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Qualifying starts for Williston City Council seats 
Governor may appoint two Levy County officials 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 10, 2022 at 3:11 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – Candidates for three elected seats in the Williston municipal government began 
qualifying at noon today (Monday, Jan. 10) and have until Friday (Jan. 14) at noon to be placed on the 
ballot, according to information provided by Williston City Clerk Latricia Wright. 
     Wright is the supervisor of elections for municipal elections in that city, according to the city’s 
charter. Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones helps all of the municipalities in the 
county with their elections when assistance is requested. 
     The seats that are up for election in Williston, and the incumbents in those seats are Mayor - 
currently held by Jerry Robinson; Seat D City Council - currently held by Darferness Hinds; and Seat 
E City Council- currently held by Debra Jones, City Clerk Wright said. 
     The fee to qualify to run in a Williston City Council race is  
 $53 and the fee to run for Mayor is $65, Wright said. 
     The election is March 1, 2022, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and the runoff election, if it is required is slated 
to be March 29, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Wright said. 
     Williston municipal elections are held in Williston City Hall, 50 N.W. Main St. For more 
information about how to run for office in Williston, contact City Clerk Wright. 
 

DeSantis may appoint two Levy County officials 

 By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 10, 2022 at 3:11 p.m. 
   TALLAHASEE – Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has so far failed to appoint replacements for people to 
take the vacant seats created after Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner and Levy County Property 
Appraiser Osborn “Oz” Barker died in 2021. 
     However, the potential exists for Gov. DeSantis to make those appointments. 
     Christina Pushaw, press secretary in the Executive Office of the Governor, in responding to the 
question from HardisonInk.com as to whether the governor intended to appoint a property appraiser 
and a county commissioner in Levy County, noted on Monday (Jan. 10) that “… the governor can 
make appointments to those vacant seats before November of this year, but if any individuals are 
appointed to those seats, they would have to run for re-election during the statewide election in 
November 2022 and win, to keep their positions after January of 2023.” 
     The Florida Constitution specifies this, in a vacancy where there are 28 months remaining in the 
term or longer (which is the case for those two positions in Levy County), Pushaw noted. 
     Florida Statute 100.111, which is titled “Filling vacancy.” notes the following: 
     “(1)(a) If any vacancy occurs in any office which is required to be filled pursuant to s. 1(f), Art. IV of 
the State Constitution and the remainder of the term of such office is 28 months or longer, then at the 
next general election a person shall be elected to fill the unexpired portion of such term, commencing 
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday following such general election.” 
     The governor has until November to make appointments to those two posts. Will he make those 
appointments? There was no clear answer to the question when posed Monday (Jan. 10). 
     Given these facts, the people who are elected -- or appointed -- to those two offices will be in office 
for fewer than the regular four-year terms, and if they want to remain in office they will be running for 
election again sooner than after the normal four-year period. 
     The people replacing Commissioner Joyner and Property Appraiser Barker will be running in 2024 
as well as this 2022 run, if they still want to be in those offices after those terms end. 
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     Cycles for regular election to those two offices in Levy County will remain as they have been. For 
property appraiser or County Commission District 3 – they will run with certain candidates for offices 
as normal in 2024. 
     The people elected in November of 2022 to the Levy County Board of County Commissioners and 
to the Levy County School Board will begin their terms on Nov. 22, 2022. The person elected in 
November of 2022 as Levy County Property Appraiser will start his or her term in office on the second 
Tuesday in January of 2023, according to records. 

Levy County Candidates 

     Meanwhile, some people have announced their intention so far to seek elections in November to 
take office later that month or in January of 2023, according to information on the website of Levy 
County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones. 
     As of 2 p.m. on Monday (Jan. 10), the following candidates are listed as having filed in Levy 
County. 
For Property Appraiser (incumbent was the late Oz Barker) 
     * James Allen (REP) of Chiefland 
     * Jason Whistler (REP) of Chiefland 
 
County Commissioner, District 3 (incumbent was the late Mike Joyner) 
     * Clifton Harrell (REP) of Morriston 
     * Desiree Mills (REP) of Morriston 
 
County Commissioner, District 4 (incumbent Lilly Rooks) 
     * Tim Hodge (REP) of Chiefland 
     * Laura Mott (REP) of Chiefland 
 
School Board, District 5 (incumbent Ashley Breeden Clemenzi) 
     * Scott Hall (NP) of Williston 
     * Larry E. Jones (NP) of Williston 


