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Christmas parade and fun 
attracts many to Williston 

 
Abby Wilson and her son Brian Wilson pose with Santa and Mrs. Claus in 
Heritage Park. Many people visited Levy County’s easternmost city for the 
annual Christmastime celebration Saturday night (Dec. 4). 
 
Story and Photos 
By Terry Witt, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 
© Dec. 5, 2021 at 11:11 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND -- Williston was decked out in holiday colors Saturday night for the 
annual Williston Wonderland event at Heritage Park and for the Light-Up Williston 
Christmas Parade that started Saturday night’s (Dec. 4) holiday activities. 
     Santa Claus came to town in a classy horse-drawn carriage. Later in the evening, 
Santa and Mrs. Claus later took time to sit down with more than 100 children at the  
Dr. Kenneth Schwiebert Pavilion for photos.  
     Balmy weather may have helped pack the sidewalks and grassy areas along Noble 
Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27) with parade watchers, some in tee-shirts and others in light 
jackets, as more than 26 floats and many other types of processional entries passed by 
them. 
     Williston City Council President Debra Jones and other Council members stood atop 
a tall fire department vehicle in the parade. That gave them a bird’s eye view of how 
many people were watching from both sides of Noble Avenue. 
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Farmers are among the superheroes celebrated in the Christmas Parade. 
This float is by the Williston Wranglers 4-H. 
 

 
The Williston Middle Senior High School Marching Band performs in the 
parade. 
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Children play in the snow imported to Heritage Park. 
 

 
Santa and Mrs. Claus ride in the parade, pulled on a fancy carriage by two 
valiant steeds. 
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Nurses, firefighters, police officers and military service veterans are the 
local superheroes honored by this float. 
 

 
Williston Church of God celebrates the birth of Jesus with its float. 
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Levy County 4-H presents its representation at the parade. 
 

 
Levy County Sheriff bobby McCallum waves to the crowds on the sides of 
the road as he travels in an LCSO boat on a trailer in the parade. 
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Cub Scout Pack 163 mans its float in the parade. 
 

 
Old-time American heroes are seen in this entry for the parade. 
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Heritage Park is beautifully lit by a row of brightly decorated Christmas 
trees. 
 

 
Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson announces Light-up Williston has officially 
occurred. Robinson was assisted by Miss Williston Sarah Dykstra on the 
right, Little Miss Williston Madison Boswell (below her) and Junior Miss 
Williston Kai Bowland. 
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     “It was a massive crowd. Last year, people were sitting in family groups with spaces in 
between,” Council President Jones said. “Today, they were just jampacked from one side 
to the other.” 
     Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson said he was impressed by the sheer size of the crowd. 
He noticed that most of the crowd walked to Heritage Park after the parade to 
participate in activities there as well. 
     Mayor Robinson and three Williston pageant queens, Miss Williston Sara Dykstra, 
Junior Miss Williston Kai Bowland and Little Miss Williston Madison Boswell assisted 
with throwing the switch that lit Heritage Park with tens of thousands of Christmas 
lights in the annual Light-Up Williston ceremony. 
     The City of Williston sponsored a snow play area for children. Many of the children 
grew up in Florida and never saw snow before then. Snowball battles broke out as the 
kids chased each other around the circular play area. 
     Williston utility crews decorated the entire park with Christmas lights in the weeks 
leading to the Christmas event. This year, the city crews erected short fences around 
specially-designed Christmas trees to protect the public from tripping over the wires. 
The trees consisted of a single pole with attached lighted wires forming the branches. 
There were two such trees. In previous years the wires were exposed. 
     The Williston Wonderland event at Heritage Park was sponsored by the Williston 
Chamber of Commerce. Individual businesses sponsored various activities at the park, 
including a huge bounce house for children as well the meet and greet photo 
opportunities with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
     “Each year it’s getting better and better,” Williston Chamber Vice President Michael 
Langston.  
     He added that he felt the turnout was fantastic. 
     “The businesses gave so much to put it on and make it free for everybody,” Langston 
said. “My big push – I wanted these kids when they went around to each of the booths, 
that they would get something free. I came up not with much. Just seeing the kids of the 
community being able to participate in something like this is just fantastic. It’s 
something I didn’t get to do when I was younger.”     
     Among the interests helping the Chamber to make the event successful were 
Drummond Community Bank, the City of Williston, the Levy County Visitors Bureau, 
B4 Signs and Advertising, First Baptist Church of Williston, Good Apple Construction, 
Homestead Tiny Enterprises, Levy Jones (Your Paper And Janitorial Supply Experts), 
McMillen Surveying, Monterey Boats, the Rotary Club of Williston, Rustified Antiques & 
More, S&M Automotive, the Williston Community Redevelopment Agency and others. 
     Mayor Robinson said he was extremely proud of the way Williston Wonderland and 
the parade turned out. 
     “When you see all these people and the line of people wanting to see Santa Claus, this 
is what small-town America is about,” Robinson said. 

 


