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Sheriff Schultz notes that violence against 
deputies is not tolerated in Gilchrist County 
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     FANNING SPRINGS – A 49-year-old Chiefland 
resident learned that the Gilchrist County Sheriff's Office 
has zero tolerance for suspects hitting deputies, according 
to information in a Monday (Dec. 27) press release from 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz. 

 
     Jonathan Michael Beree, 49, of Chiefland, made a 
series of bad decisions on Christmas Day (Dec. 25), 
Sheriff Schultz said. 
     Beree is suspected of having driven in a willful and 
wanton reckless manner, the sheriff intimated, and this 
led him to crash the vehicle he was operating into another 
vehicle on Florida Street in Fanning Springs. 
     After a deputy with the Gilchrist County Sheriff's 
Office arrived, Sheriff Schultz said, Beree struck the 
deputy with his fist.  
     Beree then violently resisted arrest in the presence of 
two witnesses, who then assisted the deputy in subduing     

Jonathan Michael Beree                             Beree, Sheriff Schultz said. 
Mug Shot by GCSO 
  
     Beree was arrested and booked into the Gilchrist County Jail on the charges of battery of a law 
enforcement officer and resisting arrest with violence, the sheriff said. Bond on each of the two 
charges was $50,000, for a total amount for bonds being $100,000, Sheriff Schultz said. 
     Thankfully, Sheriff Shultz noted, the responding deputy was not seriously injured. 
     Sheriff Schultz noted his gratitude to the two "good Samaritans" for their courage as they assisted 
in subduing the suspect. The sheriff also noted his thanks to the Florida Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services’ officers for their quick response. 
     Violence such as this toward law enforcement officers will never be accepted or tolerated in 
Gilchrist County, Sheriff Schultz said as he looks forward to this violent, career criminal being 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 

 


