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It’s a bird! It’s a plane! No! It’s a blimp! And it is not just any ol’ run-of-the-mill 

blimp. It is the Goodyear Wingfoot Two, and it flew over the area near Chiefland 

on Dec. 30. The Goodyear Wingfoot Two was welcomed to the fleet on Oct. 21, 

2016, as noted on the Goodyear Blimp site. Wingfoot Two, as are all the modern 

Goodyear blimps, was built at Wingfoot Lake in Suffield, Ohio. It became the first 

Goodyear blimp in over 50 years to serve as a jump platform for skydivers when 

the United States Air Force Academy Wings of Blue skydive team made an historic 

leap from above the Bristol Motor Speedway in Bristol, Tennessee on Sept. 10, 

2016. Other Goodyear blimps are Wingfoot One, Wingfoot Three and the Europe 

Blimp. There are three Goodyear Blimp Airbases in the United States. Built in 1917, 

the hangar at Wingfoot Lake is the oldest airship facility and one of the oldest 

active aircraft bases in the world. In addition to a maintenance and construction 

facility for Goodyear's blimp fleet. Goodyear has operated a Blimp base in 

Pompano Beach, Florida, since 1979. The Pompano Beach base is located at the 

Pompano Beach Airport and features a hangar and separate office building that 

serves as the operational command center for the pilots, base administrator and 

public relations specialist. Goodyear's blimp base in Carson, California opened in 

January 1968 and covers 27 acres. It has been home to nine Goodyear blimps (with 

just five different names) since opening. They have been Columbia, Eagle, Spirit of 

America, Spirit of Innovation and currently Wingfoot Three, the new model of 

semi-rigid airship that replaced the GZ20 blimps, as noted by Goodyear on its 

website. 
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