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Gilchrist County to get two more ambulances 
Big party approved – Depending 

 
Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby (left) confers with Gilchrist County Clerk 
Todd Newton on Dec. 
14, just before the 
start of the regular 
twice-monthly 
meeting of the 
Gilchrist County 
Board of County 
Commissioners. 
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     TRENTON – The 
five-person Gilchrist 
County Board of County 
Commissioners on 
Tuesday evening (Dec. 
14) decided to increase the county’s ambulance fleet by two new vehicles. 

  

 
County 
Commission 
Chairman Bill 
Martin (left) 
and Vice 
Chairman 
Darrell Smith 
are seen 
moments 
before the start 
of the first 
County 
Commission 
meeting where 
Martin chairs 
it. 
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County Commissioner Kenrick Thomas (left) and County Commissioner Marion 
Poitevint sit prepared to start another meeting where they will vote on matters related 
to all of the residents and visitors of Gilchrist County. 
 

 
Gilchrist County Attorney David M. Lang Jr. prepares to take his seat and to advise the 
County Commission about legal matters on Dec. 14. 
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County Commissioner Sharon A. Langford speaks with a county staff member before 
the start of the meeting. 
 
     In another decision, the five county leaders voted unanimously to approve a big five-day party that 
can have as many as 3,000 people over that period. The event is approved with some conditions. 
Depending on the host meeting requirements of the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office and the Gilchrist 
County Fire Rescue will decide if the party happens. 
     Meanwhile, the ambulance fleet is destined for improvement in Gilchrist County. 
     One ambulance had been budgeted as of the Oct. 1 start of this current fiscal year, and there was a 
significant amount of discussion on Dec. 14 about the County Commission adding another $250,000 
or so instantly to the current fiscal year’s budget. 
     During the conversation, it was touch-and-go for one ambulance or two ambulances. 
     Inflation, interest rates, available aluminum, vehicle chassis, special features for ambulances used 
in rural settings all added to the wheeling and dealing conversation. 
     Gilchrist County Fire Chief James Campbell helped the County Commission understand the 
county’s existing assets and the time it takes to obtain a new ambulance after an order is placed 
nowadays.  
     Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby, Gilchrist County Clerk Todd Newton and Gilchrist 
County Finance Director Richard Romans helped the County Commission realize the questions of 
money available today, costs today and potential prices in a year. 
     Also thrown into the mix of options was the hard reality of the County Commission being limited to 
be allowed to spend only certain funds in a certain time. This current budget year is Oct. 1, 2021 
through Sept. 30, 2022. 
     In the end, Gilchrist County Commission Chairman Bill Martin, Vice Chairman Darrell Smith, and 
county commissioners Sharon A. Langford, Marion Poitevint and Kenrick Thomas voted to buy the 
first ambulance as budgeted for this fiscal year, and to write a letter of intent to the ambulance-
provider to buy the second ambulance on Oct. 1, 2022. 
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     Information shared during the meeting showed Hall-Mark RTC offering Gilchrist County two 
Wheeled Coach 2022 F-450 diesel XLT regular cab ambulances, with a price based on the Florida 
Sheriffs Association Contract, for $459,994.  
     The first ambulance, according to Oct. 27 letter from REV Technical Center, presented by Hall-
Mark, is $229,997. 
     Chief Campbell and County Administrator Cosby explained why this company was the best choice 
for making this purchase, including the proximity for service in case of a repair needed that is covered 
by warranty. 
     During the conversation at the meeting, County Commissioner Langford reminded her colleagues 
about the importance of staying within the budget they all approved. She also asked Chief Campbell 
why he did not bring up the needs of the department and the potential lack of availability of 
ambulances within “X” number of years. 
     The chief explained that as the County Commission was making its budget decisions, some of the 
supply-chain and other issues were not known. 
     During the meeting, Chief Campbell stepped out to have a telephone conversation with the 
ambulance-providing company. It agreed to the price for two ambulances, with the caveat that the 
county would not be paying for both within the same budget year. 
     That led the five leaders to agree.  
     As of that Tuesday evening meeting, Gilchrist County Fire Rescue had seven units. Four of those 
are active and three are “spares,” Chief Campbell said. One of the ambulances is a 2012 with about 
300,000 miles on the odometer. 
     All of the ambulances have high mileage. Chief Campbell reminded the County Commission that 
ambulances must go to Gainesville to reach the closest hospitals. There are no hospitals in Gilchrist 
County or two of its other neighboring counties – Levy County and Dixie County. 
     As far as some person riding in a brand new ambulance in Gilchrist County, that won’t be for some 
time yet, even with an order being placed Dec. 14. 
    Chief Campbell on Wednesday morning (Dec. 15) said the first of the two ambulances is currently 
anticipated to arrive in mid-September. Given the requirements of the budget, the second ambulance 
is anticipated to arrive soon after Oct. 1. 
     The chief said the ambulance makers are struggling to meet deadlines of Sept. 30 for all of their 
clients, and as of Wednesday it looks very promising. Campbell is hoping to have both vehicles in 
action soon after Oct. 1, 2022, with the first rolling a couple of weeks before the second is accepted by 
Gilchrist County Fire-Rescue. 
 

Big Party Approved, Conditionally 
     Among the other actions approved Tuesday evening was the request for a special permit. 
     Gilchrist County Attorney David M. Lang Jr. advised the County Commission that it can approve, 
deny or approve the request for this big event with conditions. County Administrator Crosby 
recommend approval with the conditions that the host meet requirements set by the Gilchrist County 
Sheriff’s Office and Gilchrist County Fire Rescue. 
     As for the noise level, County Administrator Crosby said the county has an existing ordinance, 
which is enforceable by the GCSO. 
     The special event request is from WYE Entertainment, on property owned by TRS Holdings, 
according to records. 
     Ely Ray’s, at 3349 N.W. 110th St., Branford, is having am event from Dec. 29 through Jan. 2.  
     Music is to be played until 2 a.m., and there is an estimate of 3,000 visitors over the five-day period 
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of this party. 
     As far as the noise ordinance, the County Commission did not waive the existing requirements for 
this event. 
     County Administrator Crosby mentioned that a special event with a projected population of 250 
people or fewer can be approved by him in the Office of County Administrator, without County 
Commission approval. When the crowd goes beyond that, the County Commission is the decider on 
whether to grant the special event request. 
     With this five-day event projected with a 3,000-people attendance, it is before the County 
Commission. 
     The Gilchrist County noise ordinance regulates the level of noise from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., Crosby 
said.  
     Music amplified by any means after 10 p.m. and until 6 a.m., the ordinance shows, if the sound is 
clearly audible 100 feet or more from the property line of the property where the sound is being 
originated, and crosses the property line of residential property, then it is too loud. 
     Crosby said people can play music in Gilchrist County 24-hours-a-day. However, after 10 p.m. and 
until 6 a.m., that music cannot be so loud as to cause neighbors to complain. 
     Neighbors who are affected by the loud music, Crosby said, would call the GCSO and a deputy 
would arrive to tell the suspected offender to reduce the volume of the music. There are fines that can 
result. 
     Usually, the GCSO offers one warning to cease and desist with the music being too loud. On the 
second visit, the suspected offender is cited. 
     “We don’t want to impede anyone from operating their business,” Crosby said, “but we also don’t 
want that operation of the business be a nuisance to the neighbors that live in the area.” 
     The County Commission unanimously approved the request for a special event at Ely Ray’s, with 
the conditions of the event host meeting limits set by the GCSO and GCFR. 
 

OTHER ACTION 
     Among the many other actions at the meeting, the County Commission unanimously adopted 
revisions to the Gilchrist County Comprehensive Plan. 
     Among the people most involved with this is Megan Carter of North Florida Professional Services. 
     Commissioners are required to review and update the Comp Plan at least each seven years, 
however amendments can be made at any time. While the County Commission approved the plan as it 
stood as of that minute, they must add a Property Rights Element, due to the Florida Legislature 
adding that requirement for all 67 of Florida’s counties. 
     Carter said that every community, cities included as well as the counties, are required to add that 
element to the Comp Plan. She said NFPS intends to add that to the Gilchrist County Comp Plan, 
which will be submitted for approval by the County Commission and the state. That revision is slated 
for a point after the start of the new year – next month. 


