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Madison County trounces 

Chiefland in state semifinal 

 
Chiefland runner Dakota Fisher finds running room following his blocks. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Terry Witt, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 

© Dec. 4, 2021 at 8:11 p.m. 

     CHIEFLAND -- Chiefland Middle High School’s varsity football team saw its dream season 

come to an end Friday night (Dec. 3). 

 

 

 

 

Quarterback 

Clint Thomas 

appears to 

have plenty of 

blocking from 

teammates 

but moments 

later he was 

tackled for a 

loss. 
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Indian runner Paul Davis runs parallel to the Chiefland line as he follows blockers. 

 
Cowboy kicker Keoni Nelson misses this field goal in the first quarter, but 

Chiefland is flagged for hurdling the center. Madison County retains possession 

and winds up scoring its first touchdown. 

 

     The Indians were defeated 37-0 by the Madison County Middle High School Cowboys in a 

Final Four Class 1A Florida High School Athletic Association game in Chiefland before a 

capacity crowd. 



HardisonInk.com 

 
E- Cowboy Jaohn Jackson Jr. breaks through the Chiefland defense backwards for 

a fourth quarter touchdown. 

 

     Madison County will take on Hawthorne Middle High School for the Class 1A FHSAA 

Football Championship title next week in Tallahassee. 

     Chiefland Head Varsity Football Coach Adam Gore said his team was the first Chiefland team 

to advance to the Final Four since the 1997 when the Indians won the state Class 1A FHSAA 

championship against Mayo. 

     He said few people would have given Chiefland any chance of going this far in 2021. 

     “If you had asked anyone in August if Chiefland would be in the Final Four, nobody would 

have picked us outside the locker room, nobody. It’s true,” Gore said. “The kids have nothing to 

hang their heads about. We played with house money. I’m happy for the kids.” 

     Chiefland finished its season at 11-2. The Cowboys are 10-3. 

     Cowboy Head Varsity Football Coach Mike Coe said his team probably won’t be picked to 

beat Hawthorne in the state championship, but he said they like it that way. It doesn’t bother his 

team. 

     He said Hawthorne has a huge front line, very athletic, “speed everywhere, and nobody will 

be picking us, so we’ll have our work cut out for us. We’ll show up. I promise you that,” Coe said. 

     “We’re still working our tails off in the weight room. We still run after practice. Our kids are 

in great shape. We got a lot of kids banged up. We have pride in our toughness and playing 

together, not pointing fingers. They are used to playing in these environments because we play 

big games all year. We’ll show up,” Coe said. 

     Indians Coach Gore said the game against the Madison County team never went Chiefland’s 

way on Friday night. He said they knew how Madison County played -- their tendencies and how 

they could catch fire with a turnover or a special team’s touchdown. 

     “We had some things happen to us; opportunities we didn’t cash in early. We let them be 
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them, and it kind of got out of hand on us and that’s Madison County football,” Gore said. “We 

had to play good, we couldn’t turn the ball over, we had to eat the clock. We had a good game 

plan coming in. We didn’t execute it very well, but we’re a young group. We’ll be back. I’m happy 

for the team.” 

     One of the biggest plays of the game was an odd penalty that went against the Indians early in 

the first quarter. 

     Madison County drove 70 yards on opening possession but was stopped by Chiefland at the 

Indian 16-yard-line. A Madison County field goal was attempted and missed. A penalty flag was 

thrown in connection with the field goal. 

     The penalty flag was for a personal foul. As it turned out, Chiefland was flagged for hurdling 

the offensive center on the field goal attempt, a personal foul. 

     Chiefland’s defensive stand was nullified by the penalty. Madison County retained possession 

and the ball was moved half the distance to the goal line, giving Madison County an opportunity 

to achieve what it failed to do on its opening drive – score a touchdown. 

     Two plays later, the Cowboys scored on an 8-yard pass. The extra point was good. Madison 

County led 7-0 with 9:24 left in the first quarter. 

     The unexpected change of fortunes ignited the Cowboys and quieted the massive Chiefland 

crowd. 

     A game official who wasn’t working the game but was observing the game close to reporters 

was asked what occurred. He said a Chiefland player jumped over the Cowboy center on the field 

goal attempt. He said this is called hurdling the center. He said it was a personal foul. 

     This type of defensive stand by Chiefland had nearly always worked in favor of the Indians 

during the regular season and playoffs. Chiefland would make a big defensive stand and take 

possession of the ball on downs or after a punt. It would fire up the team. 

     But mistakes and fumbles plagued Chiefland all night. Madison County had considerable 

speed. The strength of the team was surprising considering they didn’t have a big offensive or 

defensive line. They swarmed to the ball on every defensive play, nullifying Chiefland’s 

considerable speed. 

     Gore didn’t dwell on the game in his post-game interview. He said his team had overcome 

quite of bit of inconvenience this season. He wanted people to know what a special group of 

players he coached. 

     Chiefland Middle High School is being torn down and rebuilt around the students. Every day, 

students attend classes in new classroom buildings as construction work continues around them 

on the partially completed campus. 

     Chiefland’s football team lost the longtime weightlifting facility this year to the new 

construction. The team was forced to move its weightlifting area to a 30-by-30 room at the front 

of the school’s aging gymnasium. It’s considerably smaller than what they had been using. The 

gym will eventually be torn down and replaced by a new one in the final phase of campus 

construction. 

     In spite of all the construction activities around them and the loss of their weightlifting 

facilities, the sophomore-dominated Chiefland team focused on playing hard-nosed football 

rather than on what they didn’t have, according to Gore. 

     “When this campus is finished it’s going to be a phenomenal facility and it’s nobody’s fault 

that we had these circumstances, but to be able to adapt to that and overcome that and to come 

out and do that they’ve done is amazing and phenomenal. If people knew the back story dealing 

with construction and everything that’s gone on, it’s absolutely amazing,” Gore said. 


