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18 earn GEDs via CF Levy 
First such event in two years 

 
(from left) CF Enrollment/Student Services Coordinator Christine Dunn, and 
Adult Education Honor Graduates -- Robert Asbell, Heather Adams, Elizabeth 
Danielle Head, Sara Metzel and Rikki Hayward -- and CF Transition Specialist 
and Instructor Kim Cooper, pause for a photo opportunity. These five grads 
earned special recognition from among the 18 total graduates that night. 
Hayward was the keynote speaker for the program, and her speech is bound 
to have been inspirational to many. These students are all holding their 
certificates showing they earned academic honors as part of their success in 
obtaining a Florida Graduation Diploma. 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Inspirational is the single word to describe the keynote speaker at 
the Thursday evening graduation ceremony held at the College of Central Florida’s Jack 
Wilkinson, Levy Campus, 153900 N.W. U.S. Highway 19, on the southwest side of the 
highway, just south of the City of Fanning Springs. 
     Rikki Hayward is one of the 18 individuals who earned a Graduation Equivalent 
Diploma on Thursday evening (Dec. 2), and she is continuing her education at the College 
of Central Florida’s Jack Wilkinson (Levy County) campus as she works to earn an 
Associate of Science Degree. 
     She was the keynote speaker Thursday evening. 
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Rikki Hayward starts her speech as she shares an inspirational and moving 
story of personal accomplishment, as well as her continuing to progress as 
she urges her colleagues to continue going forward with positive action in 
their lives, too. 
 
 
CLICK ON THIS 
PICTURE TO SEE THE 
VIDEO where 
participants in the 
graduation ceremony 
are seen. In this spliced 
video of two parts, it 
shows, in the first part, 
as they enter the 
auditorium with tassels 
on one side of their 
mortarboard caps, and 
then they exit with the 
tassels moved to the 
other side. Between 
those two moments on 
Dec. 2, another 
beautiful GED 
graduation ceremony was conducted at the CF Jack Wilkinson, Levy Campus. 
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CF Enrollment/Student Services Coordinator Christine Dunn speaks to the 
graduating class on Thursday night. 
 

 
CF Transition Specialist and Instructor Kim Cooper speaks to graduating 
students about enjoying this moment in their lives. 
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Just before the ceremony, 16 of the 17 participants in the graduation exercise 
on Thursday night pause for a photo opportunity. There were 18 graduates in 
this class. 
 

 
CF College Student Assistant Shelby Eastman, who was the 2019 keynote 
speaker, works in the control booth to start the processional song for the 
entrance of the students and for the exit of the graduates. 
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     Hayward, too, is among the five top graduates in this program. The 2020-2021 Adult 
Education Honor Graduates include Hayward and Heather Adams, Robert Asbell, 
Elizabeth Danielle Head and Sara Metzel. 
     Those honor graduates were presented with pins of distinction, added certificates 
beyond the State of Florida Graduation Diploma, as well as two letters of reference, one to 
a future employer and one to an institution of higher education to help them qualify for 
scholarship funding. 
     While students enter college and continue their paths beyond that sojourn, and some 
instructors likewise come and go, and as has been seen this year, some staff members pass 
away during their time of employment, CF Levy Campus Manager of Instructional Services 
Leah Gamble enjoyed this event as she has relished being part of similar success stories for 
14 years of so now. 
     Gamble captured the essence of the success by this class, which worked with staff 
members to assure that achievement – as they cleared the hurdles from the global COVID-
19 pandemic. 
     “Tonight’s graduates are a prime example of what can be accomplished,” Gamble said, 
“no matter what barriers stand in the way.” 
     The instructional services manager introduced the people who helped these 18 GED 
students to become Florida high school graduates. 
     CF Enrollment/Student Services Coordinator Christine Dunn, CF Transition Specialist 
and Instructor Kimberly “Kim” Cooper, and Adult Education Instructor Jennifer Dzielak 
were among the other CF members helping the students through the graduation ceremony, 
as well as having been key members of the instructional services team leading to the 
mission being accomplished and recognized Thursday night. 
     Of significance in the background of helping students (and then graduates) as well as 
family, friends, other CF faculty and administrators, and at least one guest journalist as 
everyone reveled in the moments, was none other than CF student, and the GED graduate 
from the spring of 2019 was the keynote speaker. 
      Shelby Eastman, the keynote speaker for the 2018 event, which was the last one held at 
the auditorium, clearly is among  
those GED grads who is continuing her education at CF. And she was the student assistant 
this past year who assisted CF staff at CF Jack Wilkinson Campus, especially with staffing 
shortages, Gamble told HardisonInk.com. 
     The 18 graduates in the most recent class are Heather Adams, Karrah Agnoli, Robert 
Asbell, Christian Disch, Heather Forehand, Jackson R. Gamble, Rayleigh Goble, (keynote 
speaker) Rikki Hayward, Danielle Elizabeth Head, Dakota Helms, Sara Metzle, Aimee 
Newell, Cassidy Rand, Megan Reynolds, Dashel Strong, Amy Suggs, Jonathan Tindall and 
Isabella Walters. 
     During the ceremony, where those graduates who attended the ceremony accepted their 
State of Florida high school diploma, opened with Manager of Instruction Gamble 
welcoming everyone and congratulating the graduating students, their families and friends 
on this success story. 
     She introduced CF staff members who were present and are part of the CF Adult 
Education Team at the Jack Wilkinson Campus, as well as other CF staff in attendance at 
the event. 
     CF Jack Wilkinson, Levy Campus Provost Holly McGlashan and Dr. Vernon Lawter, vice 
president of CF regional campuses, were in the audience watching the ceremony. 
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     This team of adult educators included Dunn and Cooper. Learning Support Specialist 
Kate Figueroa was absent from the event, however Gamble mentioned Figueroa was the 
main instructor for mathematics in this session. 
     Gamble noted she is proud of all of the graduates who have  
family and friends that helped them reach this milestone, and with this class it especially 
deserves credit for having completed the courses despite having to cope with issues caused 
by the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     Transition Specialist Cooper introduced Hayward, who began her journey at CF in the 
spring of 2020. 
     Hayward, the mother of four, wanted to show her children that it is never too late to 
start something and to finish it, Cooper said. 
     Hayward is now in the program to complete her Associate of Science, Business 
Administration, Degree, Cooper said as she introduced this year’s keynote speaker. 
     Hayward opened her remarks by congratulating her fellow GED graduates in the Class 
of 2020-2021. 
     The discipline, commitment and courage to complete the course of study and tests to 
earn the GED, she said, deserves the congratulations expressed for this achievement, she 
said. 
     Back in 2002, Hayward said she almost completed her senior year in high school. She 
was a credit and a half shy of the required credits to receive her high school diploma back 
then. She had planned to complete the needed course of study, but she changed her mind 
almost 20 years ago. 
     Hayward said she ignored her parents’ advice, and believed she was mature enough to 
move on with her life without a high school diploma. She later learned this was not 
correct.  
     She held jobs as a store manager and in other fields, but she knew lacking the diploma 
would circumvent advancement in her career. It was the fall of 2019, when she was 35 
years old, when Hayward said she took the necessary action to start earning her GED.  
     Hayward contacted Dunn, and after speaking with Dunn, the now graduating keynote 
speaker said she felt proud for having taken the first step toward obtaining her GED. 
     In the spring of 2020, Hayward began the program. 
     “To say I was nervous,” Hayward said, “is an understatement. I had only told my 
husband and my parents about starting the program because I feared that I would fail.” 
     She found her husband and parents giving her the emotional support to keep going 
forward. 
     With more support from the adult education staff, especially from Transitional 
Specialist Cooper, Hayward said the fire of inspiration to complete the task could not be 
extinguished by Hayward’s own self-doubt. 
     The day she passed her final test, Hayward felt a feeling of accomplishment she had not 
experienced before that moment, she said. 
     “Eighteen years of shame and guilt was washed away,” Hayward said. “Although earning 
my GED was a life goal, it was not the end. It was just the beginning.  
     “Because of the welcoming atmosphere and amazing teachers,” Hayward continued, 
“the College of Central Florida was my first and only choice when I was choosing the 
college where I wanted to attend.” 
     Hayward was recently inducted into the Phi Beta Kappa National Honor Society at CF. 
     Since its founding in 1776, Phi Beta Kappa has celebrated excellence in the liberal arts 
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and sciences and championed freedom of thought. 
     “We often dream about many things,” Hayward said, “and usually they just remain 
dreams. I now have a dream that has turned into a reality.” 
     Speaking to her fellow classmates-turning-graduates, Hayward said each of them has 
their own reasons for wanting to earn their GED. She hopes they all feel the sense of 
accomplishment that she feels at this point. 
     “Always believe in yourself and don’t give up,” Hayward said.  
     She challenged this graduating class to take what they have learned forward into their 
future and to make the best use of this priceless resource. 
     Whether continuing their education, furthering themselves in their workplace, or just 
bettering themselves as human beings, Hayward asked her colleagues to always continue 
to make progress. She then concluded her presentation with another verbal congratulatory 
statement to her peers. 
     As has been the custom in previous CF Levy GED ceremonies, the graduates were each 
provided with a carnation to present to the person whom they felt helped them the most, 
however this year those carnation-sharing practices were outside the auditorium. 
     And as tradition for graduation ceremonies has gone for a very long time now, there was 
the moving of the tassels hanging from the mortarboard caps from the right side to the left 
side upon the moment when the whole class heralded its graduation as one unit. 
     Cookies and punch were the refreshment of the night, which were partaken of by many 
of the attendees after the ceremony. 
     The next class for adult education at CF Jack Wilkinson, Levy Campus, is set to start 
Jan. 10. Gamble mentioned the adult education class timing coincides with the other 
classes at this campus, which is one of three College of Central Florida campuses. The other 
two are in Ocala and Lecanto. 


