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Marines and others distribute Toys For Tots 

 
Dennis Wait of High Springs stands at the entrance to the back of the semi-trailer. He 
is a Marine (because once a Marine, always a Marine). Wait is the coordinator for the 
Alachua-Dixie-Gilchrist-Levy Counties’ Toys For Tots program this year. Wait is among 
the men and women who were in the two dark and hot semi-trailers filled with bags and 
bags of toys with names on the bags. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 21, 2021 at 9:11 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – Children from Levy County, Dixie and Gilchrist County are among those 
youngsters in America whose Christmas celebrations were a little happier this year thanks to the 
volunteers for the United State Marine Corps Reserve’s Tri-County Toys for Tots program. 
     Friday (Dec. 17), 
volunteers distributed toys 
to parents and guardians 
for the children. 
People wait in a long 
line to accept gifts in 
the Toys For Tots 
program. 
 
 
Robin Hardee 
McCracken (left) and 
Tri-County Resource 
Center Manager  
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Beverly Goodman 
check in people, 
who had bags of toys 
waiting for each of 
them. McCracken, 
who is also the 
executive assistant 
to Levy County 
Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum, is a 
Marine, too 
(because once a 
Marine, always a 
Marine). 
 
 
 

 

Herb ‘Throttle’ Lent and Angel 
Lent, members of the Christian 
Motorcycle Association, help 
distribute bags of toys. Angel is 
looking at a name as she lets A.D. 
Goodman, one of the guys in the 
dark, hot semi-trailer find the bag 
with that person’s name on it. 
A.D. Goodman not only 
volunteers for Toys For Tots, but 
he also volunteers whenever 
TCCRC Manager Beverly 
Goodman asks for his help. He 
also is a significant member of the 
Chiefland Fire Rescue 
Department and the Central 

Florida Electric Cooperative team, who provide people with safe and reliable electric 
service. (Volunteer A.D. Goodman is not pictured this year, because the back of the 
trailer was too dark to capture his image.) 
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(from left) Chaplain Ted 
Henley of Gilchrist 
County, Commander 
Harry Hopwood of 
Gilchrist County, and 
Adjutant Sly Davis of St. 
Petersburg, are three of 
the honorable members 
of Tri-County Marine 
Corps League 
Detachment #1018 who 
helped during the 2021 
Toys For Tots toy 
distribution mission. 
 
 

 

 
Gilchrist County 
Sheriff's Office Capt. S. 
Brown is again on the 
scene helping assure 
children have a Merry 
Christmas! Capt. 
Brown and many of the 
volunteers give of 
themselves every year 
in this effort to help 
children have a better 
Christmas than if not 
for the Toys For Tots 
program. Capt. Brown 
was joined by 
countless other 
volunteers and donors 
in many capacities this 
year, helping bring joy 

to children at Christmastime. 
 
     The Tri-County Area Toys For Tots and the Alachua County Toys For Tots teams worked together 
this year for the benefit of children in the four-county area, according to information provided by Tri-
County Community Resource Center Manager Beverly Goodman and Alachua-Dixie-Gilchrist-Levy 
Counties Toys for Tots Coordinator Dennis Wait. 
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     More than 3,000 children total (Alachua, Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy counties) with 850 of those 
being children from Tri-County Area received toys through the program this year. 
     As noted, this year Wait is the coordinator for all four counties, with Julie Taylor assisting in 
Alachua County and TCCRC Manager Goodman assisting in the Tri-County Area. 
     Local donations stay local, the team bags toys for the Tri-County families first, Goodman said. 
     We are included in the Alachua County campaign because our area benefits from the support of 
corporate donors located in Alachua County, such as the University of Florida, Bass Pro and others,” 
Goodman said. 
    This year, the Tri-County Area Toys For Tots program received significant cash donations of $500 
or more from Jim King Realty, the Chiefland Woman’s Club, Disabled Veteran’s Chapter Tri-County 
Chapter 63, the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce, and many anonymous givers -- two of whom 
each donated $1,000, Goodman said. 
     Ralph’s Burger House also supports the Tri-County Area initiative each year by offering cash-
paying customers the opportunity to donate change from their order to Toys for Tots from Oct. 1 
through Dec. 31. The 2021 collection has not ended yet, but last year Ralph’s customers donated more 
than $1,200, Goodman said. 
    More than 50 boxes and change jars were distributed across the Tri-County Area this year. 
     The Toys for Tots campaign kicks off each year on Oct. 1 and online registration of families runs for 
approximately eight weeks.  
     Several local agencies assist with ensuring families get the assistance they need in order to 
participate, including Tri-County Community Resource Center, Tri-County Unit of the Florida 
Department of Health locations, Southern Sons and the Levy County Sheriff’s Office. 
     Many volunteers are needed to meet the needs of local families. Volunteers can assist with putting 
out and collecting boxes of toys, helping with registration, bagging toys in the warehouse, and 
distributing toys. 
     “It takes a village, and our Tri-County motto is ‘Together We Can Do More!’,” Goodman said. 
     Over the past 20 years, the Toys For Tots program in the Tri-County Area has grown and 
progressed, but over all this time the single thread running through the years and across the counties’ 
lines is love. Some leaders and other volunteers have gone to Heaven, but the younger volunteers are 
keeping this tradition going here. 


