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Parade and festival draw a crowd 

 
Camden Smith, 2 ½, of Chiefland, smiles as he is greeted by Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus 
at the Chiefland Christmas Festival. 
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     CHIEFLAND -- A crowd of spectators lined both sides of U.S. Highway 19 Saturday night (Dec. 
11) to watch lighted floats glide past them in the annual Chiefland Christmas Festival Parade. 

  

 
Chiefland First Baptist 
Church members wave to 
the crowd. The float was 
pulled by Levy County 
Commissioner Rock 
Meeks. 
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Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum and his wife Kandy McCallum wave to the crowd 
watching the parade. 
 

 
AmVets Post 42 of Chiefland’s members demonstrate their patriotism with a red, white 
and blue float. 
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Central Florida Electric Cooperative features a 30-foot candy cane on its parade float. 
 

 
The Chiefland Middle High School Band plays holiday songs as they ride on a trailer. 
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Nature Coast Middle School cheerleaders perform routines as they walk in the parade. 
 

 
Chiefland Watermelon Festival Queen Rieley Beauchamp waves to spectators. 
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Chiefland Watermelon Festival Teen Queen Carolyn Schapansky rides atop a truck. 
 

 
The Faith Community Church float is seen in the parade. 



HardisonInk.com 
 
     There were about 31 units in the parade as of the Friday afternoon tally by parade-organizers, but 
the parade appeared to have expanded Saturday with many more entries added including an armada 
of lighted golf carts from Southern Leisure RV Resort. 
     Lining up the parade unit was a bit of a challenge this year. School construction changed how the 
parking area at Chiefland Middle High School, the traditional parade lineup area, was designed. 
     Melanie Hutchison of the Chiefland Chamber of Commerce, the organization that sponsors the 
Christmas Festival and Parade, made adjustments with help from her husband Lou. She was in charge 
of the parade. 
     Earlier in the day, visitors to the Christmas festival at Trailhead Park, in downtown Chiefland 
across the street from the historic Chiefland Train Depot, browsed through 80 vendor tents and 
watched Santa and Mrs. Claus pose for photographs with young children. 
     Also, earlier on Saturday, approximately 50 runners participated in the 9th Annual 5K Rudolph 
Run in the early morning hours. Runners got a bag of goodies donated by local businesses for 
participating in the run. That run is a fundraiser for the Rotary Club of Chiefland. 
     The Christmas Festival and Parade are the biggest events of the year for the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
     The Christmas Parade is hugely popular. The festival itself also serves as a big draw. 
     “We love to do it for the community. It’s a fun thing. A lot of the board members have been here 
through the day,” Natasha Allen said. “Everyone’s been so nice. We had things for the children to do. 
The Chamber paid for the bounce house, a face-painter and for entertainment throughout the day.” 
     Along with the great weather, Allen said the massive crowd at the parade was an indication people 
were ready for a change of pace after the global COVID-19 pandemic kept everyone home last year. 
Residents saw an opportunity to take the families out for some fun. 
     “It’s really just a community service and I think everybody loves it,” she said.” 
     One of the most unique events at the festival was the dog soccer show. Allen said the dogs would try 
to move the soccer ball out of a circle and kids would try to keep it in the circle. 
     “It was pretty cool. I called my kids. I said you all need to come and see this,” she said. 

 


