
HardisonInk.com 
Yankeetown Seafood Festival 

marks 40th Year with enjoyable event 

 
Solar lanterns from recycled glass by Kathy Gerdes is seen available for purchased. 

Yankeetown residents and visitors socialize during festival. 

~ 

Story and Photos 

By C.L. Watson, HardisonInk.com Correspondent 

© Nov. 24, 2021 at 3:11 p.m. 

     YANKEETOWN – The Inglis-Yankeetown Lions Club’s Yankeetown Seafood Festival on 

Saturday and Sunday (Nov. 20 and 21) heralded another year of food, fun and pleasantry. 
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Many artisans and crafters brought handmade items for sale at the festival again 

this year. 
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Fish inspired artwork and lures are seen at the Yankeetown Seafood Festival.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nature World 

Wildlife Rescue 

offers a live 

animal 

experience for 

guests at the 

Yankeetown 

Seafood Festival. 
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This three-photo collage captures some of the many activities at the festival. 
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A wooden Santa on tractor by Greg Johnson is seen here. The rock wall in the 

background was built by Ed Chapman, a stonemason from New York around the 

time Yankeetown was formed. 

 

 

 

 

Captain Daryl 

Atherly of Black 

Dog Charters 

raised funds by 

raffle for local 

animal rescues at 

the Yankeetown 

Seafood 

Festival. To see 

an archived story 

about a boat trip 

down this river, 

including a video 

of an otter 

running next to 

the riverbank, 

click HERE. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/3-12-20-tourists-see-wildlife-galore-during-astounding-boat-ride.pdf
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Local musicians Middleground entertain guests during the Yankeetown Seafood 

Festival. 

 

 

 

 

Hand painted 

Florida wildlife on 

driftwood and 

reclaimed board are 

among the many 

works available for 

buyers at the 

Yankeetown Seafood 

Festival. 
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     The two-day festival takes place along the Withlacoochee River on Riverside Drive beneath a 

canopy of trees ladened with moss swaying in the breeze. 

     Walking through the festival it’s hard not to notice the community of early 1900s homes and 

commercial buildings. Sometime in 1919 Indiana lawyer and politician Armanis F. Knotts visited 

the area on a hunting exhibition and returned a few years later to purchase a large tract of land. 

     In 1923, Mr. Knotts began construction on the Izaak Walton Lodge. A 1927 Citrus County 

booklet describes Yankeetown as being the Citrus County and Levy County home of the Chapter 

No. 1, Izaak Walton League of America. 

     A local folktale has two stories on how Yankeetown acquired its name, originally planned to 

simply be named Knotts. One story includes Hugh Coleman, the star route mail carrier, who 

referred to the location based on the residents from the north as the yankee town. The second 

tale is that Knotts publicized the town with "See Yankeetown" signs made from 1 x 5-inch 

boards. Town visitors took them back north with them and erected them along roads in their 

hometowns.  

     The Inglis-Yankeetown Lions Club’s Yankeetown Seafood Festival has been organized and 

run by the Inglis-Yankeetown Lions Club for 40 years, celebrating the fishing heritage of the 

local community. 

     In addition to plenty of opportunities to buy and enjoy food, and arts and crafts, there was 

live entertainment as well. Festival music was provided by the Blackwater Restaurant and the 

Lions Club that featured local talent in two locations during the festival.  

     Residents of Inglis and Yankeetown set up community yard sales throughout the area, and 

the Friends of the A.F. Knotts Public Library again continued their tradition of having a big book 

sale. The book sale was right among the other sales along the festival route. 

  


