
HardisonInk.com 
Building official addresses 
alleged ADA issues at Eddie Buie Park 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 26, 2021 at 4:11 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – David Greenbaum, the building official who works for the City of 
Chiefland, addressed alleged problems with accessibility by handicapped people to the 
facilities at Eddie Buie Park. 
      Greenbaum was among the visitors speaking to the Chiefland City Commission 
Monday night (Nov. 22) during the City Commission’s regular twice-monthly meeting. 
Michael Dockery, one of the leaders of the recently formed ad hoc group calling itself the 
Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force, complained that wheelchairs would be stuck in the 
sand at certain parts of the park, and that access to one restroom was not compliant 
with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). 
     The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 or ADA is a civil rights law that prohibits 
discrimination based on disability. It affords similar protections against discrimination 
to Americans with disabilities as the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which made 
discrimination based on race, religion, sex, national origin, and other characteristics 
illegal. 
     Later, various aspects of sexual orientation were added to the ADA so that people 
could not discriminate against one another based on gender identity, or sexual 
partnerships. In addition, unlike the Civil Rights Act, the ADA also requires covered 
employers to provide reasonable accommodations to employees with disabilities, and 
imposes accessibility requirements on public accommodations, such as parks. 
     Greenbaum said he conducted a walking tour of the park. He reviewed the park 
structures related to the Florida Building Code as well as the ADA. The ground surface 
appeared to him to be in accordance with the laws requiring surface strength. 
     “When children dig or play in the sand,” Greenbaum said, “that will disrupt the path.” 
     Individuals using walkers or wheelchairs, he continued, or people with artificial limbs 
may see some difficulty from ground that has been dug up by children playing in the 
dirt. Parking areas for handicapped parking are clearly designated at Eddie Buie Park, 
he added. 
     Greenbaum said his “walk-through” of the restroom facilities at Eddie Buie Park with 
Chiefland Water and Facilities Manager Shane Keene resulted in one toilet being 
adjusted to the proper height to meet ADA standards. Grab bars are present and there is 
proper lettering on doors of the restrooms, Greenbaum said. 
     City Commissioner Norman Weaver mentioned that in the absence of Dockery that 
evening, he had some questions. Weaver asked about wheelchairs that may be 
hampered if gravel at the starting point before the paved walking area is moved or 
deteriorates. Dockery and Weaver question if the gravel may not prevent wheelchairs, 
both manual and motorized from use of the walking area. 
     Greenbaum said that as the building official, he saw what was placed and compacted 
properly. It is safe, he said, and it meets the standards set by law. If the city wants to go 
beyond the current standard and to add concrete or pavement, then that is an added 
expense the city can choose. 
     “I have been to other cities, though,” Greenbaum said to quell Weaver’s concern 
about the milling that was placed at the entrance to a walking path wearing out, “and my 
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experiences have been with crushed rock, crushed shell, packed, and they do just as well 
after a period of time.”  
     Alice Monyei, another member of the Chiefland Neighborhood Task Force, was 
present. 
     She asked Greenbaum about his explanation of disproportionate costs if Buie Park 
were to be improved. 
     Greenbaum had said that anything more than 20 percent of an added cost to meet 
ADA standards when a park is improved would cause those improvements to not be 
needed. In other words, he said, if the cost of the renovation of the park was $100,000 
and $20,000 or more of that cost was simply to meet ADA standards, then there is an 
exemption from having to make the park ADA-compliant. 
     He gave Monyei another example. 
     If the owner of a building was improving the building and it had a restroom that 
would cost more than 20 percent of the total renovation costs of the building, to make 
the restroom ADA-compliant, then the owner of the building would be exempt from that 
federal mandate, Greenbaum explained. 
     Monyei switched tracks and said she heard that the millings used at the park were not 
properly installed. 
     City Facilities Manager Keene said the city workers dug three inches deep in the sand. 
They put in asphalt millings. They heated the millings with a torch and packed it. Some 
person or persons worked to cause the millings to become loose, twice, Keene said. 
     “We went back there again on Wednesday of last week, I believe it was,” Keene said. 
“We tore all of that out. We put in cone patch. It is stickier. We packed it all back down 
again. 
     “We went out there again today (Nov. 22),” Keene continued. “They hurt their toes 
doing it this time. But they didn’t dig it up.” 
     Victoria Larkin, a leader of the Tri-County Area Athletic Commission, a relatively new 
youth sports league, said she felt the second installation was better than the first.  
     Larkin then complained that the packed milling is still chipping away as people in 
motorized wheelchairs run over it. 
     Mayor Chris Jones said the park has been inspected. It is ADA-compliant.  
     “We are responding even to the malicious activity where it is being destroyed,” 
Chiefland Mayor Jones said. “We can’t do it all in one setting. We’re doing our best to 
provide everything that the public is asking us for.” 
      Monyei asked if the Florida League of Cities could send a person to inspect the park 
to confirm that it is ADA compliant. 
     City Manager Laura Cain said the Florida League of Cities sent an inspector who 
visited every city park and other city buildings in Chiefland during the spring to confirm 
that they are all ADA compliant. They were all noted as being compliant then. Cain said 
she would provide Monyei with the written report. 
     Monyei then brought forth a petition regarding allegations of speeding traffic on 
Southwest Second Street and Southwest Second Avenue. She said Police Chief Scott 
Anderson agrees there have been speeding vehicles there, as well as on Southwest Fifth 
Street. 
     Residents of the affected throughways are asking the city to consider installing speed 
bumps to help reduce the ease of vehicles speeding on those roads via the petition that 
Monyei presented to the city’s ex-officio city clerk – City Manager Cain. 
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     Chiefland Planning Project Coordinator Carol Gore said that of the 20 letters sent to 
affected addresses with a poll regarding speed bumps, eight letters were received by the 
city as of Nov. 22. Of those eight, six people were in favor of speed bumps and two 
responders were against them on Southwest Second Street and Southwest Second 
Avenue, Gore said. 
     In the first complaint of speeders brought by City Commissioner Lance Hayes, 
Southwest Fifth Avenue was not mentioned. 
     City Manager Cain said the city will review the slope of the road and other factors to 
determine how many speed bumps and the location of them, which will be 
recommended to the City Commission. 
     The City Commission will be the entity to decide when and where the speed bumps 
are placed. 

In Other Action 
     The City Commission gave permission by consensus for Bishop W.Q. Courtney and 
the Higher Anointing World Ministries Inc. to conduct a revival from 7 to 10 p.m. each 
night on May 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27, 2022, at the park most recently used for the 
Chiefland Watermelon Festival. 
     That park is known as Trailhead Park and it is located at 23 S.E. Second Ave., in 
Chiefland, across the street – going west from the historic Train Depot. In the past 16 
years, the annual watermelon festival has migrated from the grassy area and around the 
Chiefland Police Department on East Park Avenue, south to the Chiefland Train Depot 
Park, and then across the street to the west to Chiefland Trailhead Park. 
     In another consensus action, the City Commission chose against having two meetings 
in December. The Dec. 27 meeting was cancelled. Therefore, the only Chiefland City 
Commission in December will be Dec. 13, starting at 6 p.m. in the Hardy Dean 
Municipal Building, which is also known as Chiefland City Hall, on East Park Avenue. 

 


