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Bronson Town Hall closed Nov. 12 

No more pets in fire department 

 
In this still photo created from the video of the Nov. 1 meeting, Bo Cox is seen as he says ‘It was 

a huge ordeal’ when the town took over the organized sports for children in the town. His 

perception of that event is from the point when the Bronson Youth League was dissolved. Now, 

a new group is heading the sports programs for kids in Bronson. Seen here listening to Cox are 

Bronson Town Council members (from left) Tyler Voorhees, Jason Hunt, Mayor Robert Partin, 

Aaron Edmondson and Sherrie Schuler. 

Photo From Video Provided by Town of Bronson 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov 6, 2021 at 9:11 a.m. 

     BRONSON -- With the Levy County Veterans Day Parade set for 4 p.m. on Nov. 11 in Bronson, Bronson 

Town Hall is slated to be closed on Friday, Nov. 12. 

     Town employees who normally would enjoy the federal holiday of Veterans Day must work that day, 

therefore they have the next day off from work. 

     There are fireworks planned for launching on the evening of Nov. 11, too, and that will be in the James H. 

Cobb Park, which was named after a town worker who died while serving the residents and visitors of Bronson. 

Traditionally, the town’s fireworks show on the Fourth of July is impressive. 

     In the past several years, the volunteers with Bronson Fire Rescue have set off the fireworks, under the 

director of Fire Chief Dennis Russell. 

     This revision of the work schedule for the town’s current employees on Nov. 11 and 12 was one result from 

the Nov. 1 meeting of Bronson Town Council. 

     Bronson Mayor Robert Partin led the Nov. 1 meeting, which shows this municipal governing body moving 

forward in this fiscal year that began Oct. 1. This Town Council traditionally does not have a regular meeting in 

October, and that tradition carried through in 2021. 

     Bronson resident Bo Cox was the first member of the public to speak to the Town Council from the podium 

that Monday evening (Nov. 1). 

     He opened by saying ‘It was a huge ordeal’ when the town took over the organized sports for children in the 

town, as the Bronson Youth League (BYL) was dissolved. 

     After the dissolution of the BYL, the Bronson Parks and Recreation Department came into existence. After 

that, however, organized youth sports have now again returned to be guided by a group of parents separate 

from the town government. As the transition back to that version of youth sports guidance in the town that is 

the county seat of Levy County continued, the town government gave that group money. 

     The Levy County Board of County Commissioners annually gives equal funds to all five county districts to 

help support recreation in this county. Also, when the BYL disbanded, it gave the town government funds it 
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had in the bank at that time. 

     Vice Mayor Jason Hunt explained to Cox that the town is contributing money for five years to this 

reorganized non-profit group to take over sports again. Each year, that amount is slated to be reduced, Hunt 

added. 

     The town government pays directly to cover bills for equipment and the like for this non-profit group, Vice 

Mayor Hunt added. 

     “We don’t just give them the cash and say, ‘Have a good day,’” Hunt said. 

     Cox then switched tracks as he complained to the town’s elected leaders about another matter. Cox said 

Bronson lacks a code enforcement officer. Bronson Town Councilman Aaron Edmondson concurs with Cox 

that without an officer, having municipal codes or even a code enforcement board will not bring results as well 

as if it had a local law enforcement person. 

     Town Attorney Steven Warm said the town has ordinances against littering, nuisances, etc. There are 

criminal complaints that can be brought, Warm said, if the code violation becomes serious enough. The process 

for that does not appear to have occurred much in Bronson’s history. 

     The town manager said she writes letters to people about code violations, and they generally comply. 

Apparently, there are few people in the four square-miles of Bronson who do not abide by the town’s 

ordinances. She said there is one person who is not complying currently. 

     While Bronson lacks a code enforcement officer, the City of Williston does have a code enforcement officer. 

He issues citations. Williston enforces its codes, even to the point of fining property owners, and ultimately, if 

warranted, seizing property through due process of law. 

     Even when a property becomes overgrown and the City of Williston is forced to mow it, the property owner 

either pays the city or has a lien placed on his or her property for that expense. 

     The former hospital that used to exist in Williston has a code violation for overgrown grass. A good 

Samaritan, though, did mow the grass as the City of Williston works out planning to bring about a legal process 

against an owner who is currently in the federal bankruptcy court activity. 

     There are code enforcement fines in Williston that can be include up to a $100-a-day fine for 

noncompliance, and the town levies those fines against the property owner. 

     Cox said he would provide Bronson Town Manager Susan Beaudet with the address or parcel number of 

where he sees what appears to him to be a violation of Bronson’s town codes related to a nuisance property. 

     In Chiefland recently, the city manager and City Commission learned about property covered with debris, 

like discard furniture. In that instance, the Chiefland government did not appear to be able to do anything 

other than recognize that the privately owned property has old couches and the like on it. The City of Chiefland 

took no official action against that property owner, as best as can be determined from conversations at that 

city’s most recent two meetings. 

     The Chiefland City Commission, like the Williston City Council, meets twice a month, even in the month of 

October. There are eight municipalities in Levy County. 

     While Cox went to the podium to speak with the Bronson Town Council about issues of his concern, other 

people at the Nov. 1 Bronson Town Council meeting simply shouted statements from their seats without 

identifying themselves. 

     While the person recording the minutes may know their names, people in the audience that night may not, 

just as people listening to the recording made from the meeting do not know the who those speakers were. 

     Bronson appears to be continuing another of its traditions – having a mayor who conducts meetings with 

little decorum or order. In the relatively recent past, a former mayor did seem to appear to try to have people 

become recognized by the person conducting the meeting, and then going to the podium, stating their name, 

etc. 

     That previous attempt to conduct a more orderly meeting failed, as it has repeatedly for at least 16 years 

now. 
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     In other action, Mayor Partin provided an update on the Beautify Bronson Day’s (Oct. 23) activities. He 

named all of the volunteers. Partin also announced that there were two, 30-yard dumpsters filled with debris 

from the cleanup effort. 

     To see the previously published story about this event, click HERE. 

     In another action, the Bronson Town Council ruled there will not be pets or animals allowed in the town’s 

places of employment anymore. The issue came up because volunteer firefighters were bringing dogs to 

Bronson Fire Rescue. 

     Only a service animal can be brought to work now. 

     Bronson Fire Chief Russell said he loves dogs. He sees the potential for the town to be held liable, however, if 

a volunteer firefighter’s dog bit someone.  

     Town Attorney Warm provided an addition to the employee handbook to show no pets would be allowed in 

the place of employment except if there is a valid medical reason. 

     Town Councilwoman Sherrie Schuler made the motion to add this to the employee handbook, and her 

motion was seconded by Councilman Edmondson, and it met with a 5-0 vote of approval. 

     In another matter where the town almost showed progress, Bronson Town Council members discussed 

changing its municipal election to be in April rather than in its current point for elections. If the town agrees to 

this, it will help Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones as she assists all eight Levy County 

municipalities in elections. 

     Those eight cities and towns conduct elections year-round, Supervisor of Elections Jones has said, and this 

has become cumbersome for her office. She also noted points in certain municipalities’ elections where timing 

does not allow for runoff elections to be best managed. 

     The Bronson Town Council had a first reading scheduled for the ordinance to change its municipal election, 

but since there was so much failure to understand the concept by the five Town Council members, there was no 

first reading of that ordinance on Nov. 1. 

     From conversation at the Nov. 1 meeting, Vice Mayor Hunt seemed to be confused about municipal elections 

being able to be held separate from county, state and federal elections. An unidentified man in the audience 

yelled from his seat as he announced information he felt was accurate to the Bronson Town Council about 

Cedar Key municipal elections. That man did not announce his name, and he did not speak from the podium. 

     Vice Mayor Hunt, too, appears to have forgotten that the voters in the Town of Bronson previously were 

given the option for early voting, but the majority voted against that for the municipal elections. 

     That set of Bronson voters also rejected all other revisions to the town’s charter, which continues to include 

antiquated concepts – such as a town police department, which never existed. 

     The next regular Bronson Town Council meeting is currently scheduled to be Nov. 15, starting at 7 p.m. in 

the Dogan Cobb Municipal Building. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2021/10/10-25-21-successful-beautify-bronson-day-bodes-well-for-future-events.pdf

