She will help 
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Levy County candidates understand any of the aspects of elections in Florida, however the 
ultimate responsibility of actions taken by each individual candidate are of those individual 
candidates. 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones helped all listeners understand the finer points of 
what it takes to properly operate a campaign for election. 
     Another interesting aspect this year is that in Levy County, this Florida county is among the 
first to redistrict voting precincts. Jones was pleased to let everyone know that now the five 
districts for the Levy County Board of County Commissioners match numerically those of the 
Levy County School Board. 
     No incumbent is losing any time in office, and the transition to have matching numbers 
worked out smoothly, she said. 
     Another impact of the redistricting in Levy County is that some district lines are smaller 
because there is a higher density of population within a district that happened in the past 10 
years.  
     For instance, Williston is a municipal area that showed significant growth in the past 10 
years, and therefore the district lines in the county for that area for representatives from the 
Levy County Commission and Levy County School Board there is geographically smaller. 
     The population numbers are the same in the five different districts. It’s just that one district 
will be a certain number of square miles and other will have fewer or more square miles, 
depending on how many people were counted in the most recent national census. 
     In Levy County, all County Commission members and all School Board members are elected 
countywide. Levy County is not a county with single-member districts. While the commissioner 
or School Board members must live inside the district they represent, all of the voters in the 
county choose who will be elected to those two boards. 
     The wealth of information provided by Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones and 
Assistant Supervisor of Elections Lindsey is too extensive to include in one story. 
     For candidates, the single best advice is to confer with Jones before doing anything. Do not 
accept donations. Do not make announcements. Do not spend money or do other actions until 
conferring with Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones. For candidates reading this in 
other Florida counties, they should confer with the elections qualifiers in their counties before 
taking action in their bid for election to office. 
     As for the would-be “surprise” candidate who wants to wait until the final Friday of 
qualifying to complete the process, that is not recommended. Jones said there are actions that 
must be taken before that final moment. 
     If the surprise candidate waits too long, until the final day for instance, then there may not 
be time to assure all of the actions required can be completed in time. 
     Another single bit of good advice for all would-be candidates is to use this resource. Jones 
and her staff want candidates to be successful in their run for election. Certainly, there can be 
only one winner in each race for a position. 
     If all candidates have the same correct information, however, then that makes the 
competition on a level playing field. As for Jones, she is well-versed in being fair to all 
candidates in any party, or in no political party. 
     Like every other elected county officials, Jones is a Republican. However, as the supervisor 
of elections, she treats all people the same regardless of political party affiliation as well as the 
people who affiliate themselves with no political party. 


