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Siegmeister and O’Steen set 
for trial status conference on Jan. 24 
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     JACKSONVILLE – Records show that a health issue is causing a delay in a federal criminal trial 
of defendants who are practicing or who were formerly practicing attorneys in the Third Judicial 
Circuit of Florida. 
     The Third Judicial Circuit includes Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee and 
Taylor counties. 
     In the federal criminal action against former Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney Jeffrey Alan 
Siegmeister and attorney Marion Michael O’Steen of Old Town, the next potential actions are 
scheduled currently for Jan. 24, 2022, according to federal court records. 
     On Feb. 26, 2021, the United States Attorney’s Office unsealed an indictment charging Siegmeister 
and O’Steen with conspiracy to use a facility of commerce for unlawful activity, conspiracy to commit 
extortion, and aiding and abetting extortion. 
     On Thursday (Dec. 9), the Honorable Marcia Morales Howard, United States (Middle District of 
Florida) Court Judge, granted defendant O’Steen’s motion to continue the status conference and trial, 
according to records. That motion by O’Steen was filed Wednesday (Dec. 8), according to records. 
     The prosecutors for the federal government did not oppose O’Steen’s motion for a continuance, 
according to records. 
     In the motion, defendant O’Steen seeks a continuance of the status conference and trial in this 
matter, according to records. 
     In support of the motion, defense counsel asserts that additional time is needed to resolve the 
motion to disqualify counsel and due to a medical issue that has arisen with a family member of 
defense counsel, according to records. 
     Defendant O’Steen represents to the United States Court that counsel for the government does not 
object to a continuance, according to records. 
     Defendant O’Steen does not state the position of co-defendant Siegmeister regarding the 
continuance, according to records. 
     However, according to records, since both defendants are joined for trial, the Court will continue 
the trial as to both defendants. 
     United States District Court Judge Howard therefore ordered that defendant O’Steen’s unopposed 
motion to continue status conference and trial is granted, according to records. 
     As a result, according to records, this case is continued to the February 2022 trial term, 
commencing on Feb. 7, 2022. 
     As additional time is needed to resolve the motion to disqualify counsel and due to the medical 
issue with a family member of defense counsel, the Court finds that “the ends of justice served by the 
granting of such continuance outweigh the best interests of the public and the defendants in a speedy 
trial,” according to records. 
     As noted, because defendants Siegmeister and O’Steen are joined for trial, the Court therefore 
determines that the time from now until the end of the February 2022 trial term shall be "excludable 
time" in regard to speedy trial demands imposed on prosecutors by the United States Constitution. 
     This case is stricken from the January 2022 trial calendar for the United States Middle District of 
Florida Court and defense counsel are relieved of the obligation of attending the status conference 
previously scheduled for Dec. 20, 2021, at 3 p.m. 
     Another status conference is scheduled for Jan. 24, 2022, at 3 p.m. in Courtroom 10B, Tenth Floor, 
United States Courthouse, 300 N. Hogan St., Jacksonville. 


