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     LAKE CITY – The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
delayed the release of public records Wednesday (Nov. 24), citing the public records 
release delay as being caused by an ongoing investigation. 
     Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission North Central Regional Public 
Information Coordinator Karen Parker said that the request for the names of the GFC 
officers involved in certain arrests in Dixie County from the previous week, as well as the 
residential addresses of the four suspects and the narrative portion of the documents 
leading to arrest warrants being issued were not being released because “The 
investigation is still ongoing and additional misdemeanor charges are pending.” 
     Parker further noted that all additional charges will be direct filed through the Third 
Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s Office. 
     John Durrett serves as the State Attorney for the Third Judicial Circuit of Florida. He 
was elected State Attorney by the people of the Third Circuit in August of 2020. Durrett 
took the oath of office as Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney on Jan. 5, 2021, according 
to records. 
     The Third Judicial Circuit includes Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, 
Suwannee and Taylor counties. There are 20 judicial circuits in Florida. 
     The Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s Office has an interesting recent history. 
Former Third Circuit State Attorney Jeff Siegmeister, formerly of Live Oak was indicted 
by a grand jury on bribery, conspiracy, wire fraud, and tax fraud charges. In 2018, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation began investigating him following allegations of a 
bribery scheme. 
     As noted in a Feb. 26, 2021, press release from the United States Department of 
Justice, attorney Marion Michael O’Steen of Old Town was arrested on federal charges 
of conspiracy to use a facility of commerce for unlawful activity, conspiracy to commit 
extortion, and aiding and abetting extortion, in connection with Siegmeister’s alleged 
criminal acts. 
     An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has committed one or more 
violations of federal criminal law, and every defendant is presumed innocent unless, and 
until, proven guilty. 
     As for current Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney Durrett, he has not responded to 
repeated attempts by the daily news website HardisonInk.com to interview him after he 
took office in January. 
     As for the daily news website seeking public records about people arrested by the 
FWC in Dixie County, and booked into the Dixie County Jail on Nov. 18, Parker 
provided the following information. 
     The below subjects had arrest warrants issued based on a four-month long 
investigation that included the illegal taking of alligators and deer. 
     Parker noted the arrest warrants were issued for the subjects and crimes on the 
counts show below: 
     ● Kasen Brown, 19, two counts of illegal possession of an alligator; 
     ● Keaton Aaron Brown, 19, discharge of a firearm less than 1000 feet from a vehicle; 
     ● Jerrell Everett, 20, three counts of illegal possession of an alligator; and 
     ● Kayla McKenzie Kline, 18, three counts of illegally taking deer. 
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     As for exempting information sought in a public records request from law 
enforcement arrest records, according to Florida Statutes, case law and Florida Attorney 
General Opinions, “Arrest and crime reports are generally considered to be open to 
public inspection, according to information in the 2021 Florida Government-in-the-
Sunshine Manual. 
     The Florida Government-in-the-Sunshine Law was enacted in 1967. 
     According to Attorney General Opinions (AGO), there are exemptions from some 
public records. Since 1967, those exemptions have grown and grown. 
     The statutory exemptions for active criminal investigative and intelligence 
information, confessions, juvenile offender records and certain victim information may 
apply to crime reports and other law enforcement records, according to law. 
     The purpose and scope of the exemptions from the Open Public Records Law (Florida 
Sunshine Law) Section 119.071(2)(c)1., F.S., exempts active criminal intelligence 
information and active criminal investigative information from public inspection, 
according to the latest issue of the Florida Government-In-The-Sunshine Manual. 
     To be exempt, the information must be both “active” and constitute either “criminal 
investigative” or “criminal intelligence” information. See Woolling v. Lamar, 764 So. 2d 
765, 768 (Fla. 5th DCA 2000), review denied, 786 So. 2d 1186 (Fla. 2001), as noted in 
Florida law, according to the latest issue of the Florida Government-In-The-Sunshine 
Manual. 
     Thus, if a crime report contains active criminal investigative information, the 
criminal investigative information may be excised from the report. AGO 91-74. See also 
Palm Beach Daily News v. Terlizzese, No. CL-91-3954-AF (Fla. 15th Cir. Ct. April 5, 
1991), holding that a newspaper was not entitled under Ch. 119, F.S., to inspect the 
complete and uncensored incident report (prepared following a reported sexual battery 
but prior to the arrest of a suspect), including the investigating officer’s narrative report 
of the interview with the victim, as noted in the AGOs, case law and Florida Statutes 
cited in the Florida Government-In-The-Sunshine Manual. 
     Regional Public Information Coordinator Parker promised to provide the records 
sought by the daily news website when they can be released. 

 


