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Flight school owner moves forward with  
Williston business 
Specialized agricultural pilot training starts here 

 
Beverly Berry stands 
near the back of the 
large hangar at 
Williston Municipal 
Airport after an 
interview Thursday 
morning (Jan. 11). 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison 
© Jan. 12, 2022 at 
12:11 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – A 
68-year-old woman who 
has been a key 
administrator in an 
aviation flight school 
specifically for 
agricultural pilots is 
continuing her 
enterprise at Williston Municipal Airport. 
     Beverly Berry had just completed moving everything from the Inverness Airport on Saturday (Jan. 
8), and she had introduced herself to the Williston City Council on the previous Tuesday (Jan. 4). 
 

 

 
This front 
view into the 
large hangar 
shows the 
biplane in 
the front and 
the two 
other 
airplanes. 
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Here is a side view of one of the three airplanes in the hangar. 
 

 
This logo on the biplane shows it is part of the fleet for the school to teach pilots best 
methods for crop-dusting. 
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This golf cart is used by 
Eagle Vistas Agricultural 
Aviation Academy and is 
part of equipment other 
than aircraft. Among the 
other equipment the 
academy, is a portable air-
conditioned office, a John 
Deere tractor and a big flat 
trailer, as well as a strong 
assortment of tools for 
maintenance of aircraft. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a relatively close-up view of the 
piping and spray nozzles on an aircraft used 
to apply liquid chemicals to pastures. 
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This view of the Pawnee D shows the nozzles visible at the back edges of the front wings. 
 

 
All three aircraft are seen here parked in the hangar. As the academy becomes more 
active there is a potential for better photographs of the machines on a taxiway and the 
like. 
 
     The three aircraft in the hangar are an Aircraft Model G-164A - 1976 Grumman ACFT ENG Cor-
Schweizer, which is the yellow-colored biplane (a two-seater Nav-Cat); a 1974 PIPER Model PA-25-
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235 (Pawnee D), with spray nozzles that are used for spraying crops; and a 1995 Cessna/Weaver 
model 305E (or 305 L-19), which also is known as a ‘Bird Dog’. The ‘Bird Dog’ is quasi-marked as a 
USAF airplane, which shows some of its history. 
     Beverly Berry and her late husband Randy Berry started the business more than 14 years ago. 
Randy Berry died in an agricultural air crash about 18 months ago (Sept. 23, 2020), she said. He was 
67 years old. 
     He was flying east-to-west over a pasture as he sprayed for armyworms, she said. 
     The term "armyworm" can refer to any of several species or worms, often describing the large-scale 
invasive behavior of the species' larval stage. 
     Normally, on that pasture, she said, he flew north-south, but the wind direction on that day forced 
a different approach to spraying. 
     As he approached a dead tree in the pasture that morning, she said, he was eastbound and the sun 
rising in the east probably blinded him. This is believed to have caused him to not see it. He just lost 
sight of the object for a second, and the plane hit the tree, resulting in his death, she said.  
     The couple had spoken previously about the dead trees in that narrow field, she said in her 
interview Jan. 11. 
     Despite that tragedy 18 months ago, Beverly Berry continues their program for training agricultural 
pilots. She said her husband had created mandatory minimum standards, which the Federal Aviation 
Administration had not set for this type of specialized commercial flying. 

 

Owner seeks test fields for spraying and short-term housing for 
visiting student pilots 

 

 
     The instructors serving students at are certified flight instructors who believe in the program to 
better train agricultural pilots, Berry said. In addition to the instructor who lives in Dixie County, they 
live in California, Louisiana and Arkansas, Berry said. They, too, will need short-term housing, except 
perhaps the instructor from Steinhatchee. 
     As she begins the operations at Williston Municipal Airport, where the city started her lease for a 
large hangar space in December, Berry said she needs two things to help the business flourish. 
     First, she is seeking local pasture-owners who will allow her instructors and students to fly over 
and spray with water. She noted no herbicide or fertilizer applications will happen during the training 
phases for these pilots. 
     Next, she told the Williston City Council, she is seeking short-term living accommodations for 
student pilots. 
     Student pilots who are just learning how to fly may stay in the area for a four- to six-month period, 
Berry said. More experienced pilots may complete their educational programs within two weeks, she 
said. 
     Two graduates from Eagle Vistas Agricultural Aviation Academy are currently furthering their 
post-graduate studies to become certified to fly single-engine air tankers that are used to fight forest 
fires. 
     Eagle Vistas Agricultural Aviation Academy trains pilots who come to this school from all over the 
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United States and from all over the world, Berry said, including Ecuador and Saudi Arabia. 
     “There is a need for minimum standards for agricultural pilots,” Berry said during her interview 
Tuesday (Jan. 11). 
     Crop dusters fly in very low environments as they apply chemicals to crops. 
     The level of ability of the pilots who come to the academy ranges from a person who has not flown 
to a pilot who has earned his or her commercial pilot license. 
     The first step to legally flying an airplane in the United States requires the pilot to earn his or her 
private pilot license. One next step can be to earn an instrument rating to understand how to navigate 
using aircraft instruments. 
     For pilots who want to earn money by flying, they need to earn a commercial pilot license.  
     In her appearance before the Williston City Council on Jan. 4, Berry introduced John Becker, an ag 
pilot instructor, who is a former fighter pilot with the United States Air Force. Becker lives in 
Steinhatchee, she said. 
     Berry introduced Ty Sabata, the chief mechanic for the academy, who has been with the 
organization for more than six years now. Sabata is certified as an aircraft mechanic, has earned his 
pilot license, and in April will be certified as an aircraft inspector. 
     During her interview on Jan. 11, Berry mentioned that Eagle Vistas Agricultural Aviation Academy 
has attained an excellent reputation in the aviation industry both in the United States and worldwide. 
     Students who come to Eagle Vistas Agricultural Aviation Academy will pay certain fees depending 
on the level of pilot license they want – private pilot, instrument rating, commercial pilot and the 
specialized agriculture pilot certification from the academy. 
     Depending on the student’s previous experience and level, including if they have a tailwheel 
endorsement will determine the fee, Berry said. 
     As an example, without the instrument rating, she said the fee is $50,000 to $65,000. 
     “Add $8,000 to that for an instrument rating,” she said. 
     If a student wants to take an accelerated program and “study when we say study,” then Berry said a 
student can get their fee closer to the $50,000 range. 
     An experienced pilot who just needs the agricultural endorsement from Eagle Vistas Agricultural 
Aviation Academy, would pay $18,500 for the course, she said. 
     She said a former F-16 pilot, who also has flown Falcon jets, and who graduated from Eagle Vistas 
Agricultural Aviation Academy in October of 2021 just completed his firefighting school to be certified 
to fly a single-engine tanker. 
     She mentioned he is one of two of the graduates from her school who are taking this extended set 
of training for that certification. 
     “Those firefighters,” Berry added, “are in most cases, going to make $200,000 a year.” 
     As for Berry retiring from her profession, she said that is not in her plans. 
     “I’m not retiring,” she said. “What would I do? My kids don’t need me. My grandkids don’t need 
me.” 
     As for them needing her love as a mother and grandmother, Berry said “We make appointments to 
do that. We schedule time with them.” 
     She said her grandchildren are in south Florida, except for the ones in Australia.  
     Meanwhile, as Berry starts the school at Williston Municipal Airport, she is seeking methods for 
short-term stays by instructor-pilots and student pilots, and she is looking for farmers who will let the 
students spray fields with water as they train. 
     Berry said she has some Dunnellon area farmers who let her use their pastures, but she would 
prefer some places closer to Williston to reduce the time and fuel needed to get to and from those 
practice sites. 


