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Former GCSO detective arrested by FDLE 

Woman allegedly defrauded Sheriff's Office out of 
217 sick hours 
 

 
 
At the press conference on Dec. 15 in Trenton are (from left) GCSO Lt. 
Rebecca Cumbi, Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz, Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement Jacksonville Special Agent In Charge 
Matthew Walsh and FDLE Jacksonville Assistant Special Agent In Charge 
Keesha Nauff. (Present, but not pictured, FDLE Gainesville Resident Agent 
Jeff Watson.) 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 15, 2021 at 10:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – A former Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office detective surrendered today 
(Wednesday, Dec. 15) when an arrest warrant was issued for her, according to the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE). 
     The woman, a 38-year-old Bronson resident, had worked for the GCSO from July of 
2018, until Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz terminated her employment with his 
office on Oct. 15, Sheriff Schultz said during a press conference today. 
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Trent Kellee Freeman 
Mug Shot 
By Levy County Sheriff’s Office 
 
     According to Count One of the three-
count arrest warrant, Trent Kellee Freeman, 
38, of Bronson, while a deputy and 
detective with the GCSO, on or about Aug. 
25, “… did utter and publish as a true a 
false, forged or altered deed, instrument of 
other writing mentioned in Section 831.01, 
Florida Statutes, to wit: Family Medical 
Leave Act with the signature of (redacted 
doctor’s name), knowing the same…” to be 
false with the intent to defraud the GCSO, 
according to what the FDLE uncovered, as 
noted in the arrest warrant for two counts 
of forgery and one count of organized fraud. 
     In Count Two, it is noted FDLE 
investigators found Freeman on Oct. 12, 
performed the same act of forgery with 
some doctor’s name, which was redacted in 
the copy given to the press at the conference 

late on Wednesday afternoon (Dec. 15) 
     In the third count, the FDLE shows that between Aug. 2 and Oct. 15, Freeman 
defrauded the GCSO by filing false Family Leave Medical Act paperwork, which was part 
of her scheme where she requested and received 219 medical leave hours from her 
coworkers, who gave it to her. 
     At $17.02 an hour for those medical leave hours given to Freeman by other GCSO 
employees, she defrauded the GCSO out of $3,727, according to records. 
     The GCSO contacted the FDLE when irregularities appeared in Freeman’s medical 
leave filings, Sheriff Schultz and FDLE Jacksonville Special Agent In Charge Matthew 
Walsh said. 
     Joining Sheriff Schultz and FDLE Jacksonville SAC Walsh at the press conference 
were FDLE Jacksonville Assistant Special Agent In Charge Keesha Nauff, FDLE 
Gainesville Resident Agent Jeff Watson and GCSO Lt. Rebecca Cumbi. 
     Schultz and Walsh both thanked each other for the work of both of their agencies to 
uncover this suspected criminal who was a sworn law enforcement officer. 
     Investigators found that rather than being comatose in a hospital as she had claimed, 
Freeman was really working full-time at a non-law-enforcement job, early in her scheme 
to defraud the GCSO, Sheriff Schultz said. 
     “We believe in accountability at the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office, which is why we 
brought this case to the FDLE,” Sheriff Schultz said. “No matter the circumstances or 
situation, we will strive to make sure our employees do the right thing at all times.” 
     The sheriff said that in all of his 30 years at various law enforcement agencies, he had 
not seen a crime of this magnitude committed by a deputy. Freeman, he said, exploited 
her colleagues out of medical sick time that they had donated to help her through the 
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provisions of the Family Medical Leave Act. 
     The sheriff said that he is seeking recompense from the suspected criminal upon her 
conviction so that the affected GCSO employees will be given back the FMLA sick time 
in the form of money. 
     Sheriff Schultz said he wants the people of Gilchrist County to know that Freeman’s 
alleged actions are not reflexive of the manner in which his team of professionals work.  
     The sheriff added that investigators are looking at all aspects of Freeman’s work when 
she served as a deputy and detective with the GCSO to assure there are no discrepancies. 
So far, he said late Wednesday afternoon, there was no sign of impropriety in her cases. 
     The sheriff repeated that the men and women of the GCSO give their all, every day, to 
serve the residents and visitors of Gilchrist County. 
     This case was investigated by the FDLE Gainesville Office in cooperation with the 
GCSO. This case will be prosecuted by the Office of Eighth Judicial Circuit State 
Attorney Brian Kramer. 
     Freeman’s combined bonds equaled $50,000, according to records. 


