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Fire Expo becomes Christmas in Dixie  

 
Issac Golden, 4, of Cross City receives a play fire helmet from Dixie County Emergency Medical 

Services EMT Michelle Kinsey. 
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     DIXIE COUNTY -- Hundreds 

of people took time out Friday night 

(Dec. 17) to enjoy first ever 

Christmas in Dixie, a holiday 

celebration sponsored by Dixie 

County Fire Rescue to give 

community members and their 

children a chance to relax and have 

some fun after a couple of difficult 

years. 

 

 

Colt Cannon, 15 months old, of 

Cross City cautiously gives one 

of the Paw Patrol superheroes 

a high five. It was an awfully 

big yellow paw after all. 
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Lucas Altemeir, 7, of Cross City, appears happy to have his photo taken with  

Santa and Mrs. Claus. 

 

 
Members of the Cross City Church of God were part of The Nativity scene.  

Joining them on the right are Luke Coatley, 7, and Lilly Coatley, 3, both of Cross City. 
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Pearl Owens, 6, of Chiefland has her face painted by Anna Keen of Cross City  

Church of God. The church provided the face painters for the Christmas event. 

 

 

 

 

 

Issac Golden, 4, of Old Town,  

gladly poses with one of the 

Paws Patrol superheroes. 
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Dixie County firefighter Dennis McCullers Jr. works with an emergency extrication device to 

cut a car post on a wrecked vehicle as fellow firefighter William Garner assists. 

 

 
Three Dixie County firefighters use a jaws-like extrication device to remove the back door of a 

wrecked vehicle. 
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     The celebration was held on the parking lot next to Dixie County Middle High School, south of Cross City. 

     Dixie County Fire Rescue spokesperson Mandy Lemmermen said the department typically does something 

in October, which is Fire Safety Month, but they talked it over and realized no one was doing anything for 

Christmas and it was the perfect time to do Christmas in Dixie. 

     Dixie County, like other small counties in this area was hit hard by global COVID-19 pandemic, but Dixie 

County also suffered from extensive flooding after receiving a year’s worth of rain between April and 

September. Some low-lying areas in Old Town still have floodwater. 

     Lemmermen said the community banded together and neighbor helped neighbor to get people through 

these challenging times. Some of the community’s emergency responders are living in campers because their 

property remains flooded. 

      “This year we said with Covid and the flooding, we said no one is doing anything for Christmas; so, we’ll 

make this a Christmas event. We’ll make it bigger, better and badder, and let’s give out some toys and free food, 

snowcones and hot cocoa,” she said. “It’s getting Santa involved, the Grinch is coming, so this is definitely the 

first annual thing. It’s a test run to see how it’s going and 30 minutes into it, it looks pretty popular. So, there 

may be a second annual.” 

     She said 600 toys were donated by residents and local businesses. The Dollar General Store in Old Town 

donated 300 of the toys. Two vans were stuffed with toys at the event. Children who wanted a toy were given 

one as they were leaving the Dixie County Middle High School parking lot, site of the event. Cross City Lumber 

donated several bicycles. 

      “What a blessing it was. We never in a million years thought we’d get 600 toys,” Lemmermen said. 

     Dixie County Fire Rescue is a part of Dixie County Emergency Services. The agency also includes Emergency 

Medical Services and Public Safety, as well as Dixie County Emergency Management. All the departments in 

Dixie County Emergency Services participated in the community event -- along with the Dixie County Sheriff’s 

Office, a separate agency of county government. 

     Firefighters put on a demonstration showing how they use emergency extrication equipment to open 

jammed or damaged doors in a wrecked car of truck to save lives. They used a tool commonly called the Jaws of 

Life to cut through a damaged door on a wrecked car they used for the demonstration. Also used was a 

spreader tool to pry open twisted metal, and a Sawzall to cut through door posts. A large crowd of spectators 

gathered to watch the demonstration. 

     Lemmermen said the fire department uses the latest extrication equipment. She said the equipment is 

battery operated, which eliminates the need for hydraulic hoses or an independent power source. 

      “You just plug it in and it has as much force, if not more force than a hydraulic does, and it runs off a Dewalt 

battery,” she said. 


